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community.
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Contributions are welcome
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INGRID TURNER

A community worth coming

home to

The striking yellow flowers of the red-capped gum (Eucalyptus erythrocorys). Yellow was Renate’s favourite colour. Photo: RH Black

A personal reflection on returning to Melbourne after Renate Beilharz's
passing, and on the strength, warmth and spirit of the Temple Society
community. It looks at how we can honour Renate’s legacy by continuing to
care for one another, welcome others and help our community grow.

There are moments that remind us who we
really are.

Returning to Melbourne this July was one

of those moments for me. Mark, Oliver and

| travelled from Sydney knowing we would

be arriving into a community carrying deep
sadness after the sudden loss of our beloved
Renate Beilharz. Yet alongside that grief was
something equally powerful. Everywhere we
went we were met with warmth, kindness and
the quiet confidence of people who genuinely
care for one another. To travel to another city
and immediately feel at home is a rare gift. It

reminded me just how precious our Temple
Society community is.

Renate’s funeral captured that beautifully.
More than 500 people gathered in person

or online on a working day, a testament not
only to how many lives she touched but to

the depth of those relationships. Her three
energetic grandsons, happily running through
the day while another grandchild is soon to
arrive, somehow kept joy alive in the middle of
sorrow. They reminded us that love continues
to grow, even when we are grieving.



Mark Herrmann led the life celebration with
remarkable clarity, tenderness and hope.
Renate’s own reflections, written as she faced
the possibility of death, were characteristically
simple, deeply human and quietly comforting.
They reflected the woman we knew:
thoughtful, hopeful and always encouraging
others to become their best selves.

For me, this visit also carried special meaning.
It was Renate who first invited me to come
from Sydney each year to lead a service in
Melbourne. She believed our two regional
centres could enrich one another by sharing
ideas and experiences. Standing before the
congregation this year felt like continuing a
conversation she had begun.

My reflection centred on Jesus’ parable of

the mustard seed through the image of a

tiny Australian gum nut. Forests do not begin
as forests. They begin as small seeds, often
unnoticed. Communities grow in much the
same way: through everyday acts of welcome,
curiosity, compassion and courage. Many who
were unable to attend have since asked about
the service, and | hope its simple message
offers encouragement. What we notice is what

we nurture. If we keep noticing goodness, we
help goodness grow.

Perhaps that is also how we honour Renate.

Not simply by remembering her, but by
continuing the work she loved so deeply.

By supporting Tony and her family. By
encouraging younger voices. By remaining
open to new ideas while staying grounded

in the values that have always defined the
Temple Society: seeking the kingdom on earth
through compassion, thoughtful living and
genuine community.

The Temple Society has never been at its best
while only preserving itself has been its highest
priority. It has flourished when it has quietly
created places where people could belong,
grow, ask questions and care for one another.
That remains our calling today.

| returned to Sydney grateful, hopeful and
convinced that what we share is something
increasingly rare. May we treasure it, nurture
it and, like Renate, leave it stronger for those
who come after us.

Forests never begin with forests. They
begin with seeds. May each of us plant the

next one.

Ingrid Turner
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ANNETTE WAGNER-HESSE

From the Regional Head

My orange tree has a beautiful crop of sweet
fruit this year. They are like glowing lanterns
in the dark foliage. We savour and treasure
them. It reminds me that we need to search
out brightness and nourishment physically,
mentally and spiritually at this time of year.

I had my first experience of the Knox

Interfaith Network under the banner Many
Cultures, One Community at a magnificent
multicultural festival held in our Chapel and
Hall in late June. It was a lively, colourful,
uplifting experience. Among my favourite
performances were the Sichuan Opera Face-
Changing act, the Dragon Dance and the
Iranian lady speaking about her traditions and
customs growing up near the Strait of Hormuz.

Attending The Ranges Founders’ Circle Launch
Event at the lovely Riverlea Estate gave me
great insight into the considerations made
when planning and creating the villas and
apartments. It's a truly exciting initiative by the
TTHA. Congratulations to all on this big project.

Irene Bouzo and | attended the annual Round
Table discussion group at the German
Consulate in mid-July. Writing my report about
the Templer Community made me realise just
how much our community has tackled in the
last twelve months: legal restructuring and
sorting out governance issues, onboarding
new staff, launching our new website, following
up new initiatives, all while maintaining regular
faith services, support and care of members,
along with a multitude of activities. Thank

you to everyone who has made these things
possible.

