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Main Cover Image

The bonfire from
Sonnwendfeier on Saturday,
June 20. Photo: Jason East
Photography

Contributions

We love hearing from our
community.

Templer Talk is published 11
times a year, from February
to December/January.

Contributions are welcome
and close on the 15th of
each month.

Acknowledgement

of Country

The Temple Society
Australia respectfully
acknowledges the
Traditional Custodians

of the land on which we
gather, the Wurundjeri, Woi-
wurrung; the Ngaruk-Willam
clan of the Boon Wurrung;
and the Wallumedegal
Peoples. We recognise

their spiritual and cultural
connection to country, and
pay our respects to Elders
past and present.
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ANNETTE WAGNER-HESSE

Peace. Be still.

Faith, trust and navigating change were central themes explored during

a guided lectio divina reflection led by Eva McAlister at the recent Elders’
workshop. Using the story of Jesus calming the storm, participants reflected
on uncertainty, transition and the importance of listening deeply to ourselves,
each other and the divine.

At the Elders’ workshop on the weekend of the
Sonnwendfeier, we participated in sessions
by various presenters including a “lectio
divina” (divine reading). This is a meditative
practice involving deeper consideration of a
Bible passage. Its goal: to allow the scripture
to transform the heart and not just inform
the mind. We read the passage several
times, slowly and carefully, noting words or
phrases that stood out, then meditated on
what the text was asking of us. There was
the opportunity to give prayerful responses
and finally there was a period to rest in the
understanding provided.

We were guided through this practice by Eva
McAlister, known to some Templers through

her time as conductor of the Austrian Singers
with whom our choir participated in German
choral festivals. Eva has recently completed
a degree in theology and a certificate in
meditation at the University of Divinity.

The Bible passage we focused on was the
calming of the storm by Jesus on the Sea of
Galilee. It involves transition from one side of
the lake to the other. Eva and | had previously
discussed what would be helpful for the Elders
and the Temple Society in our current period
of transition. On the lake a sudden windstorm
erupts. Overcome with panic, and desperately
afraid as the boat is swamped, the disciples
wake Jesus. He was sleeping, exhausted

from preaching. Jesus rebuked the wind and



commanded the sea to be still: “Peace! Be
stilll” Thereupon the wind ceased and there
was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why

are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” The
disciples were filled with awe and asked one
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind
and the sea obey him?”

What does this passage hold for each of us, as
individuals and collectively as a community?
We are moving through a period of rapid
change and transition. Change can feel
uncomfortable, even unsettling.

What does it mean to have faith? When we

observe Jesus in this situation, we see he was
able to look after his own physical needs and
sleep. He trusted that all would be well during
the crossing. The disciples were flailing about,

ANNETTE WAGNER-HESSE

highly anxious, insecure in themselves. Were
they neglecting their own physical needs?
They were critical of Jesus saying: “Teacher,
do you not care that we are perishing?”
Criticism is often used as a mask for one’s own
insecurities.

In this story Jesus calms and overcomes
chaos, saving the disciples. His faith in God
gives him power. Order is restored. Faith and
confidence allow safe passage.

How do you see this challenge? Do you seek
help for yourself? When you listen deeply, does
your heart guide your actions? As Templers we
do not try to define God. However, we do say
that we recognise the divine spark in each of
us, the good in one another. Can we trust each
other enough to transform ourselves?

From the Regional Head

It's been another busy month. I'm feeling
increasingly buoyed by the meetings, activities
and events I've attended and seeing some of
the facets of our community in action. We are
so lucky to have many committed members
and staff ensuring a rich communal life. It's
wonderful to see our new systems coming

to the fore, enabling efficient processing of
memberships, achieving (and exceeding!)
our fundraising goal for the new Bayswater
Hall stage curtains and being able to plan

for events knowing how many attendees to
expect.

At the end of May, Doris Frank and | travelled to
Sydney for the Heritage Day. We were lucky to
enjoy a varied concert of both contemporary
and more classic works by Ingrid Turner’s choir
(River City Voices) in Parramatta followed by

a convivial supper with fellow Templers. This
included the surprise addition of Anna Beilharz

from Melbourne. Saturday allowed us time to
catch up with my sister Marianne and cousin
Alfred Bernhard, a born tour guide and very
knowledgeable about all manner of topics,
including Templer history. We enjoyed dinner
with some of the Sydney community in the
evening. The Heritage Day event on Sunday
was fun. We shared Doris’ photographic
research into the various confirmations held
in Sydney and chuckled over some quizzes
before enjoying an amazing lunch spread.
Thank you, dear friends, for your warm
hospitality in the beautifully maintained,
welcoming space in the Meadowbank church.

