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REACHING
POTENTIAL
THROUGH CHANGE

Anna Beilharz

What is it that we would hate to lose? This is different for every

individual. Some people fear loss more than others, so feel they
have more to lose.

different, beginning? When it is viewed as a beginning, does this
excitement?

The text for November is John 12: 24-26:
24

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this

world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must

follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone
serves me, the Father will honour him.

Copy Deadline, Issue 54
Monday 20 November, 2017
All submissions and correspondence
to: Angela Woodburn
Communication & Promotion
Temple Society Australia
152 Tucker Road

To set the scene, it was Passover and Jesus was on his way

Bentleigh VIC 3204

to Jerusalem, as were many Jews, to celebrate this important

E: angela@templesociety.org.au

performed many miracles, and in doing so had earned the wrath of

www.templesociety.org.au

traditional festival on the Jewish calendar. He had, by this time,
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the Pharisees. As he rode into Jerusalem on the
back of a donkey, he must have known that he
would not be welcomed by the leaders of the time,
and quite likely knew that he was sealing his fate
by continuing, yet he did not deflect from his path.

This text appears contradictory and nonsensical,
on the surface. I take the first part to be about
rigidity, unwillingness to change: in effect, the grain
of wheat which has not fallen to earth, so remains
isolated and in one form.

Let’s break this text down:

Those who hold fast to beliefs, habits and ideas,
especially when there is evidence that a change
would be healthy, can become consumed with
anxiety and stress, manifesting in adverse physical
conditions. Whereas those more open to change
can seem to glide through life and its challenges.

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit.

24

Jesus is reflecting on his own impending death
– here, asking that his disciples and followers
stay with him and his message even when
circumstances become increasingly tough.
When considered at a personal level, this text, to
me, is about change, about losing something as
we grow, and ultimately finding things which are
better, more fulfilling and more purposeful. I view
this as maturity: the simple games I played as a
child, I don’t play now, yet I can participate in more
sophisticated activities as an adult than when I was
younger.

This leads to the second part of this section of
the text, which I understand to be saying that
people who are not happy with their life and their
situation often invest a lot of energy to keep it that
way, so that they end up appearing comfortable
in their discomfort. While I perceive this as an
unhealthy mindset, I’ve met people who do not
love themselves, and consequently seem to thrive
in this way of thinking.
This leads to the third and final part of today’s text:
If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and
where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone
serves me, the Father will honour him.

26

From a psychological aspect, people feel alone
if they don’t feel connected: and with a sense
of connectedness they don’t feel alone. As we
mature and grow, achieving personal goals and
increasingly connecting to the wider world, so
we transform into richer, deeper beings. This
transformation enables us, as individuals, to
reach a heightened ability to connect with others
in a positive manner, through our deliberate and
conscious actions of good.
Now to the second part of the text:
Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

25
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Jesus is saying that those who follow him will be
rewarded with a fruitful, interesting and fulfilled
life (and afterlife). Personally, I interpret this in the
following way: if people honour their personal
dreams, and strive to achieve them, then the
chances of having a life well lived are greatly
increased, leading to greater happiness. In other
words, an individual’s life is improved through
honouring their talents, thus feeling rewarded by
the very essence of life itself.

In summary:
In order to achieve our highest potential, we must
be prepared to embrace change. If we allow the
seed of wheat (our potential) to grow in fertile soil
– in other words, if we are brave enough to pursue
what we value deep down, in ways that are true
to ourselves – then our fulfilment will grow and
cause a ripple effect, and we will be walking in a
prosperous field of connectedness with others and
with society, not on the barren ground of loneliness
and malcontent.
People who honour themselves and live their lives
in a way that is true to their values create greatness

which contents and satisfies them, allowing them
to reach their highest good. This inevitably involves
us being comfortable with change, being open to
vulnerability and replacing those aspects of our
lives which have become outdated with others
more relevant to our current circumstances.
So grow your seed of wheat and follow your
dreams!
Reference: English Standard Version (ESV)
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV®
Permanent Text Edition® (2016). Copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers

Tempelgesellschaft in Deutschland (TGD) News
In the Warte, Peter Lange writes about his

The Gemeindehaus was always intended as

memories of the establishment of the TGD

an “open house” – open both in the spiritual/

Gemeindehaus (community centre) in Degerloch

religious sense, as well as open to entering and

and its place in the life of the community over

staying. It remains important that members

the last fifty years.

continue to welcome all visitors with this
openness.

With its opening in Felix Dahn Straße on
April 9, 1967, came the first Temple Society

It is hoped that the book project – Die

centre in Germany since Kirschenhardthof and

Tempelgemeinde Stuttgart im Wandel der Zeiten

provided a sense of “homecoming”. The TGD

(The Stuttgart Templer Community through the

Regional Council at the time was chaired by Jon

Ages, portraying Templer life before and after

Hoffmann, with Ludwig Beilharz as his deputy.

the establishment of the community centre) –

One objective for the building was to include

will be completed by Christmas.

apartments especially for older members to live
close to the community house.