Part of our Templer philosophy has always
been a strong awareness of the significance
of everyone in building the fabric of our
community. The more people contribute, the

richer our fabric becomes. Just one person'’s
efforts can make a significant impact. We are
lucky to have many individuals working quietly
behind the scenes to make things happen, but
there’s always more that could be done.

Perhaps you see an area to which you could
contribute or a problem to which you might
see a solution. We welcome constructive
suggestions and people with all kinds of skills.
If you are able to help at working bees or with
hospitality, such as providing refreshments
after services or at other activities, or if you'd
like to be added to a roster, please don't
hesitate to contact us. You may like to contact
the leader of one of our Committees, an Elder
or a Board Director. Contact details are at the
front of the 2026 Calendar.

We are currently exploring ways to reach out
to our younger members and their children.
This is not just a job for one person. Everyone
can play a role here. Please let me know if you
can help.

I'm looking forward to the Youth Service in
early August and hope to see many of you
there. Please encourage your children and
grandchildren to come.




FROM THE BEILHARZ FAMILY

Thank you

ON A HILL

A man Sat quieH} oh bl

The moon Sat oh his head

A friend Sat Smiling in his heart
The snm'l':'ng Friend wAs dead
-”163 Spoke fog‘eﬂ'lek in the dark
Beneath the milky way

And sald the words Frofh gears ago
That H’j‘eg had Failed to Say .

A meteor fell gen!'lg down

The wiSe old moon had Shone

The stars then Sang their wovds of love
Anod life tontinued on .

Leunig

Tony, Ingrid, Lisa and Martin with their families would like to thank everyone for their kind words,
flowers and cards on the recent passing of Renate. She will be greatly missed. It's moments like
this that we are really appreciative of the strong community that we are part of. Please continue
to share stories about her so that she continues to live on in our memories. We wanted to share a
poem that resonated with Renate by one of her favourite cartoonists, Michael Leunig.

Share a tribute to Renate
~ SCANHERE ~

If you would like to honour Renate’s life, we invite you
to leave a tribute on her online memorial page.

Many people have already shared their memories,
reflections and messages, creating a beautiful
collection that you are also welcome to read.

Share your tribute here or scan the QR code:
https://heldinmemory.com.au/m/renate-beilharz
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MARTINA EATON

Community Care

e

The first daffodils in Martina’s garden. Photo: Martina Eaton

You’'re not alone

“Grief is the price we pay for love.” These
words, often attributed to Queen Elizabeth I,
resonate deeply at times like this.

Our community is grieving the loss of Renate
Beilharz. Her passing has touched many
lives, rippling through our community like the
pebble in the pond she so often led us to sing
about during her services.

Grief isn't something we simply “get over”.

It grows around us or walks alongside

us, and over time we learn to manage it.
Acknowledging our grief and talking about it
helps us to mend, and no one should feel they
have to do that alone.

Supportis available

If you would like someone to talk to, you are
always welcome to contact me. | am only ever
a phone call away. There are also a number of
excellent services available:

« Griefline offers telephone and online
support. Link here

« Kids Helpline for children and young people
aged 5 to 25. Link here

« NALAG (National Association for Loss and
Grief) offers free counselling, either face to
face, by telephone or online. Link here

Caring for our community

Recently | joined fellow Elders Annette
Wagner-Hesse, Harald Ruff, Mark Herrmann,
Jess Blackwell and Christine Ruff at the
Strengthening Communities Forum:
Understanding Family Violence and Healthy
Relationships, presented by inTouch, the
multicultural centre against family violence.

We discussed how important it is for our
community to know who they can talk to
within the TSA when they are going through a
challenging time in their lives, and how we, as
a community, can support them.

How I can help

If something is weighing on your mind, you're
feeling overwhelmed or you're simply finding
life difficult at the moment, please don't
hesitate to reach out. This is where |, as your
Community Care Worker, may be able to help.
With extensive professional and personal
experience supporting people of all ages, |
have a wealth of information and resources
that | can share with you, as well as a listening
ear to lighten the load.

This is all done without judgement, with
complete confidentiality, at no cost to you
and in a timely manner. Please phone me to
arrange a time. If | don’t answer straight away,
please leave a message and I'll return your
call as soon as | can.