The initiative of Krista Imberger saw us
embark on planning an event for National
Reconciliation Week. It was exciting to explore
something completely different. Sincere
thanks go to Krista and the singing group

for their commitment. We received excellent
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support from Bec and Ange in running the
event. It was exciting to receive the surprise
gift of an indigenous plant to take home, and
to see the display of First Nations calendars
and books while enjoying a delicious

supper. We raised $600 to help support the
Boorndawan Willam Aboriginal Health Service.

The City of Glen Eira hosted a lovely volunteer
recognition evening on June 11. The following
women were recognised for their sustained
TSA community contributions:

+ 10 years - Suzy Ware (member of the
Welfare & Wellbeing Committee, agenda
and budget planning, minutes and report
writing)

» 20 years - Heidi Richter (flower
arrangements for services and responsible
for the roster in Bentleigh)

« 30 years - Veronica Rutowicz (piano
playing at services, responsible for
the musicians’ roster in Bentleigh and
Bayswater)

At Irene Bouzo's Founding Day service, Nicole
Seymour interpreted the Bible reading and
Tamara Bouzo spoke about the negative
attitudes and restrictions she has encountered
as a young woman in her working life. She
articulated what many of us feel: it's rare

to feel “ready” for challenging situations.
Sometimes you just need to plunge in.

It's wonderful to welcome the following three
new members. Please reach out and help
them feel part of the community. | encourage
all members to talk to your partners, children,
relatives and friends about our community
and alert them to our website so they can
consider if TSA membership is something
they'd like to take up. We want to share our
story and work towards realising our values.
Personal connections help anchor these.

New Members

+ Jadyn Katz

Brigitte Salwat

Carolin Yip

Heidi, Suzy and Veronica recognised by the City of Glen Eira for their many years of dedicated service and contribution. Photo: Annette Wagner-Hesse



SONNWENDFEIER

Highlights

Some highlights from a wonderful evening of firelight, commmunity and winter celebration. Photos: Jason East Photography
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Community Garden

EVENT SGHEDULE

©)10-MAM &) 51ELIZABETH ST, BAYSWATER

Bees in the Garden - Learn about the important role bees play in
pollination, food production and healthy gardens with a local beekeeper.

Garden Wind Chimes - Create your own decorative wind chime to add
colour, sound and character to the community garden.

Homemade Granola Workshop - Learn how to make healthy
homemade granola and enjoy sharing recipes and tastings together.

Chair-Based Zumba with Di - Get moving with a fun, low-impact Zumba
session suitable for all abilities, held in the Bayswater Hall.

Recycled CD Garden Art - Create colourful garden decorations
using recycled CDs to reflect home, belonging and community.

Seeds for Change - Discover bush tucker plants, sustainable
gardening and traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander land
management practices.

Book Week Garden Gathering — Celebrate Book Week with bookmark
making, book sharing and conversations about favourite reads.

Wear It Purple Celebration — Create potpourri bags and purple flower
posies while celebrating inclusion, diversity and community connection.

Garden Wellness Session - Learn about healing plants and medicinal
herbs with a guest herbalist and explore how gardens support wellbeing.

End of Term Sing-Along & Morning Tea - Celebrate the end of Term 3
with morning tea, singing and community connection.

Activities may be subject to change. in the event of bad weather, sessions will be held indoors.

Proudly sponsored by . Bendigo Bank




DGR STATUS WORKING GROUP

Strengthening community

wellbeing

A Dedicated
Charitable Entity

D ©-@

Our existing A dedicated charitable
welfare organisation

TSA community

A trusted, connected
community

(®) 2

Tax-deductible Greater grant

donations access

Caring for one another has always been an
important part of our community life.

Over recent years, there have been an
increasing number of conversations about
how we can strengthen the TSA's ability to
assist people into the future, particularly

in areas of welfare, community care and
wellbeing.

