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Temple Society Australia is an independent Christian faith community

EASTER, GRACE
AND REDEMPTION
grace. At the most exalted level, there is the “Grace of God” – a
gift bestowed by God, unearned and undeserved. It is often lifechanging – think of Saul/Paul. At a more mundane level – but grace
nonetheless, as pointed out by Christa – it includes not only what we
receive, but also the manner in which we express our “love” both to
ourselves and to our neighbours, in the core commandments central
to our faith. Grace should be present in all our daily actions and
interactions. There are many words like grace in the Bible, whose
meaning is critically dependent on context. “Love” itself is the prime
example; “love” of neighbour includes compassion, acceptance,
tolerance, respect – all shown with grace. But then (rhetorically), how
are we to “love” God – the greatest commandment?

Copy Deadline, Issue 59
Friday 18 May, 2018

We recently celebrated Easter, and in Templer Talk Issue 57 (April

All submissions and correspondence

2018) Jessica Blackwell wrote about the many interpretations of

to: Angela Woodburn

the crucifixion and resurrection – including the survival of Jesus
beyond the crucifixion. To that very far-reaching possibility, others
can be added that, historically, have at times been considered very
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Mary Magdalene was Jesus’ pregnant wife;

In order for the sacrifice of Christ to be seen as

he made journeys to India, to Europe…

redemptive for the Israelite nation, the Easter
events had to occur at the time of Passover.

The implications of any one of these hypotheses

The original Passover took place during God’s

are unimaginable! The churches would have had to

punishment of Egypt. He commanded the Israelites

suppress and/or ridicule such ideas for the sake of

to sacrifice animals and use the blood to mark

self-preservation!

their doors. This would identify them and allow the

The Easter story is encumbered with many words
which have become almost technical jargon. There
is “resurrection” itself, as well as “redemption” and
“sacrifice”.
Parallels between the Easter story and Old
Testament events help to explain the significance
of these terms in the context of Easter. In fact,
most of Jesus’ activity is linked to Old Testament
stories and prophecies in order to validate his
messianic status.
Thus, God commanded Abraham to sacrifice the
life of his son Isaac in order to test his obedience
and loyalty (his “love” of God?). Abraham was
prepared to obey, but God intervened at the last
moment. At Easter, God sacrificed the “life” of His
only son (Christ) as a demonstration of His loyalty
and love of His chosen people. Christ, as God’s
only son and a part of God, cannot be human, and
cannot die. Only the earthly vessel, Jesus, can die.
The resurrection is thus an integral and necessary
part of the concept of God’s sacrifice.
Incidentally, this also leads directly to the need for
Mary’s “immaculate” conception through the Holy
Spirit, another aspect of God. How else could God
enter the physical world of humanity?

“angel of death” to pass them over. In this way,
God saved – “redeemed” – His chosen people.
Just to ensure that the connection with Easter is
not missed, Jesus is usually portrayed as God’s
sacrificial lamb whose blood brings redemption to
all of God’s people. All this action is supernatural;
it is external to the individual. It is quite clear that
what is required of the individual, to participate
in the benefits of God’s grace, is total faith in its
effectiveness.
Templers have always been down to earth, and
intensely practical, and so it comes as no surprise
that we prefer to concentrate our attention on
the human side of Jesus’ life – particularly on the
practicality of his teaching: its meaning in and
application to our daily lives. After all, the theology
outlined above has little impact on our day-to-day
actions.
Even when we discount the theology, the
supernatural, and concentrate purely on Jesus’
earthly existence, his death can still be regarded
as a sacrifice. Jesus was willing to die for his
principles – his attempt to redeem The Spirit of
the Law from the hollow rituals into which it had
descended. He chose to force the attention of
the priesthood through a violent act of physical
disruption. And he did this during the Passover
celebrations in the Temple grounds – a time of
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frenetic activity, large crowds and heightened

redemption. They are described in the New

tensions and security. Both the Temple guard

Testament in the form of parables, miracles or

and Roman military were on alert. Jesus would

explicit accounts.

have been fully aware of the consequences of
his actions. He acted in accordance with his own
principle “greater love has no man than he lay down
his life for his friends”. In this case, he sacrificed his

First, there is compassion as shown by the
good Samaritan. Second, there is remorse
as demonstrated by the prodigal son. Third,

own life for the sake of his teaching.

