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In June this year, I had the good fortune to be invited
to take a Saal at the Sydney Templer Community
church building in Meadowbank. I came a day early
and stayed with my daughter Danni and her family
in Kingsford, which is a somewhat inner suburb of
Sydney. I asked Danni to come with me to the service
the following day, thinking that at least that would
ensure there was a congregation of one.
However, I need not have worried. A strong
attendance of various ages though the photographic
presentation of a recent trip to Israel by Peter and Bev
Leszinsky, which was scheduled to follow the service,
was probably the reason for this.
Sharing a Sunday service with the Sydney Templer
Community caused me to reflect upon my first visit to
Sydney in the summer of 1969. It was with my school
friend Dieter Kirchner. If I am not mistaken, we had
borrowed his mother’s old VW Beetle for the trip. I
remember visiting the Hoffmann family on their farm
in Plumpton. I was pleased to find Gisela Hoffmann

SEASONS
OF LIFE
Geoff McCallum

in the Meadowbank congregation, though this also
reminded me of the recent passing of her husband,
Klaus.
A lot of water has flowed under the bridge since my
first visit to Sydney. I was 18 at that time and you
could say, in retrospect, that it was the Spring of my
life. I suppose I am now in the Autumn. Though all the
seasons have had their share of storms, Autumn has
largely been sunny for me.
Seasons are a good metaphor for the human journey
through life. Later during the Spring of my life I lived
for a time in Japan. The Japanese are very conscious
of nature and the seasons. As it is in Europe, Spring
is celebrated as the season of new life. Central to
the celebration of Spring in Japan, is the celebration
of the flowering of the cherry blossoms. It is enjoyed
by many through picnics under the blossom trees.
Women and girls dressed in kimono, men drinking
sake. To the Japanese, the cherry blossoms are a
metaphor for human life. They bud and flower and are
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beautiful, then the pink blossoms fall in the wind

Gospels, his earthly journey began when he was

and disappear from sight.

born of his mother Mary, in a stable in Bethlehem.
This is why we celebrate Christmas. However,

The blossoms provide a poignant and sad reminder

I would like recount a later period in his life as

of the transitory, ephemeral nature of human life in

depicted in the Gospel of Matthew (Chapter 3).

general, and youth in particular. It is a bit like the
feelings we older people experience at a traditional

John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, was preaching in

wedding, where the bride and groom are beautiful

the Judean wilderness, proclaiming the message,

in their youth, optimism and innocence. And the

“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is upon you.”

younger guests wonder why, the older guests shed

Jesus arrived at the Jordan and came to John to

a tear!

be baptised. John tried to dissuade him saying,
“It is I who need to be baptised by you.” But he

Human life in its essence is a journey of discovery.

did baptise Jesus according to his wishes and “no

We are born innocent. We discover our mother,

sooner had Jesus been baptised and come up out

then our family and then discover the world at

of the water than the heavens were opened and

large. It is an outward-looking experience. The

he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove

understanding of oneself and the inner journey

to alight upon him and there came a voice from

generally comes much later.

heaven saying, ‘This is my beloved Son in whom I
take great delight.’”

I remember some years ago reading the book
Facing the Fifties by Australian psychologist and

Jesus’ baptism signalled an abrupt change in his

analyst Peter O’Connor. He was the person who

life’s journey. After 40 days in the wilderness, he

first coined the phrase ‘mid-life crisis’ to describe

embarked upon his life’s mission. Today many

an earlier phase of the human journey. However,

of us would recognise Jesus’ baptism as the

his book describes a later phase which begins

moment when he underwent that profound and

with some inner turbulence triggering a heightened

disturbing change in his perception of reality which

awareness of the fact that life is a one-way journey

Buddhists, Hindus and many Christians would

and culminating in an acceptance of one’s ultimate

describe as undergoing enlightenment or self-

destiny and a greater sense of benevolence and

realisation.

responsibility.
However, I would be the last to suggest that
As adolescence encompasses the puberty of the

baptism as practised in most Christian Churches

body, the fifties arguably encompass the puberty of

has anything to do with Jesus’ experience of

the soul.

enlightenment, apart from making reference to it.

Jesus, after whom the religion of Christianity is

I would see the account in Matthew as, in part,

named, also had a journey. As recounted in the

a probable account of a factual event; Jesus
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was baptised by John, while the dove and the

communities throughout the Roman Empire. Paul,

voice from heaven can best be understood as

the architect of Christian community life, never met

metaphors or attempts by the Gospel writers, who

Jesus in person, however his epistles or letters

had not themselves undergone enlightenment,

are among the earliest written accounts of early

to explain how and why Jesus’ life was suddenly

Christian thinking and practice.

transformed.
But Paul, a Jew and a Roman citizen, had not
Although the 21st Western Century culture which

always been a supporter of Jesus or his followers.

we contemporary Templers form a part of is very

We can read in the book of Acts (Ch 9, 1-10)

different from that of two or three thousand years

how Paul went from being an active persecutor

ago, it is still interesting to reflect upon what came

of Christians to being a fearless Apostle after he

before Jesus in a religious sense, as well as what

underwent his own enlightenment experience on

came after and how we come to exist as a religious

the road to Damascus.

community today.
Christianity in Europe began with Paul and also
Jesus was a Jew and the history of Judaism as a

Peter, and went through many phases to get to

religion can be traced back to Abraham, who may

where we are today. It had many significant figures

or may not be an actual historical person, but who

along the way. There was the Roman Emperor

it is reported destroyed the religious idols in his

Constantine who ruled from AD 306 to 337 and

father’s shop and proclaimed a belief in one God.

made Christianity the official religion of the Roman
Empire and amongst other things supported the

There are many other notable and heroic figures in

creation of the scriptural canon, a process which

Jewish history as recounted in the Old Testament

had been occurring intermittently for some time,

including Moses who lead the Israelites out

and which culminated in the Council of Carthage

of servitude in Egypt and formed a Covenant

AD 397 which endorsed the Latin Canon which has

with God which included the so-called Ten

since been known as the New Testament.