A dedicated charitable entity

As part of this, a small working group has
been exploring the possibility of establishing
a separate charitable entity dedicated
specifically to welfare and community
support activities within the TSA.

This type of structure is common amongst
many faith and community organisations,

Focused on care and
community wellbeing

©

Stronger welfare Better community
delivery support

Stronger support
for our community

More resources, better
outcomes, lasting impact

including groups such as Anglicare, Baptcare,
UnitingCare and, closer to home, TTHA.

It allows welfare and support work to operate
through a dedicated charitable organisation
set up specifically for that purpose.

Why this model?

One of the key reasons for exploring this
model is the opportunity to apply for
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status.

DGR status allows donations to be tax
deductible to the donor and can open
access to a broader range of grants, funding
opportunities and charitable support
programs that are generally not available
directly to faith-based organisations like the
TSA.



Importantly, the purpose of this work is to
strengthen our ability to care for people,
both within our own community and, where
appropriate, through broader initiatives
that reflect Templer values.

This is not about changing the identity or
purpose of the TSA, but looking to create
stronger foundations for care strategies
into the future.

In many ways, it is similar to the recent

TSA constitutional and structural changes,
which strengthened governance and
long-term sustainability behind the scenes
while allowing everyday community life to
continue as normal.

Governance and planning

Establishing a charitable entity like

this also involves a range of legal and
administrative responsibilities, including
its own governance, financial reporting,
policies and accountability processes.

This work is still in the planning and
exploratory stage and there is more to
consider and discuss as it develops.

Keeping the community
informed

We wanted to begin sharing this initiative
with the community early, as members
may start hearing discussions or see
aspects of the work progressing over the
coming months.

As always, our intention is to keep the
membership informed and bring people
along the journey.

Further updates and opportunities for

discussion will be shared as planning
progresses.
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MARTINA EATON

Community Care

A near-death experience in 2019 made
me rethink how | wanted to live my life.

| did not want to reach the end of my
days feeling like | had wasted time or
missed opportunities. Easier said than
done! So at the beginning of each year, |
try to improve my life in some way. Not a
resolution, because those are bound to
fail. More of a goal.

| decided 2026 would be my year for
saying yes to things that fill my cup.

Often, midway through the year, | reflect
on how | am going and, | must say, in
recent years | have actually been doing
what | set out to do. These goals have
included overcoming my fear of spiders
(tick), undertaking more advocacy to help
prevent family violence (tick), volunteering
locally (tick) and learning new things
(tick).

So, my time off in June was about filling
my cup. Sleeping in. Going out for a nice
meal with my partner. Paying attention
to the wildlife and beauty around me.
Cuddling my dogs and cats. Calling

my friends for a chat or to meet up
somewhere and, finally, reading lots of
books!

So, | ask you to consider this: are you
making the most of each moment? Are
you happy? Quoting the wise words of Bill
Keane: “Yesterday is history, tomorrow is
a mystery, but today is a gift. That's why
they call it the present.”
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JAN JOHNSON

Sydney Templers

A huge thanks to Doris Frank and Annette
Wagner-Hesse for being involved in the
Heritage Day event at the Meadowbank Hall,
focusing on past confirmations and shared
memories from across the years. Annette
also hosted a fun and engaging quiz,

which everyone thoroughly enjoyed and
sparked plenty of conversation and laughter
throughout the afternoon.

Have you visited our Street Library lately?
The community is making wonderful use
of it and we warmly encourage members
to bring along a book to share and
perhaps take another home in return. It is
a lovely way to discover something new
to read, reconnect with an old favourite

or simply enjoy the spirit of sharing within
the community. Even the postie regularly
asks whether there is anything new on the
shelves!

Although we do not have a July service,

the monthly lunch will still be going ahead.
Please contact Karen Reyes for more
information. Karen has kindly been helping
keep things running smoothly while | am on
Long Service Leave, and | am very grateful
for her support and care during this time.

| will return on August 3, hopefully feeling
refreshed, renewed and ready for the
second half of the year.

The wonderful Heritage Day event at Meadowbank Hall. Photos: Peter Liebeskind, Karen Reyes and Annette Wagner-Hesse



WINFRIED BEILHARZ

Thank you, Irene

We would like to sincerely thank Dr Irene Bouzo, who has
recently resigned as a Director of TSA Limited, for her many
years of service and leadership within our community.