We offer our congratulations to the Stuttgart
community and all Templers in Germany.
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REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

Mark Herrmann
Three sub-committees (Clinical Governance,

Building, Cultural) – each chaired by a Board

member, comprising staff and, for the Cultural

Sub-Committee, some residents – enhance the
workings of the Board and provide important
connection with management.

We welcome Jenny Peacock as a new TSA

member. Jenny works at TTHA, currently as the
Client Liaison Officer, the first point of contact

for many of the Home’s new residents and their
families.

The concept of a Templer Community Hub was
raised at the recent AGM. RC is preparing a

strategic paper that draws on current membership
demographics to assess our facilities and our

needs. Much of this information is readily available
and can be quickly analysed to understand our

current position. A sub-committee will then flesh

out the concept, potentially incorporating aspects

of both the TSA’s workings and those of the wider
community.

It is intended to reaffirm the roles and

responsibilities of Focus Groups in an upcoming
workshop. Following the AGM, they will make

their annual leader appointments, induct any new

members and revise their Operational Guidelines.
A new Archive Policy has been approved by RC.
Administration of the Archive program rests with

the Heritage & Culture Focus Group, and the Policy
covers acquisition, arrangement, preservation,

access, community education, management and
administration.

Paul English (TTHA Board chair) and Eva Simo

(CEO) were invited to the AGM, which was held
prior to the RC meeting – RC members are the

members of the incorporated association that is
Tabulam & Templer Homes for the Aged Inc.
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Financially, an operating surplus of almost $3m

($2.7m in 2016) was achieved. From a cash flow

perspective, cash and cash equivalents increased
from $15.6m to $21.7m over the financial year.

Revenue increased by $3.1m (chiefly Government
funding), while expenditure increased by almost
$2.8m (mainly client and care expenses, being

the delivery of Home Care Packages to a larger
number of clients).

One of the Home’s key assets is its high occupancy
rate in residential care.

More time is being allowed for the new building

tender evaluation process and, if all goes according
to plan, commencement of the project in March/
April 2018 is envisaged.

The auditor’s (Accru) report confirmed that the

financial report gives a true and fair view of TTHA’s
financial position as at 30 June 2017 and of its
financial performance for the year then ended.
Retiring Board members – Karl and Ursula

Halbländer representing the AGWS, and Dieter
Edelmaier and Irene Kemper representing the

TSA – were re-elected for further two-year terms.

Further, retiring Board chair (Paul English) was also
re-elected for a further two-year term.

RC members expressed appreciation for the work
and results of the Board and of management.

COMMUNITY CARE
I would like to thank all the people who spoke to

me following my article in last month’s Templer Talk.
I am so grateful to you for encouraging me and

Martina Eaton

emergency relief services, please give me a call to
discuss this paid position.

acknowledging how challenging it was to write and

With Christmas coming, I ask that you consider

judgement and homophobia. Thank you for your

Drive to help people in need during this challenging

to put my private life into the spotlight for potential
support. Please remember, I am always happy to
answer any questions you may have.

Thank you to all of our carers who attended the
Carers’ High Tea on Saturday, October 21 and
to Carers’ Victoria for sponsoring the event so

generously. It was a wonderful High Tea at such a

lovely venue and I am so glad you could take time
out from your caring role to look after yourselves.
If you are a carer and are not yet a member of

making a donation to our CHAMPION Christmas
time of year. All financial donations go directly to

helping clients through the purchase of food or gift
cards, or towards other emergency relief such as
training assistance, school books and uniforms.
Food hampers will be made up and we will be

having a market day in early December to assist
our visitors with Christmas presents or school
stationery. All donations need to be in before
Monday, December 4 please.

Carers’ Victoria, I highly recommend joining. Not

I will be away until Wednesday, November 8. If you

throughout Victoria, but they have many helpful

contact the Temple Society Office.

only does it help to give a greater voice to carers
services and events you can access through your

require any assistance during this week, please

free membership.

Telelink will be held on November 3 and 17. We

We were lucky to receive a community

if you are interested in joining the conversation. It

have a few places available, so please contact me

development grant from Knox City Council to
develop policies and procedures specific to

CHAMPION. If you have experience writing such
documents, especially with an emphasis on

is held fortnightly for one hour only and topics are
varied and interesting.
Keep smiling!

Carers’ High Tea. Photo: Martina Eaton

CONTACT ME: Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
		

Templer Talk November 2017

5

YOUTH
Kaleidoscope - Food and Chill – Multicultural Night
Friday, November 10
We all love a good classic pizza night – but there’s more for us to

Cath Shelley

Birthdays

sample than what the Italians can provide. Kaleidoscope’s November

Elyssa Breisch

Thai? Indian? Italian? Chinese?