Commandments.
Twelve Centuries later, the Catholic Church centred
Many generations later came Jesus who, after

in Rome was well established throughout most of

undergoing his enlightenment experience, set

Europe but opulent and corrupt. Then along came

about preaching a new interpretation of Judaism

Parish Priest Martin Luther who challenged the

which focussed upon love, compassion and

corruption of the Church and thus the Protestant

forgiveness.

movement was born.

How did the teachings of Jesus come to us?

Sadly even the Protestant Church in due course

In large part it was due to the activities of Paul,

became institutionalized and restrictive and

otherwise known as Saul, who set up Christian

connected to government leading Christoff
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Hoffmann and his fellow thinkers to found the

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to

Temple Society and establish colonies in the then

be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Palestine.
Since the time when the colonies were established,
there has been a scientific understanding of the
evolution of species and developed the theories
of cosmology such as the big bang which pretty
much do away with the need for a God the Creator.
But does that leave us with God the anything, and
is there any point in religion at all?
Many people would say “no” and this is partly
because along the way, and probably around the
time of Emperor Constantine when the teachings
and scriptures of the church were being canonised
with some versions in and others out, the idea
of religion as something experiential rather than
something theoretical was all but lost.
But though more experiential or gnostic scriptures
like the Gospel of Thomas missed the canonical
cut, we can still find, if we choose to look, vestiges
of the thinking of those for whom religion was
based on experience rather than simply theory or
dogma.
I would like to return to Paul and quote directly

Love is patient, love is kind; love is not jealous or
boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful;
It does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the
right.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.
Love never ends.
At weddings, this is often where the reading stops.
But there is more to it. It continues like this:
As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for
tongues, they will cease;
As for knowledge, it will pass away.
For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy
is imperfect; but when the perfect comes, the

from 1 Corinthians 13; 1-13.

imperfect will pass away.

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels,

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought

but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if
I have all faith, so as to move mountains, but have
not love, I am nothing.
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like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a
man, I gave up childish ways.
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to
face.

Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully,

Though you may have flashes of insight and

even as I have been fully understood.

moments of deeper clarity, you may never achieve

So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the

if not in the Spring, Summer or Autumn of your

full enlightenment; but then again you might. And

greatest of these is love.

life, you may experience enlightenment as your life
draws to a close.

Paul’s letters are regarded as the earliest written

records of Christian thinking. The last few verses

What then is the place of faith? What is faith?

himself. The most obvious is the importance Paul

the things which God was not, I used to say that

do tell us some important things about Paul

When I was a young man, and having realised all

placed on love.

Faith was the irrational belief in the occurrence of
the improbable.

But there is more. Even although he underwent
an enlightenment experience on the road to

Today I would say that faith is the belief that

zealous persecutor of Christians to Jesus’ greatest

common sense way and separate from, but not

were, by his own admission, imperfect. His

and biological world articulated by science.

teaching, was imperfect and incomplete.

The achievements of science in furthering our

Our spiritual understanding is also imperfect.

been remarkable. But the flip side is that we can

it remains imperfect. Like Paul, ultimate

an unspoken but immutable tenet of modern

we are practising a very simplistic and literal form

understood in scientific terms.

Damascus; even though he changed from the most

there is another way to see reality; different to the

Apostle, Paul’s knowledge and understanding

contradictory of, the explanations of the physical

understanding of the spiritual essence of Jesus’

understanding of the physical world have indeed

However much we study and pray and meditate

easily succumb to the belief, which is almost

understanding eludes us. If we do not realise this,

Western society, that everything can potentially be

of religion.

It is an easy view to subscribe to especially as

In conclusion then, it seems to me that there are

we live in a world where the frenetic pace of life

teaching and also through many or even most

of the Digital Age deprive us of the opportunity

one which is the easiest to understand, if not

even be receptive to, the deeper, non-scientific

two golden threads which run through Jesus’

and the relentless, inescapable connectedness

major religions. The importance of love is the

to allow our subconscious minds to explore, or

always easy to practice. The other, which has

understanding of reality.

been ignored or downplayed throughout most of
Christian history, is the quest for, and potentially
the achievement of, spiritual enlightenment.
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REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

Mark Herrmann

The October Regional Council meeting began with

AGWS) all have a further year to serve on the

the TTHA AGM, since RC members are also the

Board.

members of the incorporated association, TTHA
Inc. The AGM covered the annual reports of the

All TTHA Board members and the management

Board of Management (Paul English – Chairman)

team are deserving of our thanks for the Home’s

and CEO (Eva Simo), the financial reports and that

outstanding achievements.

of the auditor. Paul’s report was also included in
the 2016 Annual Reports booklet made available to

RC members are fashioning an indicative term

all TSA members in September.

sheet to facilitate the documentation for the $11m
land sale to TTHA ($5m paid upfront) and provision

Pleasingly, TTHA again achieved a healthy financial

of the vendor loan facility ($6m balance).

year surplus, an increase of 15.7% on 2014/2015.
Revenue of $12.86m (up 7.7% on the previous