unshakeable faith is required in most of the healing

Now we can turn to redemption in relation to

for our failure to achieve our full potential, as

Jesus’ life rather than God’s sacrifice of Christ.

described in the parable of the talents (Mat. 25:15-

The literal meaning is recovery by payment of a

30; Luke 19:12-27). All these responses require our

ransom or, more appropriately in our context, by

participation – we have to work for our redemption;

expenditure of personal effort. Although redemption

we have to “turn” to be “healed”.

miracles. Fourth, we must accept responsibility

can indeed be received through the Grace of God
(again think Saul/Paul), it can also be achieved at
a practical, human level through our own effort. It
is not Jesus’ death, but his life, his teaching, that
gives us the means to gain redemption through
our own actions. Redemption (spiritual healing and
growth) is the result of practising love of God and
love of neighbour in the sense intended by Jesus.
We need to “turn to be healed”. Redemption is
the reason why we strive to “turn” and to obey the

Finally, the fifth way is through the Grace of God,
which is independent of anything we may do.
Certainly, life-changing epiphanies do occur – but
only rarely. However, if we step back and objectively
review our mundane daily lives, we will often find
achievements, new experience and knowledge
gained, faith and inner strength just when we need
them, and many little things that come to us that
we tend to take for granted. As Christa Lingham

commandments in everything we do.

explained, we may realise, with gratitude, that we

There are at least five distinct responses to

been all our lives.

are, in fact, recipients of God’s grace, and have

life-situations that lead to healing, salvation,
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REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

Mark Herrmann

We inch closer on finalisation of the land lease and

community hub for consideration and discussion

safeguards as a response to the legal opinion is

written not as a RC member, but from a personal

undertaking with TTHA – implementation of certain
now required.

(see her article in this issue of Templer Talk,
viewpoint).

Our April meeting spent considerable time

The continuing imposition – by the Australian

from a TSA perspective – and will give some of its

and the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority

discussing governance, structure, purpose – all

May meeting over to workshop these important
issues with Rainer Busch.

Renate Beilharz has been instrumental in driving
investigation and analysis of these key aspects

Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC)
(APRA) – of progressively more conditions and
restrictions unfortunately prevents us from

accepting any new deposits or granting any new
loans.

in terms of how we exist and operate as a

Existing deposits can be retained until depositors

as possible. Apart from the structure and our

run until fully repaid.

faith community, as efficiently and effectively

operations, Renate has added strands associated
with re-visioning the TSA’s purpose, community
membership, Focus Group clarification and a

request their return, while the remaining loans can

All present depositors and lenders will be
separately notified.

CONTACT ME: Mark Herrmann | Regional Head | P: 03 9557 6713 | E: mark@templesociety.org.au
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COMMUNITY CARE

Martina Eaton

As the weather cools down, it is time to consider

4.00pm in the Bayswater Hall. If you are interested

impacted so many people in the community, both

from your GP), please consider attending the Hall

having a flu vaccination. Last year, influenza

young and old, with devastating consequences.
This year, the Victorian government is strongly
encouraging everyone to have the flu vaccine.
They recognise that the following groups are

particularly vulnerable and offer them the vaccine
for free:

in having a free flu vaccination (and cannot get it

to be vaccinated! A consent form must be signed
prior to immunisation. Alternatively, please visit

your GP in early May and this should help protect
you throughout winter.

Another downside to winter can be higher

electricity and gas bills. Did you know, if you have

• All Victorian children aged six months to five
years of age
• People who have medical conditions that put
them at risk of serious complications of the flu
(i.e. respiratory conditions, such as asthma)
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people aged
six months to five years, and 15 years and over
• Pregnant women – at any stage of pregnancy

a pension card or health care card, you are eligible
for energy concessions from your providers? For
more information, or to check if your concession
has been applied to your account, please give
me a call and I can help you. There are other

concessions that may apply if you have a sleep
apnoea machine or have fibromyalgia.

The month of May has a variety of events to keep
our community engaged, including the Gender

• People 65 years and over.

Equality discussion, Mother’s Day events, the

Contact your doctor or immunisation provider for

Winter Sleep-Out fundraiser, cooking classes at

covered by these categories can also have an

services. I look forward to seeing you at some of

further information about eligibility. People not

CHAMPION, flu vaccination day and, of course, our

annual flu immunisation, but it is not available for

these activities.

free.