Irene has served with dedication, integrity and deep
thoughtfulness, including as Regional Head from 2020 to 2025
and as Regional Council Chair during a period of significant
change, challenge and transition for the organisation.

Throughout this time, Irene approached leadership with

care, wisdom and a strong commitment to the wellbeing of
the community. Her calm presence, steady guidance and
willingness to carry responsibility through difficult and complex
periods has been deeply valued and appreciated.

While Irene is stepping down as a Director, we are very grateful
that she will continue serving our community as an Elder.

Thank you, Irene, for the many years of time, energy and care
you have given to TSA and the wider Templer community.

Online service
available now

Jess Blackwell’s online service
on perception and balance is
available to watch at this link:
https://youtu.be/mRY07pcP2d0

In this thoughtful reflection, she
explores themes of perception,
reconciliation and renewal,
considering how light and
darkness, truth-telling and
understanding can shape the
way we relate to one another.
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Take time to recharge -
while their care continues.

Being a carer means giving so much of yourself every day - and taking
time to care for yourself is important too!

At Accent Home Care, we offer flexible, personalised in-home respite
support so your loved one can continue receiving the care they deserve in
the comfort of home. From personal care and companionship to meals,
transport and recovery after hospital - we're here when you need us.

Whether it's a few hours each week or more extended support, we'll help
ensure exceptional care continues seamlessly.

Speak with our helpful team today to see how we can support you and
your loved one.

accenly < o:ceion

HOME CARE @ accenthomecare.org.au
ST

Scan here
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MONIKA MADDOCK

Reconciliation Week

Moments from our Reconciliation Week evening. Photos: Ange Woodburn

We were promised a small, relaxed event to
mark Reconciliation Week this year. It proved
to be that and much more: informative,
entertaining and thought-provoking.

After Christine Ruff's thoughtful
Acknowledgement of Country, we watched

a video of a lovely First Nations song

Morning Star, Evening Star performed by

the Yugambeh Youth Choir. More than just a
simple song, stories in Indigenous culture are
used to pass on knowledge about many things
— geography, seasons, history and laws about
the right way to live. The stars and planets are
used to teach through song, dance and art.
It's a thing we humans have in common, the
fascination and storytelling about the night
sky.

14

We have to thank Krista Imberger, our choir
leader, for such an engaging evening.
Australian choirs were encouraged to learn
and perform the 1980s Midnight Oil song Beds
Are Burning for Reconciliation Week. More
than 41,000 people across the country came
together as part of more than 700 Voices

for Reconciliation choirs. Krista told us about
the origin of the song (the return of Uluru

to the Pitjantjatjara people and inspired by
Midnight QOil's tour of remote communities in
the Outback) and the Australian regions it
describes, giving us a deeper appreciation of
the lyrics.

Our singing group’s performance, calling for

truth, land rights and reconciliation, was a
highlight of the evening.
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Two special guests, Antoinette Gentile and
Orla Murphy, came along to tell us about

the Boorndawan Willam Aboriginal Healing
Service. The purpose of the centre, based in
the Eastern Metropolitan Region, is to give
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
opportunities to develop strong families,

live in safe communities and have healthy
lives. We raised money to contribute to the
centre. Antoinette spoke about the role of
Reconciliation Week in rallying all of us to
learn about our shared histories, cultures

and achievements. She encouraged us to
commit wholeheartedly to building respectful
relationships and actively participating in
meaningful change, not just during this special
week, but every day.

We who attended were invited to think about
how we might contribute to reconciliation,
since, as Antoinette put it, reconciliation is not
a spectator sport. She told us that Knox and
surrounds has a rich Indigenous history and
suggested we find out about how First Nations
people lived, as well as significant sites and
events here in our neighbourhood.

The definition of reconciliation is to restore to
friendship or harmony. This encouragement to
reconcile is presenting us with the opportunity
to enrich our lives and asking that we
approach First Nations people and culture
with a generous spirit. It fits right in with our
Templer values of trust, respect, acceptance
and community.
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LISETTE PINE

Timberlink supports CHAMPION

Marting, Lisette and volunteers preparing care packages generously donated by Timberlink Pty Ltd for CHAMPION visitors and families.