The “Growth in membership and participation”

year) chiefly comprised resident fees (being 21.2%

direction/priority from the TSA Strategic Plan was

of the total), Government funding (68.0%) and

discussed at length. It is intended to focus on a

retentions (7.1%). By far the largest component of

different direction/priority at each meeting.

expenditure – totalling $10.54m (up 6.6%) – was
employee benefits (being 74.3%).
Accru Melbourne was reappointed auditor for
2016/2017, while Dr Jens Mohr and Erika Wilke
were re-elected to the Board of Management for
two-year terms (maintaining the AGWS entitlement
to appoint up to five representatives), with Jevan
Bouzo, Dieter Ruff and Jacki Wagner also reelected for two-year terms (maintaining the TSA
entitlement to appoint up to five representatives in
addition to the Chairman).
Paul, Dieter Edelmaier and Dr Irene Kemper (for
the TSA) and Karl and Ursula Halbländer (for the
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COMMUNITY CARE

Martina Eaton

Well, the weather has certainly started warming up,

you to join us and contribute to the conversation!

are extraordinary and my revitalising time off in

fortnightly for one hour only!

which is lovely! The spring scents in the garden
late October enabled me to spend some much-

needed relaxation time in the garden, tending to my
flowers, vegies and weeds! I hope YOUR month of
being mindful went well, and you are now starting

to gear up to the Christmas preparations, including
baking Gutsle.

Please contact me if you are interested. It is held

If you would like a visit or assistance with anything,
please don’t hesitate to give me a call.
Keep smiling!

I am looking forward to catching up with many

of you throughout November and attending the

Residents and Representatives Meeting at TTHA

on Tuesday, November 15 at 11.00am for residents
living in TTHA and 2.00pm for residents in the

ILU’s. These meetings are an opportunity to voice

your compliments and any concerns you may have.
I look forward to seeing you there.

I am wondering if anyone is interested in attending
a bi-monthly dinner out somewhere between

Bentleigh and Bayswater. All ages are welcome!

Please let me know if this is something you might
like to attend starting next February. Meals would
be at your own expense.

Are you attending the Maldon Shopping Spree?

This will be a great opportunity to get some of your
Christmas shopping done! If so, don’t forget to

register with Ash Rutowicz or me, so we can order
tickets and organise the Rosa bus.

Daniel’s irises, photo courtesy of Martina Eaton

If you have volunteered for CHAMPION this year,

look out for your invitation to our upcoming THANK
YOU celebration! Your invitation is coming, but

please save the date of Wednesday, December 14
at 5.00pm for a BBQ dinner!

Telelink will be held on November 11 and 25 at

Contact
Martina

Martina Eaton
Community Care Worker
M: 0433 335 815
E: careworker@templesociety.org.au

2.00pm. We have a few spaces and would love
		

Templer Talk November 2016

9

YOUTH
Kaleidoscope
Saturday, November 5
Youth group for teens from all backgrounds and all families… There
is no fixed activity planned for this evening so let me know what you
would, like to do and we’ll make it happen!... (well, within reason).
All details, cost, transport, etc. will depend on the activity chosen;
so contact me NOW to let me know if you would like to come. This
activity is suitable for all kids aged 10 years and over.
Times:		

RSVP:		

7.30pm to 9.30pm
NOW

Community Picnic
Sunday, November 27
This day will start with an interactive Family Service, suitable for all
ages and all families, followed by the Community Picnic and Birds of
Prey Show. Bring along the whole family and your picnic lunch and
enjoy a community day out! A spectacular birds of prey demonstration
will be presented in the afternoon by the Full Flight Conservation
Centre! If the weather decides not to play nice, then we’ll relocate our
picnic to the Hall.
Times:		
Cost:		
		
Where:		
Bring:		
		
RSVP:		

10.30am to 3.30pm
FREE but donations to the Full Flight Conservation 		
Centre would be much appreciated
TSA Chapel and Hall, 51 Elizabeth St, Bayswater
Your family, picnic lunch, picnic gear and drinks.
**Tea, coffee and cordial are all supplied!
Monday, November 14

Contact
Susi
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Susi Richter
Community Youth Coordinator
M: 0400 764 257
E: susi@templesociety.org.au

Birthdays
Elyssa Breisch
Summer Emery
Will Hoefer

Save the Date
Sunday, December 11
Kaleidoscope break-up
Saturday, December 17
Weihnachtsfeier Community
Christmas Celebration

Summercamp
Saturday, January 7 to Friday, January 13
Bookings are now open! Full
details of the camp will be
emailed to everyone on the
‘youth’ mailing list.
The camp is suitable for all kids
aged between 10 and 15 years
on January 1, 2017. Everyone
is welcome, so encourage your
children to invite their friends!
The TSA can also assist with
travel costs for any interstate
participants.
For all details or enquiries, please
contact Susi.

SYDNEY

JAN JOHNSON

As I have been pondering on what to write today,

along by Brigitte Glockemann. These were of the

It was cloudy this morning with still some heat

assisted her in her accident almost a year ago.

It then became quite windy and cooled down

adversity – we are so grateful to them for returning

I have encountered a myriad of weather changes!

presentation of an award to emergency crews who

left from the hot summery day we had yesterday.