Keep smiling!

CHAMPION has a FREE flu immunisation day

coming up on Wednesday, May 2 from 2.00pm to

CONTACT ME: Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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How it works
Collect food and
toiletries to donate
Drop off your items at
one of 3 locations:

DONATIONS NEEDED!

Bayswater Community
Hall (CHAMPION)
51 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Bentleigh TSA Office
152 Tucker Road
Bentleigh
TTHA (Reception)
31-41 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater

CHAMPION Winter Food
and Toiletries Drive
Support CHAMPION and its emergency food relief service by
spreading awareness of people living below the poverty line and
in crisis situations such as homelessness and unemployment.

How can I help?
It’s simple! Collect assorted food and toiletry items throughout
winter and drop them off at a collection point before Wednesday
29 August.

Your generosity really could make all
the difference to someone’s life.

Last day for drop-off
Wednesday 29 August

Contact us
Martina Eaton
M: 0433 335 815
E: champion@
templesociety.org.au
Find out more about us
www.templesociety.org.au/
champion

Follow us
www.facebook.com/
templesociety.org.au

YOUTH

Cath Shelley

WINTER SLEEPOUT
FRIDAY, MAY 11
An event for the youth, run by the youth!
Did you know that over 100,000 people in
Australia don’t have a home to sleep in this
winter? Did you know that 17,000 of these are
children?
In an event organised by a team of our TSA
Youth, now is your chance not only to have a little
fun with a sleepout in the Bayswater Hall, but to
give back to the wonderful CHAMPION to help
people in need!
It’s time to smash those piggy banks and turn in
that loose change! The more luxury you want –
the more you donate!
Here’s how it works:
At 6.00pm, all our welcome to our community
dinner for a gold coin entry. But be warned – if
you want more than basics; bring your loose
change!
You’ll be provided with cardboard to sleep on,
then charged gold coins for your luxury items.
Bring your pillow, sleeping bag or blankets to stay
warm – but you'll need to donate for the luxury
you want!
		

SAVE
THE
DATE
FRIDAY, JUNE 8
SUNDAY, JUNE 24
What do you want to
do in June? I want to
hear from the Youth!
This is your Youth
Program!

TSA YOUTH: SAVE THESE
DATES EVERY MONTH!
TSA Youth runs every
second week of the
month, alternating
Fridays 7.00 to
9.00pm and Sundays.
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MOTHER'S DAY LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, MAY 13
Time to do something for your mother. See the Mother’s Day flyer on
page 27 for more information and remember to save the date!

N
I
O
J
A !
M
A
TE
EVENT MANAGEMENT TEAM
WINTER SLEEPOUT
WANTED 2-3 PEOPLE

VOLUNTEER SERVERS
& STYLISTS
MOTHER'S DAY LUNCHEON

Can't donate your loose change?
Donate your time to help this event
run smoothly! Only a few will be
chosen, so please send your
expressions of interest to Cath,
Charlotte and Kelilah at
activities@templesociety.org.au

Enquire at
activities@templesociety.org.au
if you're interested in home
deco/styling or if you want to
help out with serving our
lovely mothers their Mother's
Day lunch!

For all details and enquiries about the Youth Program please contact:
Cath Shelley, Youth & Activities Coordinator
M: 0468 338 655 | E: activities@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY FAITH
In March and April we considered the foundations

the 18th century, and their missionaries were

of the Sydney Templer community in the 1960s,

active Australia-wide. Linked with the historical

the acquisition of modest bricks and mortar in

reformation of the Church of Scotland in the 16th

Meadowbank symbolic of our ‘relocated’ faith,

century, led by the founder of Presbyterianism,

ready to continue.

John Knox, its beginnings here are traced to

Contemplating the Meadowbank chapel as the
locus of our spiritual connection these decades
later, I was curious about its earlier manifestation,

1803 on the banks of the Hawkesbury River near
Sydney, where the Ebenezer Church is the oldest in
Australia.

which had once served a Presbyterian

Recent refurbishment has made our Meadowbank

congregation.

chapel look fresh. With very little in the way of

The last Australian census revealed Presbyterian
Christianity to be the fourth largest Christian faith in
the country. Numerous Presbyterian denominations
had arrived from Great Britain at the end of

Window in the entry alcove of the chapel

ornament or distraction, the physical interior – if
we are open to its aura – is a portal to a personal
interior realm of contemplation, meditation, peace,
gratitude and love. In essence, any Christian church