Will Hoefer

catch up will be about trying foods from around the world. Do you like

Food suggestions welcome and dependent on those who RSVP!
Come for the food, stay for the chats.
Times:		

7.00pm to 9.00pm

Transport:

Transport from Bentleigh will be available

Where:

Provided:
Cost: 		

TSA Bayswater Hall, 51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater
Menu from different countries, depending on RSVPs
$5.00

Clip n Climb (UpUnlimited)
Saturday, November 25
Let’s go check out the latest adventure climbing venue in Melbourne.

Coming Up
Saturday, December 9
Youth Group Break-up

Saturday, December 16
Weihnachtsfeier Community
Christmas

January 6 to 12

See how many ways you can climb – race yourself or your friends on

Summercamp 2018

and take The Stairway to Heaven. Find out more at:

January 15 to 20

the Speed Walls, bounce off the Inflatable, master the Dark Tower
www.upunlimited.com.au
Times:		

7.00pm to 8.15pm (session only, not including transport)

Transport:

Transport from Bayswater/Bentleigh may be available

Where:

UpUnlimited, 444 Warrigal Road, Moorabbin

		

via bus pick-ups

Cost: 		

$15.00

Youthcamp 2018

SAVE THE DATE!
Don’t forget to save the date for

our Youth Break-up on Saturday,

Camp Bookings Now Open!

December 9, as well as the

More information on page 18

December 16.

Weihnachtsfeier on Saturday,

CONTACT & RSVP: Cath Shelley | Youth & Activities Coordinator | M: 0468 338 655 | E: cath@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY

Jan Johnson

October was a bit of a loss for me as I was off sick
and then had a couple of weeks’ annual leave.
Regardless, things were still happening within
the Sydney Community and spring has definitely
sprung! Who can believe that Christmas is only a
month away? As I have so many family members to
provide for, I have already bought (and made) and
wrapped presents for all of our family and friends.
Preparing for Christmas Day is always a work in
progress that I thoroughly enjoy! I think the key to
enjoying it is being prepared as far ahead as we
can, to save all of that rush and stress. I hope you
are prepared, or getting prepared, ready for this

you would like to invite a friend to share lunch with
us, please do so and let me know.
The TSA Christmas get-together will be on the
same day as the Seniors’ event – December
8 – bookings are essential for both. We will be
attending the Thank God it’s Friday (TGIF) double
recording at ABC studios, a funny and entertaining
experience for all ages (though you must be over
18 to attend), followed by dinner at Essen, the
German restaurant. Both of these venues are in
Ultimo, not far from rail access if you prefer not to
drive. If you would like to attend the ABC studio

wonderful time of celebration.

only, or just dinner without the show, this can be

The Seniors’ Group met at Blacktown again, with

definitely by November 17! If left too late, I cannot

twelve people attending. We celebrated a birthday
for one of our seniors. It was a lovely day!
The Oktoberfest celebration at the German
Concordia Club was a pleasant afternoon – many
came to enjoy the wonderful food, music and, of
course, the German beer!
Geoff McCallum presented our October service in

arranged. I need numbers as soon as possible,
guarantee a seat for the TGIF show.
An announcement will be made in the next Templer
Talk regarding the appointment of Sydney’s new
Faith Facilitator.
Wishing you all good health and happiness during
the coming month.

Meadowbank. Once again it was great to have a
visitor from Melbourne come and share with us. As
I did not attend, I’m unable to report on the service,
but am sure it was enjoyed by those who attended,
and much was gained from Geoff’s teachings. This
month will be a Remembrance Service, held by
Renate Beilharz – we hope to see you there.
The Seniors’ Christmas get-together on December
8 will be held at Blacktown, a favourite venue for
most people. Please RSVP to allow me to provide
you with a place and a little gift for Christmas. If

CONTACT ME: Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

Although Christmas is still a while away, we

please let Martina know. Many hands make light

are already planning our Christmas dinner

work!

for December 14. This is always a wonderful
opportunity for our volunteers to be recognised

Finally, we have a Market Day coming up at

and to share a meal with our clients who do not

CHAMPION on December 6, where we will

have families.

offer Christmas presents and school stationery
help. Many parents get school book lists in late

CHAMPION numbers are growing and we are

November/early December and we would love

seeing many new clients, as well as our regular

to help with reducing some of these costs. Are

visitors. Speaking to them makes us more aware

you able to donate pens, pencils, exercise books,

of just how quickly life can change. A run of bad

rulers, folders, paper or anything that you can think

luck, the loss of a family member or losing your

of that children (Primary and Secondary) may need

job, each has a huge effect. Many people aren’t

to start school? This would be extremely helpful.

lucky enough to have family to help them, so they
become a part of our CHAMPION community.

Christmas gifts (unwrapped please) are welcome,

The best part of our job is when clients are back

too. We are also asking for gift cards so we can

on their own feet again. It is sad when they don’t

give them to any struggling clients. We will require

come anymore, but wonderful to know that they

some extra volunteers on this day, as well as at the

don’t need to. Our aim is to give a hand up and we

Christmas dinner. Please contact Martina for more

actively encourage people to help out when and

information. Thank you for your support.

how they can.
We are still looking for volunteers to help with our
sausage sizzle fundraiser. This will be a Bunnings
BBQ at the Bayswater store on Friday, November
17. The address is 183/225 Canterbury Rd,
Bayswater. It will be an enormous day and we will
need a lot of help for it to be successful. If we can
get enough people to volunteer, we will be able to
set up a roster so no one needs to be there for a
full day and can stay for as little as an hour or two.