Life is not always smooth sailing; however, |
am here to help you ride the waves. Please
seek out help so you are not alone.

martina@templesociety.org.au
0433 335 815


https://griefline.org.au/get-help/ 
https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
https://nalag.org.au/ 
mailto:martina%40templesociety.org.au%20?subject=

KRISTA IMBERGER

It’s time to sing!

The singing group performing at the 2024 Sommerfest service.

The Templer Singing Group returns on
Wednesday, August 5, following our winter
break. Come and join us!

Did you know that singing in a group does
amazing things for our brain, mood, memory
and wellbeing? Scientific studies have proven
this, and everyone can do it.

We're especially looking for singers in the mid
to lower vocal ranges, but everyone

is welcome. You don’t need any previous
experience, formal training or the ability to

read sheet music. We provide everything you'll
need. All we ask is that you:

« enjoy singing and can follow a melody,
whether that's your favourite songs, hymns
or singing with family and friends

+ like having fun and learning new things in
the company of lovely, like-minded people

+ are able to attend rehearsals regularly

We rehearse weekly on Wednesdays at
7.30pm in the Bayswater Chapel and we
perform periodically at Templer services and
events.

Over the coming months, we'll be learning

a number of new songs across a variety of
styles, including an Indigenous composition
in language, revisiting old favourites and
preparing for some Christmas performances
towards the end of the year.

If you've ever thought about joining a choir,
we’'d love you to come along. Please contact
me on 0439 318 290 or at k_imberger@
hotmail.com if you'd like to know more or have
any questions.

Welcome to the world, Bastian!

We are thrilled to announce the safe arrival at the Monash Medical Centre of Bastian

Juris Herrvins on July 6.

At birth, a 1.68kg pocket-rocket, he has already “graduated” from the NICU (Neonatall
Intensive Care Unit) at Monash to their Special Care unit, before being transferred
to the Box Hill Hospital. The nurses and doctors have been wonderful. It's a (steep)

learning curve, but all is going well.

We look forward to little Bastian coming home in the near future.

Monika Herrmann/Attrayoo (Tray) Driscoll-Plavins
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REBECCA GILBERT

A community’s generosity takes

centre stage

There are moments when a project becomes

about much more than the finished result. The
installation of the beautiful new stage curtains
in the Bayswater Hall is one of those moments.

What now frames our stage is more than
luxurious fabric in a rich peacock blue. It is

a visible reminder of what can be achieved
when our community comes together with a
shared purpose.

This project was made possible through

the generosity of the many Templers who
responded to our fundraising appeal. Every
contribution, large or small, played a part

in transforming one of the most well-used
spaces in our community. We extend our
sincere thanks to everyone who supported
this initiative. Your generosity has created
something that will be enjoyed for many years
to come.

The final selection of the curtain fabric and
colour was entrusted to two people with an
eye for detail and a deep appreciation for the
character of the Hall: Helga Jurgensen and
Helga Anderson.

As with any worthwhile design decision, there
were plenty of conversations along the way.
The depth of colour, the richness of the fabric
and how the curtains would complement the
warmth of the timber walls were all carefully
considered. Their passion for getting it right
has certainly paid off. Standing proudly beside
the completed curtains, both Helgas couldn’t
hide their delight.

“They're impressive,” they agreed. “They make
a statement and really lift the look of the Hall.”

The new curtains provide a striking backdrop
for concerts, community celebrations,

school performances and countless

future gatherings. They honour the history

at Bayswater while giving it a fresh,
contemporary feel that the whole community
can be proud of.

Perhaps the most wonderful comment came
after the curtains had been admired. With
smiles on their faces, both Helgas simply
asked: “What's next?”

That question perfectly captures the spirit of
our community. Every improvement inspires
another idea and every completed project
encourages the next. Through generosity,
volunteerism and a shared vision, we continue
to build a community that honours its past
while investing confidently in its future.

Thank you to everyone who helped bring this
project to life. We look forward to seeing what
comes next.

SR A il

The new stage curtains. Photo: Martin Eaton




REBECCA GILBERT

Sonnwendfeier 2026:
Keeping tradition alive

What a wonderful celebration of community
spirit, culture and connection our recent
Sonnwendfeier was.