One of the main chapel windowss

CONTACT ME: Ingrid Hoffmann | Sydney Community Faith Facilitator | M: 0448 930 573 | E: ingrid@templesociety.org.au
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Ingrid Hoffmann
of any tradition across time was built to serve this

in 1913, when Rev N Watts of Gladesville began

very purpose.

preaching in the Ryde Town Hall. These services,

Despite the divergent worldviews of the fierce
Presbyterian founder and the open faith practised
by Templers today (John Knox’s austere
Protestantism led him to violently pound the pulpit
while preaching), I suggest every individual under
the simple roof structure of our chapel has striven
to form a conception of God’s kingdom. A tangible
structure built to access the intangible within us all.
Back to bricks and mortar, the following historical
outline is helpfully provided on the NSW Office of
Environment & Heritage website, and mentions
the grander, ornamented Presbyterian Church very
close by in Bowden Street:

being irregular, and held on Sunday afternoons,
were not a success; and were practically
abandoned. However, after a meeting in 1915,
when a list was prepared showing the names of 97
adults and 66 children, it was decided to form the
Ryde-Meadowbank Church; the opening service
was held in the Ryde School of Arts on 12/9/1915.
The Rev L Millar was placed in charge. From 1919
until 1924, services were held in a church building
in Macpherson Street.
In 1924, [a] new church, seating 300 people, and
costing £4,450, was dedicated in Bowden Street.
In the church are 13 memorial windows including a
number to congregation members who, as soldiers,

The first movement for the establishment of regular

died in World War I.

Presbyterian services in Ryde Village was made
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SYDNEY CARE
Another month has passed – time is certainly
flying! Many of you may have watched the
Commonwealth Games on television – how
inspiring to see such a gathering of athletes from
within our Commonwealth display their talents
and represent their country. I visited St Hedwig
Village and was pleased to see that they held their
own games within the hostel – proudly displayed
on the screen in the link room were two names I
recognised listed as medallists in shot put – Hetty
Meyer and Hugo Weller! Congratulations to you
both – I am sure you had a lot of fun competing
with your peers. Being competitive is good for us
if not taken too seriously; we all need something
to strive for, no matter what stage of life we are in.
Colin Powell, an American statesman and retired
general said, “The healthiest competition occurs
when average people win by putting in aboveaverage effort.” Well done to Hugo and Hetty for
putting in such an effort! And well done to our
athletes who put on such a fantastic show for us
on the Gold Coast.
The past month has once again been a busy one.
The Seniors’ Group met at Blacktown with twelve
people – a few were away, but those who came
enjoyed having Ingrid Hoffmann join us. Lovely to
have you attend, Ingrid!

Jan Johnson
I have included a photo of Linda Roberts’ March
presentation When Palestine was home. It was
so well received and people are asking for more,
certainly a well-earned compliment for Linda’s
efforts.
The April service was hosted by Mark Herrmann;
he and Nanne came up from Melbourne to visit us,
something we look forward to each year. It is nice
to spend some time with our interstate TSA Elders
and have the opportunity to meet face-to-face
rather than the intermittent Skype meetings that
don’t always go according to plan!
The next Seniors’ Group will meet at
Wentworthville Leagues Club. Those of you who
were away, please bring photos; we’d love to hear
about your adventures!
Our Community Picnic is planned for this month –
please invite your family members. We love to see
the Hall filled with people on picnic day, especially
the little ones! Ingrid Turner will be presenting a
short message before we get together for lunch
and activities. We hope to see you at 10.30am on
Sunday, May 27.
We will have our Founding Day service in June, led
by Ingrid Hoffmann. In July, our TSA Night Out and
a service led by Theo Richter. In August, the muchanticipated 2018 Winter Lieder Concert will take
place.
Keep an eye out for future community activities
on the horizon – in the meantime, see you at the
family picnic!

Linda Roberts presenting When Palestine was home
Photo courtesy of Jan Johnson

CONTACT ME: Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

What an eventful few weeks at CHAMPION. We

Cooking classes started at CHAMPION on April 30

held our Autumn Market Day in April when we

to run weekly from 12.00pm to 2.00pm until June

offered our clients items for the coming winter. We

4. You are welcome to attend. Please register with

collected extra blankets to hand out, especially

Martina as soon as possible so there is enough

to our older clients who can’t afford to have their

food for everyone participating!

heating running constantly. We also gave out handknitted scarves and beanies, mittens, water jugs
and many other things. Just after Easter we also
helped a client with a new fridge when his old one

We have budgeting workshops starting June 27
and running weekly from 10.00am to 12.00pm until
August 1. If anyone is interested please contact

stopped working.