Want to help this
month?

Please contact Martina so we can start organising.

Volunteer at one of our events!

Another fundraiser will be at the Weihnachtsmarkt.

We also need tinned fruit, tinned tuna and

We need volunteers to help us collect money from
those parking on the TSA grounds. If you can help,

snacks for children.

CONTACT ME: Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo
For kids, there will be a dedicated entertainment

TTHA
Tabulam & Templer Homes for the Aged (TTHA)
Weihnachtsmarkt (German Christmas Market)

returns to Bayswater on Sunday, November 19.
This hugely popular one-day-only event attracts

visitors from all around Melbourne and Victoria, and
features a wide range of Christmas gift ideas and

tempting German food stalls and beer. Kicking off

at 10am, all are welcome to come along and enjoy
the many German-themed festivities.

area with Basteln (a craft stall) and live music for all
to enjoy.

This is a great Christmas event for the whole family,
and there will also be an opportunity to participate
in a huge Christmas raffle, with some magnificent
prizes up for grabs.

In the meantime, don’t forget to pick up a ticket to
our Christmas raffle – available at Reception prior

to the event or throughout the market day – for just
$2, or 3 for $5.

At TTHA, we’re proud to honour a German

Christmas tradition that dates back as far as the

There will be some 40 high-quality boutique stalls
to leisurely peruse on site. Highlights include

handcrafted Christmas decorations, exquisite

candles, handmade German-style wooden gifts,
handmade soaps and lotions, jewellery and

accessories, specially designed pillows, Santa

stockings, cards, craft items and delicious jams,
chutneys and syrups.

Adding to the vibrant community atmosphere is

an array of sweet and savoury German delights,
including genuine German chocolates, freshly

15th century – come join us, and please don’t

forget that it’s all for the benefit of residents who
call TTHA home.

Sunday 19 November
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater (parking available - gold coin
donation - at entry via Victoria Road)
If you would like to volunteer on market day, please
ring 8720 1333. We would appreciate your help on
the day for as long as you can.

baked pretzels and bread, homemade cakes and
pies, Biergarten (beer garden), barista coffee and
much more.

CONTACT ME: Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

TEMPLERS AS ACTIVISTS
What makes an activist? In her 2010 article,
The Age journalist Jo Chandler wrote that,

“Tilman comes from a long line of forebears who

determinedly set out to live their beliefs … founded
on the most basic of Christian principles – to love
your neighbour as you love yourself.”
Tilman Ruff AM – ICAN co-founder. Photo: Joe Armao

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2017 has been awarded
to a Melbourne-born advocacy group co-founded
by Tilman Ruff AM – the International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN).

Early Templer generations, whether in Germany,
Palestine or Australia, applied these beliefs and
principles directly for the good of their pioneer
community.

Today, while many Templers of subsequent

generations (both those with ancestral ties and

The group worked to advance the negotiations
that led to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, which was passed at the United Nations
in July this year. There were 122 nations that
voted to pass the treaty, but nuclear-armed states
including the United States, Russia, China, Britain
and France stayed out of the talks. Australia is also
yet to sign the treaty.

others who we are blessed to have joined us)

ICAN describes itself as a coalition of grassroots
non-government groups in more than 100 nations.
The group originated in Melbourne more than a
decade ago and was launched internationally in
Vienna in 2007.

the environment, the rights of refugees and

The prize will be presented in Oslo, Norway, on
December 10. The following links are to recent
articles from The Age newspaper, describing ICAN
and profiling Tilman: http://bit.ly/2iJBq9O and
http://bit.ly/2z1Zk6q
In an email to Tilman, I wrote, “May I, on behalf
of the TSA, add my congratulations to the chorus
from around the world in ICAN being awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize.”

Mark Herrmann
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may no longer engage as intensely within the

community as our forebears did, they still carry
their Templer spirit out into an increasingly

interconnected global community to do good.
Tilman has long fought for nuclear disarmament.
Other Templers advocate for marriage equality,
other crucial causes. They scale mountains

with a powerful lifelong belief and relentless

determination. Their endeavours speak to truth and
ethics borne of God’s love.

We do well to walk with these new Templer

pioneers, to actively support their work with

whatever we can offer, individually, as families and
as the Templer community. Not only is it the right
thing to do in acknowledgement of our ancestry,
but it also engages our faith directly and visibly
with broader society through these works of
fundamental good.

Paul Haar and Teresa Capetola

FAMILY FUN DAY

Nicole Anderson

Letter to Martina Eaton, Community Care Worker

I was pleasantly surprised at the entry cost for the

This is just a short letter to thank you for inviting

afternoon tea for only $5. It is rare these days to

Fun Day, which included all the activities, lunch and

Emily and me to attend your Family Fun Day at the

be able to do any activity as a family, which is so

Temple Society on Sunday, September 24.

affordable.