Another example of finding the good amongst

very quickly, followed by light sprinklings of rain.

her to us!

two hours later, it is sunny and temperate! This

Our August service was held by Christa Lingham

cloudy, but then thought it is surely better than

what it means to us... There was some discussion

thought the rain put a damper on the day, and

on this piece of scripture. Thank you Christa (and

as my garden needed watering badly! Now, I am

to us. In October we will have had a visit from

spatters of sunlight streaming through, lightening

reconciliation and forgiveness; more on that next

again, it is all about perspective. Everything has

Richter – this will be a service to celebrate Advent,

Before too long it began to shower, and now,

morning I was unimpressed that it was dark and

– we were asked to think about Psalm 23 and

the hot, windy day we had yesterday. Initially, I

on this and it gave us all a different perspective

then realised it was actually a blessing in disguise,

Rod) for your effort in coming and presenting

sitting at my dining room window enjoying the

Mark Herrmann – he will be speaking about

the room and warming me a little. I guess, once

edition. Our November service will be held by Theo

a benefit if we choose to see it. Charles Swindoll,

leading up to the Christmas season.

what happens to you and ninety percent how you

On October 16 we had the carers’ luncheon,

you will see the beauty and benefits of the tougher

a lovely break from their usual Sunday duties

Christian theologian, quoted, “Life is ten percent

respond to it.” I hope as you go through your life,

compliments of Carers NSW via a grant. All had

moments of life.

and enjoyed fine food, beautiful views and great

To those folk who have been sick or in hospital

atmosphere and a distraction from the everyday

better. I am thinking also of those of you at St

for loved ones.

gastric virus in mid-October. Those of you who live

Keep smiling and hope to see you soon,

conversation. This helped to create a relaxed

for various reasons, I hope you are feeling a lot
Hedwig’s who have been in lockdown due to a

stresses that arise from the selfless task of caring

a long way away, I trust you have a good support
base. If you have answered “no” to either, please

call. I am available for you and am happy to travel
the distance to assist in getting support systems
organised with you.

The past month has had quite a few events – 12

people met up for the Seniors’ Group at Blacktown;
it was lovely to chat, share a joke or two (thanks

Contact
Jan

Jan Johnson
Sydney Community Support Worker
M: 0412 731 101
E: jan@templesociety.org.au

Benno and Leo!) and look at some photos, brought
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

Foodbank & Support Services
What a fantastic month we have had at

We have also received many donations this month

friendship and laughter. We’ve seen clients helping

toiletry drives from Year 7 students at Wantirna

It makes Martina and me so proud to see this

Club. This will help keep our pantry nice and full

CHAMPION. It has really been a hub full of

and have received offers of help to run food and

other clients with kindness, clothing and friendship.

College and from the Knox Cougars Basketball

happen.

coming up to Christmas. These connections with

We have been added to a new Mental Health Help

and increase support for CHAMPION.

and distribution has begun. We are extremely

Addendum from Martina: I would like to

large government organisations. Our service

Bayswater Rotary Club for their ongoing support

acknowledged.

of milk to our clients and this month they have

The reverse Advent calendar and Christmas

at the beginning of the driveway (look out for the

gathered from our statistics has shown that we

Club!

Card, which has only just recently been produced,

the community will help get our name further afield

proud of this, as we are listed along with many

sincerely thank Jacinta and her work with the

has been noticed and our hard work is being

of CHAMPION. Every month they donate 50 litres

hamper offers have started to come in. Information

paid for the new signs we have on our door and

messages we post!). Thank you Bayswater Rotary

have many older single people who we feel will
need a little extra Christmas spirit from us. We

are hoping to have donations in by the middle of
November, so we can start distributing them to

clients in the weeks coming up to Christmas and

at our Christmas party. Ideas of what to pack in the
hampers are shortbread, gingerbread, little plum

Want to help?

Again we are looking for small hampers to
hand out.

puddings, treats and mince pies. Anything that

Other things we are in need of are baked

if you would like to add small, gender-neutral gifts.

dishwashing liquid or toilet cleaner.

might put a smile on someone’s face. It’s up to you

The TTHA Christmas Market is coming up on

Sunday, November 20 and we are looking for

beans, two-minute noodles, tinned fruit and
Thanks again for your support; fingers
crossed the weather starts warming up soon!

volunteers to help with parking and the collection
of money. We’ve split the shifts up into 1.5-hour

time-slots. The money collected will go towards the
running of CHAMPION. If you are interested please

contact Martina or me. The shifts will be: 8.30am to

10.00am, 10.00am to 11.30am, 11.30am to 1.00pm
and 1.00pm to 2.30pm.
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Contact
Jacinta

Jacinta Aulsebrook
CHAMPION Support Worker
E: champion@templesociety.org.au

EVA SIMO
For the kids there will be a dedicated entertainment
area with Basteln (a craft stall).

TTHA
The TTHA Weihnachtsmarkt (German Christmas
Market) returns to Bayswater on Sunday,

This is a great Christmas event for the whole family
to enjoy. Make sure to enter the Christmas raffle –
there are many great prizes up for grabs!
The event this year will be held at 51 Elizabeth
Street, Bayswater. Ample off-road parking (by gold

November 20.

coin donation) is available, entry via Victoria Road.

Kicking off at 10am, all are welcome to come along
and enjoy the festivities. This one-day event will
feature a wide range of Christmas gift ideas and
tempting German food stalls.

For more information on the Weihnachtsmarkt
please visit www.ttha.org.au
On October 13, we also celebrated our annual

There will be some 60 boutique stalls conveniently
located on-site. Some of the highlights include a
range of arts and crafts made by the ladies of the
Templer Handcraft Group; hand-crafted Christmas
decorations; exquisite candles; handmade
German-style wooden decorations; handmade
soaps and lotions; Santa stockings; specially
designed pillows; hand-crafted jewellery; cards and
craft items; jams, chutneys and syrups.