Martina. This program is free.

On May 2, CHAMPION is hosting a flu

Our client number continues to grow each month.

immunisation day which will be open to everyone.
This has been organised with one of our
volunteers, Soraya, who is a nurse with EACH. We
are partnering with EACH on this project through
a grant from the Victorian government. We highly
recommend you getting a flu vaccine, and we
can offer it for FREE! You will need to register and
have a consent form filled in prior to receiving
the immunisation. The recommended time to be
immunised is at the start of May, so it will protect
you during winter.

Martina and I attended a meeting recently and
were told many other agencies in the area refer
their clients to us. We are always looking for more
volunteers, including someone who would be able
to pick up our monthly food order from Dandenong
during July. If you or someone you know is able to
help, please contact Martina.
Thank you for your continued support of
CHAMPION and please stay warm as the seasons
are changing.

Want to help this month?
As always, we are looking for volunteers to help
in and behind the scenes at CHAMPION.
We also seek donations of coffee, sugar, muesli
bars, tea bags and kids’ snacks for school.
Martina with Soraya, community nurse from EACH
Photo courtesy of Martina Eaton

CONTACT ME: Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo

TTHA
April continued to surprise us with more
changeable weather. On warm days, our outings
were a pleasure. Recent scenic drives to the
Rhododendron Gardens and the Sherbrooke Forest
were bathed in sunshine. However, our gardening
club is overjoyed to see some much-needed rain
for our very dry gardens, bringing up beautiful
blooms in our beds and pots.
This month we have great activities for our
residents and Home Care Services. At the start of
the AFL season, the competitive spirit is well and
truly alive amongst staff and residents, and we
look forward to some great rivalry and exciting TV
viewing. With Anzac Day approaching, we were
visited by members of the local RSL to spend time
with residents, as well as to share our scrumptious
meals.
Today we welcomed some new visitors to TTHA
– a large aquarium in our Tabulam wing housing
thirteen beautiful fish. We love this new addition
to their communal area, and staff members are
ensuring that all residents visit and enjoy the fish in
the coming weeks. On your next visit, make your
way to the Tabulam communal room to see the
colourful display!

Another welcome addition is PARO, the robotic
seal. PARO has been sent to us on a four-week
trial by Dementia Australia. PARO simulates
animal therapy and has many benefits mainly
focused towards residents with dementia. PARO
provides sensory, cognitive and social stimulation,
generating conversation between residents and
their carers. Feedback has been positive with some
of the published benefits including:
• PARO has been found to reduce stress in
patients and their caregivers
• PARO stimulates interaction between patients
and caregivers
• PARO has been shown to have a positive
psychological effect on patients, improving their
relaxation and motivation
• PARO improves the socialisation of patients with
each other and with caregivers
• PARO is the World’s Most Therapeutic Robot, as
certified by Guinness World Records
We need your help to purchase PARO at a cost
of $8,000. Please support us by making a tax
deductible donation to TTHA.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank
the lovely ladies from the Templer Craft Group who
donated funds to us from the Christmas market,
allowing us to purchase our new coffee machine
in the café. This is already proving very popular
among residents, visitors and staff; we thank you
for the generous donation.

CONTACT ME: Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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Please remember our café is open Tuesday,
Thursday and Sunday from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. We
are currently working on the logistics of opening
the café every day of the week (from 11.00am
to 4.00pm) and will communicate our progress.
We encourage you to come in, enjoy a coffee
or tea and sample some of the beautiful treats
and yummy homemade goodies produced in our
kitchen.
The 2018 Knox Active Ageing Expo will take place
on Wednesday, May 30, 2018 from 10.00am to
4.00pm at the Knox Civic Centre, 511 Burwood
Highway, Wantirna South. Come along and say hi!

The Rhododendron Gardens
Photo courtesy of TTHA

Information sessions at the Expo:
10.00am - 11.00am // Maintaining your
independence at all ages and stages.
11.15am - 12.15pm // What to look out for when
considering a retirement village.
12.45pm - 1.45pm // Planning for the future:
enduring powers of attorney and medical treatment
decision making.