Emily and I had a lovely day. For me, it is always

I think that Emily and I tried almost all of the ‘fun’

many people, but I found all the Temple Society

bowling alley – it was fun and Emily loved placing

friendly.

hands at the giant checkers board, but had to

Emily (and I for that matter) can at times be a

correct rules. Cheeky rascal seemed to believe that

know, but she saw how much fun all the children

had to get me to take photos of her on the jumping

intimidating to attend a function when I don’t know

activities that were on offer. We both loved the

members I met to be extremely welcoming and

the bowling ball on its return trip. We tried our

abandon our game due to a dispute regarding the

little shy and reserved around people she doesn’t

the rules should always be in her favour! Emily just

were having and wanted to join in. A couple of

castle.

games. You were fantastic trying to make me as

We had a couple of beautiful ladies teach Emily

of people who immediately included me in their

a seven-year-old hanging on their every word for so

children came and asked Emily to join them in their
comfortable as possible by introducing me to lots

how to knit. They were very engaging and to keep

conversations and were absolutely lovely to Emily.

long was impressive.

Sorry, but I’m unsure of the names of all the lovely

The BBQ lunch was delicious – the hamburgers

Emily and me, that would be much appreciated.

bowling to attend the scone-making session (which

Just after we arrived, Emily made a beeline for the

large success, with everyone enjoying them for

people we talked to. If you could thank them from

especially yummy. Emily and I were too busy

seemed to be very popular). They were a rather

arts and crafts table, where she made a couple of

afternoon tea.

with her favourite animal – horses! As you know, art

As someone who isn’t associated with the

photo frame fridge magnets. She decorated them
and craft activities are Emily’s favourite.

Temple Society, I was pleasantly surprised at how

As we are renovating our house at the moment,

towards us.

go and do something fun together. We live about

Once we got home, Emily eagerly showed her Dad

wonderfully welcoming and friendly everyone was

I thought that we could have a few hours off and

50mins away from Bentleigh, so I expected to only

the photos of what she had been doing all day.

asking to stay for a while longer, which was lovely.

If you organise another ‘Family Fun Day’, I think I

stay for a couple of hours max, but Emily kept

can speak for Emily in saying that we would both
love to come and join in again.
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FAMILY FUN DAY

Photos by Martina Eaton
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BOOK REVIEW 						

Doris Frank

Two books have recently been donated to the TSA
– one by Karin Ruff, and the other by Peter Levitt.
They are available for viewing at the Archive in
Bentleigh by arrangement with the TSA Office.

1) Karin Ruff: Immer aufrecht weiter... Das Leben und
Tagebuch von Frieda Grossmann

and gains a better understanding of past events.
Apart from the migration story of the Templers to
Palestine, the book adds further information, such
as the little-known fact that the Wagner family ran a
private school in Nazareth, which Frieda’s children
attended. Readers visiting these places will find
their understanding deepened by this book.
(Based on and adapted from Peter Lange’s German

Published in English (2012), and in German (2017),
318 pages. Please order directly from Karin Ruff
(her details are in the TSA Membership booklet);
cost: $30.
Five years after the biography of her great-aunt
Frieda Grossmann née Ruff (1884-1972), The Life
and Times of Frieda Grossmann, was published in
English, Karin Ruff came up with a German edition.
Although it is missing the central photo section,
it offers a more complete diary, some entries of
which had not been included in the English edition.
This story, based on Frieda’s personal diary, is
enhanced by memories of her daughter Dora
Vorster née Grossmann, by Gottlieb Wilhelm Ruff’s
autobiography and by information from Sebastian
Hope’s book Hotel Tiberias, all of which helps to
create a lively and informative dialogue. Although
only the portion of Frieda’s diary from March 1939
to December 1942 was left, the stages of her life
can easily be followed. We discover that Frieda’s
parents settled in Nazareth because mother
Christine Ruff née Heselschwerdt’s brother had
opened a guesthouse (later the hotel), and she had
followed him to Nazareth to help out.
The merit of this new edition lies not only in the
original entries from Frieda Grossmann’s diary,
but also in the fact that the author has interwoven
accounts of family life, contemporary events and
descriptions of geographical features in a way
that brings them very much alive. The reader gets
acquainted with Haifa, Nazareth and Tiberias,

report in the Warte edition 173/9 - September 2017)