Oktoberfest festival with our residents and
families. It was a great day with traditional German
cuisine, wine and beer. The event is always made
more festive with traditional dress (Dirndls and
Lederhosen) worn by our volunteers and staff.
The entertainment provided a great background
atmosphere with many residents joining in to sing
German songs. All left with smiles on their faces
and a small memento of a traditional gingerbread
heart made especially by our volunteers; it was a

Many of the showcased items are not available
elsewhere and adding to the bustling atmosphere
will be an array of sweet and savoury German
delights, including genuine German chocolates;

joyous time for all. Thank you to everyone involved
in making this day so special.
Until next time

freshly baked Brezeln (pretzels) and bread;
homemade cakes and tortes; a Biergarten (beer
garden); professionally made coffee and much
more.
		

Contact
Eva

Eva Simo
Chief Executive Officer
P: 8720 1300
E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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REUNION
OF
VINTAGES
1936
TO
1939
HELGA ANDERSON

Photo courtesy of Hartmut Beck

Friendship by Joseph Barry
Make new friends, but keep the old Those are silver, these are gold.
New-made friendships, like new wine,
Age will mellow and refine.
Friendships that have stood the test
Of time and change are surely best.
Brow may wrinkle, hair grow grey,
Friendship never knows decay.
‘Mid old friends that’re tried and true
Once more we our youth renew.
Cherish friendship in the breast
New is good, but old is best.
Make new friends, but keep the old Those are silver, these are gold.

The three beautiful days of our reunion in Canberra
passed in a flash. Some 36 of us duly arrived from
north, south, east and west at the Mercure Hotel.
The weather was not welcoming, but that did not
dampen our spirits. Those who drove, reported
lush green landscapes and flooding creeks.
The first afternoon was leisure time to meet, greet
and renew friendships. Some of us visited the War
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Memorial (not far from the hotel), a moving and
inspiring place of reflection.
Next morning the sun was shining, but a fierce
cold wind was blowing off the Snowy Mountains. A
bus tour first took us up Mt Ainslie for an overview
of our national capital. We visited the Tidbinbilla
Deep Space Communication Complex Museum
and gained a brief insight into the activities there.
Next stop was the Canberra Arboretum, replanted
after the devastating bushfires of 2003; we enjoyed
lunch at the Café and marvelled at the Bonsai
Garden. Back in the City at the Regatta Point
Information Centre, we learnt about the history
of Canberra and some of us peered through the
fence at the Floriade tulips. On the way we saw
the Governor General’s residence from a distance
and drove through the Foreign Embassy area and
later around the Parliament precinct. The power
emanating from our very own ‘Taj Mahal’ was
palpable. We were in awe.
Dierk von Behrens and Jost Steller (two locals)
gave informative commentaries, which made the
tour so much more meaningful and interesting.

We thank them sincerely. Some other Canberra
Templers joined us as well.

opportunities for gratitude and inner growth as we
age, then we bade farewell.

A gala dinner was followed by entertainment
to which many contributed. Hartmut Beck had
selected images from our reunions since the first
one held when we turned forty. We remembered
contemporaries no longer with us. Although it was
getting late, we enthusiastically sang folksongs
from Jugendgruppe times, accompanied by Strups
(Günter Arndt) on his harmonica.

We sincerely thank Rolf Beck for planning and
organising this event. Unfortunately, Rolf was
prevented from attending due to ill health. Our
thanks and appreciation are also extended to John
Maddock in the TSA Office for assisting with the
administration.

Next morning, after again breakfasting together,
Herta offered some thoughtful words on the

They were a special few days we shall all fondly
remember as we look forward to the next reunion,
to take place in Victoria.

NOTES FROM RENATE WEBER
After the special celebration in August for our 75th

On Sunday October 9, we were able to welcome

year in Australia, we have nearly completed the

two beautiful little boys and their families at their

booklet to commemorate this occasion. We hope

Presentation Ceremony. We are grateful to Theo

you will all receive a copy in November.

and Annette for the team effort in making the
Ceremony so special. How wonderful to see two

Helmut Glenk has suggested we could aim to

Elders, who are in the choir, standing on the stage

produce a book of stories of life after Tatura, in the

singing the hymns with the community.

vein of Memories of Palestine.
While talking to many of you on the day, and
subsequently, I have heard wonderful stories of
hardship, hard work, community supportiveness
and some funny tales as well.
We are again asking you to write down your story
of those first years after camp, with the prospect of
it being included in the book. If you have pictures
to go with your story, please scan them or send us
a copy (we can assist in this task if necessary).
If you have already written something for the 75th
feel free to add a few more details. Each one of us
had unique experiences in those early years after
internment.

That afternoon we experienced another wonderful
concert as Moments Musical, this time a group of
five talented ladies, played a selection of Music for
Spring.
We are blessed with talented members who
provide us with such a variety of experiences and
we are grateful to all of you who actively participate
or support us in our endeavours.
At the last Elders’ meeting, Renate Beilharz
accepted the shared role of Elders’ Focus Group
Leader. I have enjoyed my time on Regional
Council and the two Renates will keep serving you,
the community, each to her best ability, in the year
ahead.
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NOTICES
VOLKSTRAUERTAG COMMEMORATION

The Haering children in Tatura
Photo courtesy of Manfred Haering

SOLAR WORKSHOPS

Sunday, November 13 at 11.00am

Interested in finding out more about
solar solutions for your home?

This year’s memorial service will again be held at the

Next workshop:
Wednesday, November 2
8.00 to 9.00pm
Bentleigh Hall

German War Cemetery, Tatura, on Sunday November
13, beginning at 11am. A wreath-laying ceremony at the
Tatura cenotaph will follow the memorial service.
The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in
Canberra invites everybody attending to lunch at the
Tatura Hotel (162 Hogan Street).
Please confirm your attendance with the TSA Office by
Friday November 4, also indicating whether you prefer
a vegetarian or non-vegetarian meal. We will advise the
German Embassy accordingly.
As our choir is not singing this year, transport
arrangements from Melbourne – Rosa bus and/or
VW Multivan – will depend on numbers. If you require
transport, please let the Office know when booking.