For generations, Sonnwendfeier has been

a Temple Society tradition, celebrating the
winter solstice by bringing people together.
This year’s event honoured that past while
welcoming many new faces.

It was a true group effort, made possible
through the involvement of TSA members,
families, schools, performers, community
groups and local businesses.

The feedback we received was
overwhelmingly positive, with many people
commenting on the welcoming atmosphere.

One community member described it as

“Ein Bombenerfolg” — a smash hit and huge
success — while another said it was “the best
Sonnwendfeier they had ever been to.”

A highlight was seeing so many families
enjoying the activities throughout the evening.

10

The fire pits, lantern parade, fire twirling, light
show and performances created a magical
experience for children and adults alike. One
attendee shared, “The bonfire and fire pits
were amazing,” while another said, “Fantastic.
Loved the fire twirling and Ruccis Circus
workshop.”

The CFA was another welcome addition, with
several families commenting that “the kids
loved this”.

Growing our community
connections

One of the most rewarding outcomes was
welcoming new families and community
members beyond our existing Temple Society
community.

It was wonderful to see strong participation
from families connected with Bayswater South
Primary School through the German Language
School. Our own TSA families also embraced
the lantern parade, helping create the warm
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atmosphere that makes Sonnwendfeier so
special.

It was especially encouraging to meet many
bilingual families visiting for the first time.
Since the event, the German Language School
has received fresh enrolment enquiries, and
TSA has also heard from people interested in
joining and volunteering.

This is exactly the type of community
connection we hope to continue building,
creating spaces where new friendships can
form and everyone feels welcome.

Thank you

Events like Sonnwendfeier simply wouldn’t
happen without our volunteers. Thank you to
everyone who gave their time, energy and
enthusiasm. Your support is what transforms
an event from an idea into a celebration.

As Sonnwendfeier continues to grow, we'd love
to welcome more volunteers. Whether you
can help for an hour, assist behind the scenes

or join the planning team, every contribution
makes a difference.

Looking ahead

Sonnwendfeier gave us a reason to celebrate
and plenty to build on for next year.

We'll continue refining safety, volunteer
coordination, food preparation, lighting,
signage and the overall flow of the evening to
make next year’s event even better.

Thank you to everyone who took the time to
share feedback. Your comments will help
shape future celebrations.

The wonderful attendance, positive feedback
and new community connections show just
how much this event means to so many
people.

Finally, thank you again to our volunteers,
community partners, families and friends who
made my very first Sonnwendfeier such a
memorable night.



KAREN REYES

Sydney Templers

This month has been a bittersweet one for our
community, but it has also been heartwarming to
see everyone come together to support one another
when it mattered most.

We held a livestream of the Celebration of Life

for Renate Beilharz at Meadowbank Hall. Thank
you to Nanne for suggesting this. It was clear how
meaningful it was for our community to have a
space to grieve, remember and celebrate Renate’s
life together.

Our Lunch with Friends was held on the same
mOI’ning at Padstow RSL Club. It was a ChOrming Sydney Templers watching the livestream of Renate Beilharz's
venue that gave us plenty of quiet space to catch Celebration of Life. Photo: Karen Reyes

up. We were a small group of four, which made the

morning feel warm and personal. Thank you to everyone who attended. Our next Lunch with Friends
will be held on Friday, August 14 at Wenty Leagues. As always, if you'd like to join us, please let me
know in advance.

We're looking forward to welcoming Jess Blackwell to Meadowbank Hall on Sunday, August 23. We
hope you'll join us for the service and stay afterwards for tea and conversation. We're also planning
a visit to Orange from October 31 to November 1, instead of our Canberra trip. We'll share more
details soon, but if you're interested, feel free to pencil those dates into your calendar.

Cake stall bakers
wanted!

Our annual Bunnings Bayswater Cake Stall is back on
Saturday, September 5.

We're looking for donations of homemade cakes,
slices, biscuits, muffins and other sweet treats to help
raise vital funds for CHAMPION, supporting individuals
and families in need.

More details, including drop-off information, will be

shared soon. Thank you for helping make a difference, : :
. . Persian love cake was snapped up before it

one delicious bake at a timel! even reached the table! Photo: Martina Eaton

At our last cake stall, Mahshid’s delicious
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LISETTE PINE

Volunteer Spotlight: Sewing
together a lifetime of memories

Christine with her memory quilt. Photo: Lisette Pine

For Christine, sewing is much more than a
hobby. It's a lifelong connection to family,
resilience and love.