2) Peter Levitt: A Memoir on the Sinking of the Zamzam
Published in English (2011), 176 pages.
The story of the Egyptian ship Zamzam tells of
how six-year-old Peter, his sister Wendy and their
mother Kathleen Levitt survived its being shelled
and sunk by a German raider in the southern
Atlantic Ocean in 1941. After almost eighteen
months of imprisonment in Germany, they finally
travelled from Liebenau to Palestine as part of a
prisoner exchange, and eventually celebrated their
reunion with father and husband, Lionel Levitt, in
South Africa.
Peter Levitt dedicated his book to the Templers
and to Peter Hornung, who kindly donated it to the
Archive. The author had earlier corresponded with
Peter H. about their recollections of taking part on
opposite sides in civilian internee exchanges of
Germans in Palestine and Jewish refugees from
Europe during WW II, although it did not happen for
them in the same year. Peter Levitt was exchanged
in 1942 and Peter Hornung in 1944.
Note: One of our members is looking for a copy
of Friedrich Lange’s: Geschichte des Tempels,
published in 1899. If you have one you no longer
need, we would appreciate that donation. Please
drop off at the Bentleigh Office or send to Doris
Frank. Thank you!
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Let's say thank you to Susi!
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NOTICES

Walled road in Haifa
Photo courtesy of Doris Frank, TSA Archives

A SPECIAL THANK
YOU

REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE

We have had a Gingerbread House as the major
prize for the Bentleigh Adventsfeier raffle for as

long as I have been attending this event – over 30
years.

A special thank you to Helga and Erika Anderson
for making the Gingerbread Houses for many,
many years.

Helga has advised that she does not wish to make

Sunday, November 26 at 10.30am
Meadowbank Hall
Participate in this special time of reflection

them anymore. We would love the tradition to
continue.

remembering loved ones who are no longer with
us.

In a circle of support, we will reflect on the
symbolism of the tree of life.
An event for all.

Renate Beilharz

If you would like to make a Gingerbread House

for the major prize this year, please contact me as
soon as possible.

(I’m sure Helga can assist with recipes, know-how
and important tips if required!)

Marianne Herrmann
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BEREAVEMENT
Harald Gassmann (born 1930 in Haifa) passed away peacefully at Melaleuca Lodge, Cowes, on Tuesday,
September 26, at age 87. His wife, Esther, died in 2015. Harald is survived by son Alex with Mike, his
sister Uta Faig and the extended Gassmann family.

Following a private funeral, a memorial service at St John’s Uniting Church in Cowes gave the opportunity
for community friends from both St John’s and the TSA to farewell Harald.

MALDON SHOPPING SPREE

WORKING BEES

Thursday, November 30

Working Bees will be held in both
Bayswater and Bentleigh on Saturday,

Last year, a group of Templers attended the shopping spree
in the beautiful historic town of Maldon.

Join us this year to shop for Christmas (or just for fun!).

You will find clothes, toys, books, shoes, chocolate, wine,
jewellery, household goods, perfume or unusual gifts you
are looking for – and more!

Enjoy nibbles, music, discounts, vouchers and the chance
to win one of many raffle prizes: last year our Templer
cohort took home quite a few!

There are over 20 traders open late, offering discounts of up
to 50% to participating shoppers.

November 25. Both commence at
9.00am with morning tea and lunch
provided.
Any assistance for any amount of time
will be appreciated.
If you are coming, please advise Tony
Beilharz (Bayswater) or Peter Ware
(Bentleigh). This helps with planning and
catering, but otherwise just turn up!

John Maddock

This year the Rosa bus won’t be available, but car pools

can be privately arranged to make sure you can come if you
want to! Then you can shop.

Tickets are $20 per person (Early Bird $15). Group tickets
are $13 per person for ten or more. Booking deadline
November 10.

You are guaranteed to make the ticket price back on the

discounts off your purchases – and have fun in the balmy
weather and relaxed atmosphere that Maldon provides!

For more information, contact Anna Beilharz on 0447 023
666 or email campturkey@hotmail.com
		

16

Templer Talk November 2017

SYDNEY EVENTS
Friday, November 10
Seniors’ Group
Wentworthville Leagues Club
11.45am

Sunday, November 26
Remembrance Service
Meadowbank Hall
10.30am
Elder: Renate Beilharz

How it works
Collect items
to donate
Drop off your items at
one of 3 locations:

GIVE SOMEONE A HAND
THIS CHRISTMAS
CHAMPION Christmas Food
and Toiletry Drive
Support CHAMPION and its emergency food relief service this
Christmas while spreading awareness of people living below the
poverty line and in crisis situations, such as homelessness and
unemployment.

How can I help?

Collect food and toiletry items (vouchers and stationery also
welcome!) and drop them off at one of our three collection
points by Monday 4 December. Your generosity could make all
the difference to someone’s life this Christmas.

Bayswater Community
Hall (CHAMPION)
51 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Bentleigh TSA Office
152 Tucker Road
Bentleigh
TTHA (Reception)
31-41 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Last day for drop-off
Monday 4 December

Contact us
Email champion@
templesociety.org.au
Find out more about us

www.templesociety.org.
au/champion

Follow us
www.facebook.com/
templesociety.org.au
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CAMP BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN!
We have two great camps happening this January, so if you have
not yet received any information emailed out to you, contact
Youth & Activities Coordinator, Cath Shelley, ASAP!