Mark Herrmann
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Bookings required! Click here to book
$20 per person, reimbursed when you
place an order!
For more information, please email
Bernie Hoefer hoovy@bigpond.com

CONFIRMATION 2017

SYDNEY EVENTS

The next TSA Confirmation program is scheduled for 2017.
To assist with planning we would like to hear from anyone
considering confirmation in 2017.

Want to know more about confirmation in the Temple Society
before deciding?

Come along to an information session:

Confirmation Information and Discussion evening
Bayswater Chapel
Friday, December 2
7.30 pm

Seniors’ Group
Friday, November 11
11.45am
Wentworthville Leagues Club

Advent Service
Sunday, November 27
10.30am
Meadowbank Hall
Elder: Theo Richter

Christmas Night Out with Friends
Friday, December 2
7.00pm
Venue and date TBC

Anyone is welcome to come to the information session,

Seniors’ Christmas Party

‘confirmation’ age (generally around school years 9 and 10),

or are just interested. You may be a teenager at confirmation

Friday, December 9
11.45am
Blacktown Workers Sports Club

yourself to the classes.

Christmas Service

whether you have a son or daughter or grandchild at

age yourself and want to know more before committing

If you live too far away or can’t make it to this session, but

have some questions, please feel free to contact Renate. We
are especially keen to hear from people living at a distance
from Melbourne who may be interested in a ‘distance’
confirmation session.

Please complete this brief survey if you:
•
•

Sunday, December 18
4.00pm
Meadowbank Hall
Elder: Ingrid Turner

BENTLEIGH WORKING BEE
Saturday, November 5

Wish to come to the information session and/or
Are considering joining the confirmation program in 2017.

Alternatively, contact Renate Beilharz on 0439 562 802.

If you are able to assist for any amount
of time your help will be greatly
appreciated.
It would be useful for Peter Ware to

Renate Beilharz
on behalf of the Temple Society Elders

know if you are able to come - please
call or message him on 0417 371 684.
It starts at 9.00am with both morning
tea and lunch provided.

John Maddock
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WE HAVE A NEW
GRANDSON!
Heath Mark Phillip Emery was born
on September 17. Parents Anita
Schwarzbauer and Mark Emery

Resi Schwarzbauer

COMING
SERVICES
Sunday, November 6
Remembrance Service
Bentleigh Hall
A time of reflection:
•

This day will start with an interactive Family Service,
suitable for all ages and all families, followed by the

COMMUNITY
PICNIC AND BIRDS
OF PREY SHOW

Sunday, November 13

Bring along the whole family and your picnic lunch
and enjoy a community day out! A spectacular birds of
prey demonstration will be presented in the afternoon
by the Full Flight Conservation Centre! If the weather
decides not to play nice, then we’ll relocate our picnic to
the Hall.

Volkstrauertag
Tatura
11.00am

		

Advent Service
10.30am
Meadowbank Hall
Elder: Theo Richter

Sunday, November 27
10.30am – 3.30pm
TSA Chapel and Hall; 51 Elizabeth St, Bayswater

FREE but donations to the Full Flight Conservation Centre
would be much appreciated
Bring your family, picnic lunch, picnic gear & drinks.
**Tea, coffee & cordial are all supplied!
RSVP: Monday, November 14
This activity is suitable for ALL ages & families.
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To remember loved ones who are
no longer with us
• To consider their continuing
influence on our lives
• Using creative symbolism in a circle
of support
• For all ages, shapes and sizes
10.00 am
Elder: Renate Beilharz

Templer Talk November 2016

Sunday, November 27

Sunday, November 27
Family Service
Bayswater Chapel
10.30am
Elder: Jessica Blackwell

PHD THESIS: TEMPLERS’ ROLE IN PALESTINE’S TOURISM
My name is Pedro Zuniga, and I’m an experienced
hotelier, with both hands-on experience in the field
(40 years) and an academic background. Along
with a passion for historical research and writing,
I teach, tutor and mentor the younger generation,
mainly at Hebrew U-BA Hospitality and Kinneret
College- Hotel Management.
Currently, I am working on my PhD thesis (Haifa
University) which sets out to detail the Templers’
significant role in Palestine’s tourism 1869-1939.
My interest in this topic was ignited while writing
my 900 page published book on the history of
hospitality The Promised Land (for book reviewwww.haaretz.com/weekend/week-s-end/bengurion-and-joshua-slept-here-1.412152). Here, I
briefly reviewed the Templers’ hotels and through
this process was incredibly fascinated by the
group’s history and, specifically, their important
contribution to Palestine’s tourism.