Growing up in Levin on New Zealand’s North
Island, Christine learned to sew from her
mother, who was raising three children as

a single parent. Despite having very little,

her mum had an incredible gift for making
“something out of nothing”. She sewed all the
family’s clothes while teaching Christine skills
that would stay with her for life.

At just 18 years of age, Christine made the
courageous decision to move to Australia
with her twin sister. It was her first time away
from home and a huge life change. Soon
after arriving, she bought her very first sewing
machine, a faithful companion that stayed
with her until she was in her 50s.

In 2014, Christine’s partner encouraged her to
replace that much-loved machine with a new
one. In return, he asked her to make a quilt she
could hug, filled with fabrics that reminded her
of family, her parents and her childhood.

In 2026, Christine began creating this deeply
personal project, and it remains a work in
progress. Every piece of fabric tells a story.

It includes material from dresses she wore

to school, treasured family fabrics and even
some left over from the face masks she
lovingly sewed during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“When | don't feel well, | will curl up in my
quilt,” Christine says. “It makes me feel
better because | feel the energy of my family
wrapped around me.”

The quilt has become a beautiful reminder
of the values her mother passed on to her:
the importance of family, independence,
resourcefulness and giving back to the
community.

Those values are what led Christine to
CHAMPION. Since joining as a volunteer at the
beginning of June, she has loved spending
every Monday morning helping others.

“CHAMPION has become a very special place
for me now that I'm retired,” she says. “I love
being able to give back to the community.”

Christine’s story is a wonderful reminder that
the smallest acts of kindness, whether stitched
into a quilt or shared through volunteering,
can create lasting warmth for ourselves and
for others.
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PAUL ENGLISH

Building more than new homes

The Ranges terrace (left) and community lounge and dining area. Photos: TTHA

It is with great pleasure that TTHA can
announce that The Ranges Retirement Village
remains on schedule and is expected to be
completed within the contractual construction
period.

Construction is progressing exceptionally
well, with Practical Completion anticipated by
the end of November. We are now 14 months
into the 18-month build. The first 10 villas are
virtually complete, the remaining three are
well underway, and the Recreation Centre and
apartment building have entered the fit-out
stage.

One of the final milestones will be
reconstructing the driveway from The Haven
to the TTHA kitchen and creating a new
pedestrian walkway linking our existing
Independent Living Units with The Ranges.
This will provide easy access to the Recreation
Centre while physically and socially
connecting the existing community with our
new residents.

14

More than new homes

The Ranges has always been about more
than creating new homes. As our Independent
Living community is growing, so too is the
need for a dedicated place where residents
can meet, participate in activities, enjoy
events and spend time together.

A place to connect

The Recreation Centre has been thoughtfully
designed with our existing residents in mind,
to provide a welcoming space where TTHA's
Independent Living residents can connect,
build friendships within the village and enjoy
a vibrant community close to home. Designed
exclusively for our residents, the Recreation
Centre will become the heart of the village.

If you would like to be part of this community,
please reach out to our Sales Manager
Andrea Fisher on 0483 389 526 or at ranges@

ttha.org.au
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MARK HERRMANN

The Census is coming
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Help put Temple Society Australia
on the map

Every five years, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics conducts a Census, counting every
person and household in Australia. The next
Census is on Tuesday, August 11, 2026.

Why this matters

Question 24 on the Census form is optional
and asks about a person’s religion or faith.

This question measures a person'’s religious or
faith affiliation, which may be different from
their practice of or participation in religious or
faith activities. It also allows people to indicate
that they have no religious or faith affiliation.

The Australian Government uses this
information to help plan services, make
informed decisions and better understand

the nation’s communities. As Temple Society
Australia increasingly engages with federal,
state and local governments through
advocacy and submissions, it is important that
our community is accurately represented.

'

\f"'
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How to record Temple Society
Australia

There are tick boxes for the most common
responses from the 2021 Census, along with an
other (specify) option.

As Temple Society Australia was not one of the
most common responses in 202], it does not
appear as a tick-box option.