Sherbrooke Forest
Photo courtesy of TTHA

2.00pm - 2.45pm // Do or Die: futureproof your
health.
3.00pm - 4.00pm // How’s retirement so far? Is
your lifestyle how you want it? Are there any other
fabulous, novel or adventurous things you’d like to
add? Let’s discuss.
If you or someone you know needs help at home
or is interested in joining our Social Support Group,
please come in and have a chat with our TTHA at
Home team or call 8720 1338.
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PARO, the robotic seal
Photo courtesy of TTHA

THE FUTURE OF THE TSA

Opportunity knocks – a
personal reflection
Renate Beilharz
Sometimes opportunity knocks, but most of the time it sneaks up and then quietly steals away - Doug Larson
I believe that the Temple Society Australia is a

• Plan for and execute an orderly shrinking,

worthwhile organisation with a role to play in the

consolidation and eventual wind-up of the TSA

wider Australian community. We have a caring,

over a set timeframe (say 15 years)

supportive community with the all-encompassing
aim of making the world a better place for all.
The values of Trust, Acceptance and Respect,
underpinned by a compelling heritage of making
the most of opportunities as they arise, are the
cornerstones of our community.
In May 2017 Rainer Busch was contracted to
undertake a review of the TSA administration. In his
report to Regional Council, which was reproduced
in part in the June 2017 Templer Talk Regional

• Consider amalgamating with a like-minded
organisation
• Do nothing, maintain the status quo with minor
changes here and there, hoping for the best.”
Having the TSA’s future options so starkly laid out
in front of me, made me sit up and think. Which is
my preferred option? Are these the only options?
What do I really see as the future for the TSA? I

Council Update, he wrote:

also wondered what other TSA members made

“It now appears that the TSA is experiencing a

(under the age of 75) which option they favoured.

of this. I wanted to ask all members and friends

slow, but steady decline of its active membership,
volunteer support structure and resources. If
this trend is allowed to continue without planned
intervention by its leadership, it may mean the
TSA’s demise. However, the TSA has several
choices at its disposal to turn things around. Some

On the one hand, the last three choices appealed
to me, as paths of least resistance; but as a proud
Templer, I don’t want to lose what is so valuable to
me, my family and friends.
After a few months of thinking and talking with

of these choices may be:

others, I now see these words as an opportunity to

• Review and restructure the current leadership

leading to a re-visioning of our organisation for the

start an active conversation about the TSA’s future,

framework in line with a short term (5-year) and
long term (10-year) action plan using current
membership trends, values, objectives and
resources

21st century.
I favour the first of the choices recommended,
but even more comprehensively than suggested.
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I believe we should not create an action plan
using only “current membership trends, values,
objectives and resources”, but rather undertake

a process of looking at what we want our future
membership, values and objectives to be. I
think we should re-examine the TSA’s purpose,
particularly in light of the Australian context our
small faith community presently operates in. Let’s
consider our role in Australian society and how
we, the TSA, can contribute in a positive and

I believe we need to take the opportunity NOW to:
• Restate the TSA’s reason for being in a 21st
century Australian context
• Start planning for Community Hub(s) to address
the TSA’s needs around the framework of this
re-visioned purpose
• Reorganise the decision-making and operations

meaningful way.

structure of the TSA, looking at the nature and

For too long the TSA has looked inwards,

Council and Focus Group members (in light of

searching for active participation predominantly
from within its own ranks, instead of creating more
opportunities to connect with like-minded people
from other circles intersecting with ours. We must
create a revised vision for the TSA, one that also
appeals to those who have not had the privilege of
growing up in our caring community. We need to
project outwards. If we don’t do anything, we may
as well shut up shop in 15 years’ time.

role of paid employees and elected Regional
our shrinking volunteer base).
I would like to think that we can organise small
discussion groups or working parties to come up
with proposals which could be presented to the
TSA community at a Futures Forum in July and
potentially finalised for the TSA AGM in September
this year.
The big question is, who is ‘we’?

Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so most people don’t recognise them - Ann Landers
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1936 - 1939 Reunion

Herta Uhlherr

The 1936-1939 Reunion, Corowa, April 2018
Photo courtesy of Herta Uhlherr

Thirty-four people from the well-aged vintages

was appetising, the wines were appreciated,

1936-1939 met in April on the NSW side of the

conversation flowed… The wait staff observed that

Murray River for several days of celebrating

they hadn’t had a group with so many “strange”

friendship and our survival to age ~ 80. When we

names before.

entered the meeting room at the Federation Motor
Inn in Corowa on Monday afternoon, April 9, we
were met by a solid wave of happy reconnection
noise, big smiles and hugs. The volume level
dropped over a tasty dinner and some ate at
outside tables under the stars, It was hot and dry
during our entire stay, We were 20 in number from
Melbourne, four from Mornington, seven from NSW
and three from country Victoria.

Late afternoon – Convoy to Yarrawonga and a
sunset dinner cruise on Lake Mulwala. The low
cloud bank had shifted, but the sun was almost
gone at 6pm. The young captain’s commentary
was informative, our paddle steamer was steady,
the lake smooth and the roast dinner excellent.
Driving back to Corowa in the pitch dark of a
moonless country night was a bit challenging –
some of us are no longer used to it.

Tuesday – Leisurely start, then car convoy to
Moodemere Winery, now run by the 7th generation
of wine-makers. Our three long lunch tables in
the shade of large trees overlooked the Murray
and Lake Moodemere. The giant silver agaves
shimmered like satin below us on the riverbank.
They looked stunning, but their offsets are a
potential weed hazard downstream. Lunch

Wednesday – Tour of N.E. Victoria’s goldfields,
departing 9am in two air-conditioned buses.
The promised coach with loo was somehow not
available. After a drive through All Saints Vineyard
(red brick “castle”, lovely shaded lake, old vines,
pointy white “tournament” tents for the weekend
polo match) came the historic Gold Battery at
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Rutherglen. Volunteers have restored it after

Gold Store (a hit with international tourists) and

gathering its scattered components and some were

admired gold, amber, semi-precious stones and

there to explain its operation – the big stampers to

Kimberley Argyle diamonds in pink, cognac and

crush rock pieces were very LOUD!

champagne colours.

The sun was fierce again. Next stop was in a lonely

Onwards through historic Yackandandah, which

bush valley at the El Dorado Dredge, a huge,

still attracts gold prospectors, to the Allans Flat

rusty monster in a lake made by its 118 buckets,

Strawberry Farm, a chance to taste and buy

each weighing 1.4 tonnes. Such dredges work

strawberry wines. We returned via Chiltern, which

like enormous gold-panning factories. This one,

looked dead. Hot and tired, we finally got back to

finished in 1936, was the largest ever constructed

shower and change.

in Australia at the time. The environmental damage
was appalling, despite promises made. It closed
in 1953, having extracted about $28 million worth
of gold in today’s terms. Our engineers were heard

Refreshed, we left for our Gala Dinner at the
swanky RSL. Exactly 55 years ago, Gunter Weller
and Sigi Beilharz were married in Heidelberg, and

discussing the mechanics.

Gunter generously insisted on paying for all drinks.

Anneliese née Kazenwadel from Wangaratta

soll’n sie leben, with Volker adding zicke zacke,

joined us briefly to meet old friends. There used

zicke zacke, hoi, hoi, hoi!

Naturally, we raised our glasses and sang Hoch

to be a small Country Vic Templer Community at
Wangaratta.
Beechworth has grand historic buildings from its
gold-rush heyday. Alluvial gold was first discovered
in 1852 and a year later 8,000 men were mining
there, 5,000 of them Chinese. Our driver, Hans,
showed us their burning towers (1883-84) in the
cemetery. After Cornish miners dug a tunnel under
the town to access the water required, a whole
hill was washed away by mining. The hardship,
labour and effort involved, also at the dredge and
in Yackandandah, were staggering!
By contrast, the large Asylum is set in beautiful
parkland, like a botanical garden. It catered for the
mentally ill from all over Victoria. The stone gaol
looks very solid. After lunch at the popular Bakery,
there was a little time to wander. We visited the
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Gunter and Sigi Weller with Helga Jürgensen on left, who
was at their wedding 55 years ago in Germany

The food was plentiful and tasty, then – a blackout,

who have trouble answering, I offered a couple of

first time in ten years. What to do? We sang the

sentences to help:

old folksongs from the Senior Camps of our youth.