In spite of the rare and sparse amount of written
records, I have managed to create a framework
that forms a detailed document on the subject.
However, there are still unanswered questions and
missing information that could enrich and enlarge
this important historical paper. Therefore, I am
reaching out to you.
In general, I am looking for any available
information you might have about people,
or entities, involved in the Templer tourism
infrastructure, e.g., roads and bridge construction
or repairing; transportation by sea, land or air
(operators and agencies); tourist guides; local or
foreign travel agencies (owners or representatives);
hotel and pension owners or operators;
restaurants, bars and/or cafe owners or operators;
souvenirs and handcraft manufacturers or dealers,
etc. Specifically:

The families and their businesses from which I don’t have enough information are:
Family Heselschwerdt – Hotels in Nazareth, Tiberias and especially in Nablus and Jenin (possibly Jericho)
and their connections to Hamburg Amerika Linie
Family Bost? – Hotel / Pension (De France?) Jaffa (Walhalla?)
Family Blankertz – Restaurant Jaffa (Walhalla?) + Blankertz Wilhelm – Souvenirs (Dry Flowers?) Jaffa +
Blankertz Johanna – Souvenirs (Dry Flowers) Jerusalem + Blankertz Hotel Saint John in Jerusalem?
Families Frank & Fast – Transportation? Jaffa
Family Egger (George?) – Souvenirs (Dry Flowers) Jaffa
Family Blattner (Hermann) – Hotels Jerusalem
Family Steigen (Carl?) – Travel Agency Jerusalem
Family Rieske – Souvenirs Jerusalem
Family Ungar (Unger?) – Hotels Jericho
The families and their businesses from which I’m in lack of detailed information are:
Family Gassmann – Hotels in Haifa
Family Appinger – Pension & Hotel in Haifa
Family ? – Carlton Hotel in Haifa
Family ? – Atalla Hotel in Haifa
Family Aimann – Pension in Haifa (Karmelheim)
Family Wagner – Tavern and Restaurant in Haifa
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Family Schmelzle – Tavern and Restaurant in Haifa
Family Pross – The Tavern and the Pension in Haifa (Colony)
Family Frank (Johannes) – Tavern & Restaurant in Haifa
Family Bitzer – Tavern & Restaurant in Haifa
Family Froeschle – Café in Haifa
Family Hermann – Transportation & Travel Agency Haifa
Family Beck – Transportation Haifa
Family Sus – Transportation Haifa
Family Unger – Transportation Haifa & Travel Agency Haifa
Family Tietz – Travel Agency Haifa
Family Keller – Shipping Agent Haifa
Family Kirchner – Shipping Agent Haifa
Family Dueck – Shipping Agent Haifa
Family Schmidt – Souvenirs (Postcards) Haifa
Families Struve & Back (Beck?) – Souvenirs (Postcards) Haifa
Family Wagner – Pension Nazareth
Family Krafft (Georg) – Hotel Germania (Galilee) Nazareth
Families Wagner & Heselschwerdt – Souvenirs (Postcards) Nazareth
Family Breisch (Immanuel) – Shipping Agent Jaffa
Family Breisch (Paul) – Shipping Agent Jaffa
Family Gross (Wilhelm) – Souvenirs (Postcards) Jaffa + Jerusalem
Families Kuebler & Aberle – Souvenirs (Postcards) / Shipping Agents Jaffa
Family Sonderecker – Pension Sarona
Family Guenthner – Café
Family Thiel (Gustav) – Hotels Jerusalem (Jericho?)
Family Kappus – Hotels + Travels Agencies + Souvenirs (Postcards) Jerusalem
Family Lendholt – Tavern and pension Jerusalem
Family Wieland (Egmont) – Hotel Jerusalem
Family Hess – Pension Jerusalem
Family Kellers (Georg) – Tavern Jerusalem
Family Faig – Tavern + Cinema Jerusalem
Family Haug – Tavern Jerusalem
Family Bayer – Tavern Jerusalem
Family Berner – Tavern + Immanuel Berner Souvenirs Jerusalem
Family Imberger – Tavern Jerusalem
Family Becher – Café Jerusalem
Family Doh – Café Jerusalem
Family Kaiser (Albert) – Tourist Guide + Travel Agent Jerusalem
Family Jauss (Christian) – Tourist Guide + Travel Agent Jerusalem
Family Schoenecke (Ludwig) – Souvenirs (Postcards) Jerusalem

Contact details:
Pedro A. Zuniga
Mail: melonaut@gmail.com
Fax: 972 3 6470174
P.O. Box 10119 Tel Aviv 61100
Cell: 972 54 5352400
Phone: 972 3 6495704
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BAYSWATER COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS

SOCIAL DANCING

Saturday, December 17 at 6.30 pm
Bayswater Chapel

Wednesday, November 16 at 1pm

An inspirational and fun Christmas evening for all the
community, incorporating:

This will be our last session for 2016. Cost
is $5.
Only prerequisite is to have fun and you

•

Carol singing (with candles),

•

Activities,

The VW van will go from Bentleigh,

Christmas supper, and

Office know if you wish to have a lift even

•
•
•
•

are also invited to just come and watch.

Storytelling and dress ups,
Music,

leaving the office at 12.15pm. Let the

Father Christmas.

if it’s to take the opportunity to visit people

Please contact Renate Beilharz on 0439 562 802 if you are

able to assist with any aspect of the evening; we are looking
for helpers and participants of all ages.

in Bayswater while others go dancing.
Dancing will commence again in February
2017. We will let you know the day and
time in the new year.

Renate Beilharz
on behalf of the Christmas Angels

Marianne Herrmann

TSA SUPPORT FOR THE TTHA
WEIHNACHTSMARKT
This year the TSA is supporting the event by allowing it to

be conducted around our Bayswater facility and Hall rather
than it being centred on the forecourt of TTHA.

We are also providing off-street parking, with temporary

entrances from Victoria Rd rather than the normal Elizabeth
St entrance; indeed Elizabeth St will be closed to all traffic.

We need help - on Saturday to assist with set up and on the
Sunday for people to act as marshals for the car parking
and for the “bump out”.

SUMMERCAMP 2017
Saturday, January 7 to Friday, January 13
Grossmans Group Cottages, Ashmore Rd, Torquay
•

$374.00 for one child

•

$319.00 for second and subsequent
children of the same family

Payment plans and some sponsorship
is available if required. Financial travel
assistance is also available for interstate
participants.
For all details or enquiries, please
contact:

Please give John a call at the Be Office if you are willing to
help.