Summercamp 2018
Saturday 6 to Friday 12 January
This camp is suitable for all kids aged between 10 and 15 years

COMING
SERVICES
Sunday, November 12
Service
Bayswater Chapel
Elder: Anna Beilharz
10.00am

and will be held at Grossmans Country Cottages in Torquay, with

Sunday, November 26

heaps of great activities and beach time!

Service

Youth Camp 2018
Monday 15 to Saturday 20 January
This camp is suitable for all kids aged between 15 and 18 years
and will be held in bunk room accommodation at Philip Island Big
4 Caravan Park in Newhaven.

Bentleigh Hall
Elder: Peter Uhlherr
10.00am

Sunday, November 26
Remembrance Service
Meadowbank Hall

EVERYONE is welcome to come to either camp, so parents

Elder: Renate Beilharz

encourage your kids to invite their friends along! The TSA can

10.30am

also assist with travel costs for any interstate participants who
would like to attend.
Full details of the camp have been emailed to everyone on the
youth mailing list, but if you know of someone not on our email list
who may be interested, please feel free to pass on the information
or get them to contact me.
RSVP: Bookings for both camps will close on Monday,

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS
If you would like to have your
Christmas Greetings published in

December 4.

the December/January TT, please

For details, booking forms and all camp inquiries, please contact

to the TSA Office by November 18.

Cath Shelley, Youth & Activities Coordinator:

M: 0468 338 655
E: activities@templesociety.org.au
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forward your name and a gold coin

If you are a Sydney Templer, please
contact Jan Johnson regarding the
gold coin donation.

CAKES,
CHOCOLATES
& COFFEE

GERMAN
FOOD
the

RAFFLE
& PRIZES

Christmas

LIVE
MUSIC

Weihnachtsmarkt

BEER
GARDEN

PLANTS

Market

CHILDREN'S
ACTIVITIES

10AM - 2PM

SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2017
51 ELIZABETH ST, BAYSwater
ON-SITE PARKING AVAILABLE ON VICTORIA ROAD, BAYSWATER
Tabulam & Templer Homes for the Aged Inc.
		
Providing Residential Care,
Retirement Living & Community Care
(03)
8720191333
Templer Talk November
2017
31-41 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater VIC 3153

ttha.org.au

CHRISTMAS AND ADVENT
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
SERVICES
SYDNEY
Friday, December 8
Seniors’ Group Christmas Party
Blacktown Workers’ Sports Club
11.45am

Friday, December 8
TSA Christmas Party
ABC studios & Essen restaurant
from 4.30pm

Sunday, December 17

Christmas Service
4.00pm
Elder: Ingrid Turner

BENTLEIGH
Sunday, December 3
Adventsfeier
Starts at 2.30pm

Sunday, December 24

Christmas Eve Service
10.00am
Elder: Irene Bouzo

BAYSWATER
Thursday, December 7
Adventsfeier
Starts at 8.00pm

Monday, December 25
Christmas Day Service
10.00am
Elder: Harald Ruff

ANGELS AND ELVES – A COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENT
Friday, December 22 at 6.30pm
Bayswater Chapel
An inspirational and fun Christmas evening for all the community, incorporating:
•

Carol singing (with candles)

•

Storytelling and dressups

•

Activities

•

Music

•

Christmas supper, and

•

Father Christmas (with a small gift for children)

Please contact Renate Beilharz on 0439 562 802 or email beilharz.renate@gmail.com if you are able to
assist with any aspect of the evening; we are looking for helpers and participants of all ages.
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ADVENT IN BENTLEIGH
Sunday, December 3
Starts at 2.30pm
Those from Bayswater who would like to attend the
Bentleigh Adventsfeier by bus are asked to book
with the TSA Office on 9557 6713 ASAP.
If you would like to recite or read a Christmas
poem or story, in German or English, or wish to be
part of a musical performance on the day, please
ring me.
Please consider making a batch (or three!) of
Christmas cookies (Gutsle). Our older members
appreciate being able to purchase a bag of Gutsle
at the Adventsfeier as many of them no longer
bake their own.
Donations of raffle prizes will be gratefully received.
We also have a few people making craft items for
the Bazaar. Further craft donations are invited.
Items can be left at the Temple Society Office, 152
Tucker Road Bentleigh by 2.00pm on Saturday,
December 2 or at Renate and Tony Beilharz’s home
in Bayswater prior to Wednesday, November 29.
Raffle prizes and bazaar items (priced please) may
also be brought along on Sunday, December 3.
TO ENSURE THE DAY WILL PROCEED AS
SMOOTHLY AS POSSIBLE, PLEASE LET ME
KNOW IF YOU CAN ASSIST WITH ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING.
I require coordinators:
• to prepare raffle tickets in advance
• to take charge and organise the decorating and
set-up of the Hall
• to look after the packing of Gutsle
• to take charge and organise the kitchen
• to set up raffle prize display
If you are interested in coordinating, please ring
me on my mobile or during office hours at the TSA