If you are a member, friend or associate of TSA
and feel this reflects your faith community, we
would greatly appreciate you recording:

Question 24 - Religion/Faith
Select: Other (specify)
Enter: Temple Society Australia

Every response counts

Accurate Census information helps ensure
governments have a better understanding

of our TSA community. Every response
contributes to a clearer picture of who we are
and strengthens our ability to represent and
advocate for our community into the future.
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ERIKA CHRISTIAN

Book review: Eleven Letters to You

Having recently become aware of Helen Elliot’s
memoir, Eleven Letters to You, | read it with
great interest. Helen grew up in Boronia, as |
did, and so much of what she wrote about was
familiar to me. | didn't know her personally, as
she was two years older than me, but we did
attend the same schools. (My older sister does
remember her, though.)

As the title suggests, the book is made up of
letters to people who had a positive impact on
Helen'’s life. As she says, they were people she
loved, and they all sound very worthy of that
love.

Reading about Mrs Grenness reminded me of
Frau llse Weller. Before we moved to Boroniq,
we lived in Ormond East, and Frau Weller was
just a few houses away. My sister and |, and
often just me, would regularly visit her for a
chat and always receive a warm welcome,
usually with a biscuit and a glass of milk. She
was certainly a positive influence on my early
life.

In her letters to former teachers, Helen reflects
on her years at school. Two of the Boronia
Primary School teachers she mentions are
people | remember well: Mrs Matthews in the
library (1, too, loved Enid Blyton books and was
a regular borrower) and Mrs Allen. In fact, Mrs
Allen was still teaching there in 1969 when | was
completing a teaching placement at Boronia
Primary School.

One memory that particularly stood out was
Helen’s description of the German children at
the school, of whom | was one. She writes that
there were around sixty (!!) pupils in her class
and the few children from the “nearby religious
colony called Templers” stood out because
their clothes were “embroidered with brightly

16

coloured designs” and the boys “had leather
braces that went across their chests in a
complicated and comfortable way to hold up
their baggy trousers. They looked like costumes
from a book and it distinguished them from the
Australians”.

| found this description surprising because |
had never been aware of how distinctive we
appeared to others.

Of course, that's often how children see the
world. | never felt discriminated against or
uncomfortable, apart from on ANZAC Day, and
| thoroughly enjoyed my years at school in
Boronia.

Helen’s use of the word colony also caught
my attention. | suppose we did live in a colony
of sorts, as many Templer families lived close
together in the south-eastern area of Boronia.
(When | wrote my Growing Up in Boronia
report, | included a map showing where
everyone lived.)

As Helen's letters move into her years at
Boronia High School, | found myself recognising
many of the teachers she mentions. The school
was demolished in the 1980s, | believe, so it was
a pleasure to revisit those memories.

The final letters describe the people Helen
came to know during her first years of
employment after leaving school. Through
them, Melbourne in the 1960s came vividly
back to life for me.

| thoroughly enjoyed reading Eleven Letters

to You. It took me back to my childhood and
youth, and | would happily recommend it to
anyone who grew up during that era or has an
interest in that period of Australian life.
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Paris Comes to the Clubrooms

Traude, Helga and Inky reliving memories of living abroad and travelling to Paris during one of two
screenings of Mrs Harris Goes to Paris held in the Members’ Clubroom, transformed into a Parisian
scene, with the windows featuring a backdrop of the Eiffel Tower and a French café and patisserie.

Knox Seniors Festival
Special TSA Event

Tuesday, October 6
10.30am
Bayswater Hall

. . o r—~ BOOK HERE
As part of the Knox Seniors Festival, the TSA is delighted to present i T H B
Blue Suede Matinee, a spectacular Elvis and Roy Orbison tribute show 8 . |'I1' !:' B
in the Bayswater Hall. bt

Gather your friends and book a table for a morning of great music,
nostalgia and fun. Your $19 ticket includes the live performance and
a delicious morning tea.

This is an exclusive pre-release for TSA members, with tickets
available to members before they are released to the general public
in September.
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Heritage Discussion
Group update

The TSA Heritage Discussion Group (formerly
Telelink) now meets once a month in person
at the Changing Seasons Café. The monthly
Zoom catch-up has been discontinued.

When: Third Monday of each month
Time:1.30 pm
Where: Changing Seasons Café

Whether you're a regular attendee or would
like to join for the first time, we’d love to see
you for an afternoon of conversation, shared
stories and heritage discussion over coffee.