Susi Richter
M: 0400 764 257
E: susi@templesociety.org.au

John Maddock
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THE SYDNEY TEMPLERS INVITE YOU TO CELEBRATE

THANK GOD IT’S FRIDAY

RECORDING AT ABC

STUDIOS, ULTIMO
&
DINNER AT ESSEN
RESTAURANT, ULTIMO

BOOK FOR ONE OR BOTH! LIMITED PLACES.
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FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER
4.30PM FOR 5PM START / 7.45PM DINNER

CONTACT JAN JOHNSON

M: 0412 731 101 | E:jan@templesociety.org.au

$10 DEPOSIT REQUIRED FOR ALL DINNER BOOKINGS

ADVENT
TRADITIONAL GERMAN CELEBRATION

BENTLEIGH

BAYSWATER

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER
TEMPLE SOCIETY HALL
152 TUCKER ROAD
STARTS AT 2.30PM

THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER
TEMPLER HALL
51 ELIZABETH STREET
STARTS AT 8.00PM

The afternoon includes
communal singing of
Christmas Carols, musical
items, stories and poems in
both German and English.
Coffee and cake will be
served. Attendees are asked
to bring some Christmas fare
that will be shared.
Special Christmas decorations
and gifts will be available for
purchase from our bazaar at
the conclusion of formalities.

All welcome to celebrate
Advent with candles, stories
and poems (mostly in English)
and communal carol singing.
An evening to relax together
into the spirit of Christmas.
Please bring some Gutsle
(Christmas fare) to share over
coffee and tea.
There will be a basket for
donations to the Borromeo
Sisters’ good work with poor
children in Jerusalem.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Bentleigh Advent: please
contact Marianne Herrmann on
0407 271 764 or email
nanne@templesociety.org.au
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Bayswater Advent: please
contact the TSA Office on
(03) 9557 6713 or email
Resi Schwarzbauer at resi.
schwarzbauer@gmail.com
Templer Talk November 2016
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How it works
Collect food and
toiletries to donate
Drop off your items at
one of 3 locations:

GIVE SOMEONE A HAND
THIS CHRISTMAS
CHAMPION Christmas Food
and Toiletries Drive
Support CHAMPION and its emergency food relief service this
Christmas while spreading awareness of people living below the
poverty line and in crisis situations such as homelessness and
unemployment.

How can I help?

It’s simple! Collect assorted food and toiletry items and drop
them off at one of our three collection points before Friday 9
December. Your generosity could make all the difference to
someone’s life this Christmas.

Bayswater Community
Hall (CHAMPION)
51 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Bentleigh TSA Office
152 Tucker Road
Bentleigh
TTHA (Reception)
31-41 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Last day for drop-off
Friday 9 December

Contact us
Email champion@
templesociety.org.au
Find out more about us

www.templesociety.org.
au/champion

Follow us
www.facebook.com/
templesociety.org.au
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Birthdays
Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:
Hedwig Beilharz

92

Ilse Birkner 		

89

Horst Blaich 		

84

Herbert Hirdes

75

Lottie Hohnholt

79

Ursula Kaufmann

77

Inge Kipperer

79

Erika Ley 		

79

Willy Loebert

84

Hetty Meyer 		

89

Irene Ruff 		

81

Alfred Steltenkamp 80
Hermann Uhlherr

82

Heidi Vollmer

80

Ruth Weller 		

82

und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten
Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen
Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

MEMORIAL BOOKPLATES
With the Bentleigh and Tatura memorial services coming
up, now is the time to start thinking about dedicating a
chapel hymn book with a bookplate as a lasting memorial
to family and friends. There are three versions to choose
from – In Honour of, In Memory of and the option to donate
a bookplate as a gift from you and your family.
Click here to download the order form or contact the TSA
Office on (03) 9557 6713 or tsa@templesociety.org.au for
more information.
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GOLDEN
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Wolfgang and Gisela Schmidt were
married on November 5, 1966

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS
If you would like to have your
Christmas Greetings published in the
December/January TT, please forward
your name and a gold coin to the TSA
Office by November 18.
If you are a Sydney Templer, please
contact Jan Johnson regarding the
gold coin donation.

ROSTERS
Bayswater Flower Roster
Family Service and Community Picnic
Sunday, November 27
Gerda Knaub
Helga Löbert
Bayswater Lawnmowing
Week ending November 6
Heinz Vollmer
Andy Walch
Bentleigh Flower Roster
Sunday, November 6
Tania Richter
Bentleigh Lawnmowing
Saturday, November 5
Enno Schmidt
Week ending November 19
Heinz and Ralph Edelmaier

November 2016
1

TUE

Melbourne Cup Day (Vic Metro)

5

SAT

Be Working Bee
Kaleidoscope Ba 7.30pm to 9.30pm

6

SUN

Remembrance Service Be 10.00am

8

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00pm
RC Be 7.30pm

11

FRI

13

SUN

Volkstrauertag Memorial Service (Tatura)

16

WED

Social Dance Group Ba Hall 1.00pm to 2.30pm

18

FRI

20

SUN

TTHA Weihnachtsmarkt

24

THU

Maldon Shopping Spree

25

FRI

Telelink 2.00pm

27

SUN

Sy Seniors’ Group Wentworthville Leagues Club 11.45am
Telelink 2.00pm

December/January Templer Talk deadline

Family Service and Community Picnic Ba 10.30am
Advent Service Sy 10.30am

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713
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