Office. It would be great to see some new faces
take up the challenge to do what others have done
for a number of years now. I’m hoping we can
spread the load a bit more this year.
On Friday, December 1 from 5.00pm, I will
commence the set up of the craft table in the
Bentleigh Foyer.
On Saturday, December 2 from 2.00pm, we need
assistance to:
• pack Gutsle in the kitchen
• set up tables and decorate the hall
• finish the craft table set up
• set up the kitchen for Sunday
On Sunday, December 3 we will need assistance:
• in the kitchen to cut up cakes from 1.30pm
• young people to sell raffle tickets as people
arrive and also during afternoon tea
• people to help serve afternoon tea
• at the end of the day many hands to clean up
will allow us all to go home at a reasonable
time.
Please encourage any teenagers or young adults
in your family to volunteer to assist or if they
have never been before, just to come along and
enjoy the occasion. It just may help to keep this
traditional event happening for a number of years
to come.
A reminder to please bring along something for
afternoon tea and don’t forget your spending
money on the day for the bazaar, raffle and the
special table decorations, which will be available
for purchase afterwards.

Marianne Herrmann
M: 0407 271 764
E: nanne@templesociety.org.au
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ADVENT
- MOTHER TERESA

BENTLEIGH

BAYSWATER
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BIRTHDAYS

ROSTERS

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:
Alfred Steltenkamp		

81

Marlene Kuebler

Erika Ley				80

Rose Weller

Hedl Beilharz			93

Bayswater Flowers
Sunday, November 12

Herbert Hirdes			76
Hermann Uhlherr		

Bayswater Morning Tea
Sunday, November 12

83

Inge Hoefer

Hetty Meyer			90

Imy Loebert

Horst Blaich			85

Bayswater Lawnmowing
Week ending November 5

Ilse Birkner			90
Inge Kipperer			80

Heinz Vollmer

Irene Ruff				82

Andy Walch

Week ending November 26

Lottie Hohnholt			80

Manfred Weller

Rolf Edelmaier			75

Hans Wennagel

Ruth Weller			83
Willy Loebert			85
und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten

Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen
Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

Bentleigh Morning Tea
Sunday, November 26
Herbert Hoffmann
Renate Hoffmann

HONOUR A LOVED ONE - MEMORIAL BOOKPLATES
November is the month of Remembrance, both here and in Germany. Some years ago the Elders
considered an appropriate way to remember family and friends is to dedicate one of our hymnbooks, with
a personalised bookplate, to them.
When I sit down in a service I always check the front page of my hymnbook. It is lovely if the dedication is
for one of my relatives. If the person who dedicated the book is present, it gives me an opportunity to give
it to them and share a few words about their loved one.
There are two versions – In Honour of and In Memory of – to choose from, and all bookplates have the
Templer cross as the centrepiece and are printed on quality archival paper. If you would like to dedicate
a book to a loved one this November, please fill in the template provided on the TSA website or ring the

Office, pay $11.00 and the hymnbook will be made ready for you. You can also indicate where you want
the hymnbook to “live” – in Bentleigh, Bayswater or Meadowbank.
I hope a number of you take up this once-a-year opportunity.

Renate Weber
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NEW
TIME!

1.30pm
to 3.00pm

COME
DANCE
WITH US
SOCIAL DANCE GROUP
Bayswater Hall
51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater

The Social Dance Group is open to all TSA
members and friends and also the wider
community.
No experience or partner required. Dance
teacher, Kirrily Kirstin, will cover a range of
very easy and enjoyable social dances.
Afternoon Tea. There will be a brief afternoon
tea break with chairs and tables available.

Transport. The van travels from the Bentleigh
Hall, departing East Bentleigh at 12.10pm, and
has space for six participants. Please contact
Nanne at the TSA Office on 9557 6713 to book
your spot.
Exercise Group! Join Kirrily’s Exercise Group,
every Wednesday - Bayswater Chapel from
12.00pm to 1.00pm - until the end of 2017. No
bookings required.

Upcoming dates November 8 & 22, December 6
NEW TIME! 1.30pm to 3.00pm
Cost: $5.00 per person (per session)
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November 2017
3

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

7

TUE

Melbourne Cup Day (Vic Metro)

8

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

10

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Wentworthville Leagues Club 11.45am
Kaleidoscope Food and Chill Multicultural Night Ba 7.00pm to 9.00pm

11

SAT

Remembrance Day

12

SUN

Service Ba 10.00am

13

MON

RC Ba 7.30pm

14

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00pm

17

FRI

CHAMPION Bunnings BBQ fundraiser
Telelink 2.30pm

19

SUN

TTHA Weihnachtsmarkt 10.00am to 2.00pm
Volkstrauertag – memorial service at Tatura

20

MON

Deadline Dec/Jan Templer Talk

22

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

25

SAT

Ba and Be Working Bees 9.00am
Kaleidoscope Clip n Climb (UpUnlimited) Moorabbin 7.00pm to 8.15pm

26

SUN

Service Be 10.00am
Remembrance Service Sy 10.30am

30

THU

Maldon Shopping Spree

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