Photo: Lisette Pine

In June, CHAMPION was delighted to receive
80 care packages generously donated by
Timberlink.

The care packages contained a range

of essential household and pantry items,
including toilet paper, coffee, soap and other
everyday necessities that will provide valuable
support to CHAMPION visitors and their
families.

Timberlink is an organisation committed to
advancing First Nations reconciliation, and
this commitment was clearly reflected in the
donation. An impressive 43% of the products
included in the care packages were sourced
through Aboriginal-owned organisations,

16

including Cultural Choice and MOS, businesses
that actively support and procure goods from
First Nations enterprises.

This generous contribution was made

during National Reconciliation Week and
demonstrates how local businesses can make
a meaningful difference in their communities
while supporting important social and
economic outcomes. Partnerships such as
these highlight the power of collaboration and
the positive impact that community-minded
organisations can have on the lives of others.

We extend our sincere thanks to Timberlink for

its generosity, commitment to reconciliation
and ongoing support of our community.
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July Services

Sunday, July 5
Service
Bentleigh, 10am

ELDER: INGRID TURNER

On this day, we welcome Ingrid Turner from
Sydney. All are warmly invited to join us.

Sunday, July 19
German Service
Bayswater, 10am

ELDER: ANNETTE WAGNER-HESSE

Once a year we hold a service in the
German language. Perhaps you'd like to
bring your children so they can hear some
spoken and sung German? Perhaps you'd
like to discover how much of the language
some of us grew up with still speaks to
you? Or perhaps you'd simply like to see
whether it's possible to glean meaning
through English’s cousin language? This
service will include reflections on the Lord'’s
Prayer, various ‘voices’ and some images
to help keep you on track should you miss
elements of the text. Everyone is welcome!

In memoriam

We remember Alfred Steltenkamp following
his passing on May 30, 2026. Alfred

was a resident of TTHA. His wife, Alwyn,
passed away in September 2023. He is
remembered with warmth by those who
knew him.

Birthdays

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag
unserer Mitglieder.

Irmgard Arndt 88
Brigitte Bartlett 78
Monika Baumstark 84
Clive Catlow 79
Christine Helleren 79
Walter Hopp 84
Peter Riordan 75

Hannelore Schmidt 92

Hannelore Steller 82
Peter Uhlherr 88
Renate Weber 83

und wianschen auch allen hier nicht
angefuhrten Geburtstagskindern alles
Gute und Schéne zum neuen Lebensjahr
- Happy Birthday!

Member updates

Jessica Blackwell has moved to Upwey.
Monika Herrmann and Attrayoo Driscoll-
Plavins have moved to Ringwood.

Their email and mobile details remain
unchanged.

Bentleigh Roster

LAWN MOWING
Saturday, July 4
Franz Hesse and Katja Hesse

FLOWERS

Sunday, July 5
Heidi Richter
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WHAT’S ON

July

SUNS

Service
Bentleigh « 10am

6@
Temple Society

Australia

MON 6

TSA Heritage
Discussion Group
Online « 3pm

TSA Limited Board Meeting
Online « 7pm

THU 16

Chair-based Exercises (weekly)
Bentleigh « 2pm

SAT18

Working Bee
Bayswater « 8am

Community Garden Working Bee
Bayswater « 9.30am

WED 8

Backgammon (fortnightly)
Bayswater « 4.30pm

SUN 19

German Service
Bayswater « 10am

FRI10

Lunch with Friends
Padstow RSL ¢ 11.45am

MON 13

Community Garden:
Bees in the Garden
Bayswater « 10am

German Language class (weekly)

Bentleigh - 5-7.30pm

MON 20

Community Garden: Garden Wind
Chimes
Bayswater « 10am

TSA Heritage
Discussion Group
Changing Seasons Café « 1.30pm

TUE 14

Frauenverein
Bentleigh « 12pm

German Language class (weekly)

Bayswater - 5-7.30 pm

MON 27

Community Garden:
Homemade Granola Workshop
Bayswater « 10am

TUE 28

Coffee & Craft Afternoon
[Kaffeeklatsch & Bastelnachmittag]
Bentleigh « Tlam

More events and updates at templesociety.org.au/events


https://templesociety.org.au/events