Knitters wanted

The TTHA Craft Group has received a
generous donation of good quality wool,
ideal for knitting socks. Unfortunately,

no one in our group is able to knit socks
anymore, so we dre hoping someone in the
community might be willing to help.

If you can help, we would be very grateful.
Please contact Erika English on 0448 375 196
or Helga Kuerschner on 0418 180 005.

Bentleigh Roster

LAWN MOWING

Saturday, August1

Herb Hoffmann and Theo Richter
Saturday, August 22

Josh and Julian Lu

FLOWERS

Sunday, August 2
Youth Service

Annette Wagner-Hesse

Birthdays

Congratulations to Wilhelm (Bill) Sawatzky
on celebrating his 103rd birthday!

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer
Mitglieder:

e Ulrich Hapke 87
* IngeborgHoefer 84
* John Hohnholt 920
e RichardHornung 93
¢ Hennigimberger 85
* HelgaJurgensen 88
* HelgalLébert 87
 llse Nicholson 82
e Wilhelm Sawatzky 103
¢ Rosemarie Weller 78

und wianschen auch allen hier nicht
angefuhrten Geburtstagskindern alles Gute
und Schéne zum neuen Lebensjahr - Happy
Birthday!

Help us keep the
Membership
Directory up-to-
date

We're preparing an updated Membership
Directory. Please check your details in the
current directory and let us know of any
changes to your postal address, email
address, mobile number or phone number.

Please send updates to nanne@
templesociety.org.au as soon as possible.
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Services in August

Sunday, August 2

Youth Service & Catch Up
10am

Bentleigh Hall

ELDERS: CHRISTINE & HARALD RUFF

Using Mark 10:17-27, The Rich Man’s
Sad Hour, as our starting point, we will
explore the theme: “Life doesn’'t come
with an instruction book, so how do you
find your way through it?”

Through personal reflections and lived
experience, Jess Blackwell, Jadyn

Katz, Emma Wied and Heinz Vollmer
will share insights into the challenges,
choices and lessons that have shaped
their journeys.

Snacks and giant games will be
available in the Hall after the service,
providing an opportunity to catch
up with friends, make new ones and
mingle from 1lam to Ipm.

Sunday, August 16
10am

Bayswater Chapel &
Livestream

ELDER: THEO RICHTER
Human vs. Divine Perspective

Jonah was a Hebrew prophet, son
of Amittai, known for his mission

to Nineveh and the story of being
swallowed by a large fish. In this
text, we shall learn of Jonah’s anger,

an anger that reflects a limited
human understanding of justice and
mercy. While he focuses on fairness
and retribution, God emphasises
the broader value of life and the
importance of compassion.

Can’tjoin us in person?

NEW! This service will be held in person
and broadcast live.

Join here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/879956848
06?pwd=HMSBZYebC758PpJMbfSVvKk
WhTC3Nv.1

If technical issues interrupt the
livestream, a recording of the service
will be made available as soon as
possible afterwards.

Sunday, August 23
10.30am
Meadowbank Hall

ELDER: JESSICA BLACKWELL

More details will follow in the Online
Bulletin.

Sunday, August 30
Pre-recorded Service
Available from 7.30am
onwards

ELDER: INGRID HOFFMANN

More details and a link to watch will
follow in the Online Bulletin.
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WHAT'S ON

August

Mondays (Bentleigh)
Tuesdays (Bayswater)

German Language School

TIME

5to 7.30pm

VENUE

Bentleigh Hall / Bayswater Halll

One of Melbourne’s longest-running community
language schools. After-school German classes
for children aged 5-18.

Tuesday, August 11

Frauenverein

TIME

12pm

VENUE
Bentleigh Hall

The Frauenverein has been bringing women
together for generations through friendship,
conversation and shared traditions. Join us for
lunch, fellowship and an enjoyable afternoon in
a warm and welcoming atmosphere.

20

Every Thursday

Chair-based Exercises

TIME

2pm

VENUE
Bentleigh Hall

Gentle exercises designed to improve

strength, balance and flexibility in a supportive
environment. Suitable for all fithess levels, these
sessions help keep you active while enjoying
good company and plenty of laughs along the
way.

Every Wednesday
Singing Group

TIME

7.30pm

VENUE

Bayswater Chapel

Love to sing? New voices are always
welcome. No formal experience is
needed, just enthusiasm. The group
prepares music for worship services and
community events while enjoying the fun
and friendship that comes with singing
together.
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WHAT'S ON

August

Saturday, August 15

Working Bees: Not one, but two!

TIME

8am
VENUE
Bayswater

Help keep our community looking its best.
From gardening and general maintenance to
small repairs and tidy-ups, there are jobs for all
abilities and plenty of opportunities for a chat
along the way.

TIME

9.30am

VENUE

Bayswater Community Garden

Help maintain the community garden by
planting, pruning, weeding and preparing it
for the seasons ahead. Whether you're an
experienced gardener or simply keen to lend a
hand, everyone is welcome.

Mondays in
the Community
Garden

More than gardening. Learn something
new each week.

August 3

Chair-based Zumba with Di
Get moving with a fun, low-impact
Zumlba session suitable for all abilities,
held in the Bayswater Hall.

August 10

Recycled CD Garden Art
Create colourful garden decorations
using recycled CDs to reflect home,
belonging and community.

August 17

Seeds for Change

Discover bush tucker plants,
sustainable gardening and traditional
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
land management practices.

August 24

Book Week Garden

Gathering

Celebrate Book Week with bookmark
making, book sharing and
conversations about favourite reads.

August 31

Wear It Purple Celebration
Create potpourri bags and purple
flower posies while celebrating
inclusion, diversity and community
connection.
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WHAT'S ON

August

Friday, August 14

Lunch with Friends

TIME

11.45am

VENUE

Wenty Leagues Club

A relaxed monthly lunch for our Sydney folk.
Enjoy good food, great conversation and the
chance to catch up with familiar faces while
welcoming new ones. Everyone is encouraged
to come along.

Tuesday, August 25

Coffee & Craft Afternoon
[Kaffeeklatsch & Bastelnachmittag]

TIME

Tlam

VENUE
Bentleigh Hall

Bring along your knitting, sewing, crochet or
another favourite craft and enjoy a relaxed
morning over coffee. Whether you're creating
something new or simply looking for friendly
conversation, everyone is welcome.

22

Monday, August 17

Heritage Discussion Group

TIME

1.30pm

VENUE

Changing Seasons Café

Explore Temple Society history, traditions and
stories in an informal discussion setting. Bring
your memories, questions and curiosity as we
learn from one another and preserve the rich
heritage of our community.

Wednesday, August 5 and 19

Board Games (formerly
Backgammon)

TIME

4.30pm

VENUE

Members’ Clubroom, Bayswater

Our Backgammon group has grown into
a broader board games afternoon. Come
and enjoy old favourites, discover new
games and share a few laughs over the
table.
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AT A GLANCE

August

SUN 2

Youth Service
Bentleigh « 10am

6@
Temple Society

Australia

MON 3

Chair-based Zumba with Di
Bayswater « 10am

German Language class (weekly)
Bentleigh - 5-7.30pm

TSA Limited Board Meeting
Online « 7pm

SAT15

Working Bee
Bayswater « 8am

Community Garden Working Bee
Bayswater « 9.30am

SUN 16

Service
Bayswater + Livestream « 10am

TUE 4

German Language class (weekly)
Bayswater - 5-7.30 pm

WED 5

Board Games (formerly Backgammon)
Bayswater » 4.30pm

Singing Group (weekly)
Bayswater « 7.30pm

MON 17

Seeds for Change
Bayswater « 10am

Heritage Discussion Group
Changing Seasons Café « 1.30pm

WED 19

Board Games (formerly Backgammon)
Bayswater » 4.30pm

THU 6

Chair-based Exercises (weekly)
Bentleigh « 2pm

SUN 23

Service
Meadowbank Hall « 10.30am

MON 10

Recycled CD Garden Art
Bayswater « 10am

MON 24

Book Week Garden Gathering
Bayswater « 10am

TUETN

Frauenverein
Bentleigh < 12pm

TUE 25

Coffee & Craft Afternoon
Bentleigh « Tlam

FRI 14

Lunch with Friends
Wenty Leagues + 11.45am

SUN 30

Pre-recorded Service
Online « Available from 7.30am

MON 31

Wear It Purple Celebration
Bayswater « 10am

More events and updates at templesociety.org.au/events



https://templesociety.org.au/events