The Temple Society is an independent,

Candles in glass cylinders arrived, serving as

progressive Christian community based on

mini campfires to sing around. Strups Arndt and

the Golden Rule and on Jesus’ teaching to

Hartmut Beck, playing their mouth organs together

respect the Divine in all, and to respect one’s

for the first time, and in perfect sync, provided

fellow human beings as oneself. (Using respect
instead of love helps some people to “get” it.)
Our name comes from the (New Testament)
idea that we humans are “temples” in whom the
great Life-force (“God”) is active, empowering
us to discern and to do what is good and just.
Templers are not connected with the Knights
Templar.

the accompaniment. Dessert was served by
candle and torchlight and some stories were told.
When the lights came back on, Elisabeth Wagner
accompanied our singing, now from songbooks, on
the keyboard she had brought, and at last the DVD
of our 2016 reunion in Canberra could be shown –
thanks Hartmut!
Suggestions re another reunion, where, when and
who to organise it, were sought before we were
driven home, quite late.
Thursday – Communal breakfast again, then a
short reflection. We gave thanks for many things
we can still do that we once took for granted, like
travelling and singing with such gusto! Gratitude is
an antidote to grumpiness. Ageing well is an art –
let’s become artists at ageing gracefully.

This “nutshell” will satisfy many questioners,
but of course there’s more and our words can
be adapted, depending on who is asking. We
concluded with a reminder to enjoy the splendour
of life and to practise magnanimity, tolerance
and patience. Group photos followed, and fond
farewells. We hope for a Wiedersehen in the not
too distant future. As one classmate put it: Every
day is a bonus!
Thanks to Helga Anderson, Gerda Knaub,

The last TR issue on The Changing Status of
Women has had some very positive feedback from
many quarters and we keep being asked, “Who
are these Templers?” Since there are Templers

Manfred and Johanna Löbert and helpers for their
organising, and to the TSA Office for handling the
finances for us. We had a great time with dear old
friends!
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NOTICES
LIFE COACHING WITH
PHUONG
Come and join us for a free Coaching 101 workshop to find
balance in life and set some goals for the next season in your
life journey.

Date: Wednesday, May 16
Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm
Venue: Our Lady of Lourdes Church foyer
23 Orange Grove, Bayswater
RSVP: 03 9729 2622 (Church office) by May 13
The session will start with the rosary followed by an inspiring
workshop looking at you and exploring your own life.

COMING SERVICES
Sunday, May 13
Mother’s Day
Bayswater Chapel
10.00am
Elders: Theo Richter & Jessica
Blackwell

Sunday, May 27
Meadowbank Hall
10.30am
Elder: Ingrid Turner

Sunday, May 27

Bring a friend if you prefer to discuss topics with them privately.

Evening Hymnal Service

Coffee and tea will follow after 9.30pm for those who wish to

Bentleigh Hall

mingle.

Phuong Breisch
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5.00pm
Elders: Theo Richter & Annette
Wagner-Hesse

WORKSHOPS ON THE FAITH AND PHILOSOPHY
UNDERPINNING THE TEMPLE SOCIETY 2018
Talking Templer began last month with an animated
discussion on words that describe the Temple

Society: independent, Christian, religious, faith-

•

Friday, June 15 Temple Society Australia – a faith
community for the 21st century

based, community, progressive. As with most

The sessions will culminate at the Founding

ranged across many absorbing topics and

Bayswater.

discussions of a faith-based nature, the conversation
opinions.

All sessions take place in the Bayswater Chapel

Talking Templer discussions continue.

beginning at 7.30 pm. Transport is available from
Bentleigh.

You are welcome to participate.
•

Day service on Sunday, June 24 at 10.00am in

Friday, May 4 God, prayer and spirituality – a
Templer perspective

•

Friday, May 18 Jesus and the Bible – a Templer

•

Friday, June 1 Temple Society – a brief history

perspective

Please register with the TSA Office by emailing tsa@
templesociety.org.au or calling 03 9557 6713.
For more information, please contact:

Renate Beilharz
E: beilharz.renate@gmail.com
M: 0439 562 802
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TTHA - POSITION VACANT

SYDNEY EVENTS

TTHA is a well-established, respected not-for-profit aged care

Friday, May 11

provider mainly serving the German/European community with
Residential, Home and Private Care. It promotes independence,
self-esteem, choice and outstanding customer service to all

Seniors’ Group
Wentworthville Leagues Club

residents and clients.

11.45am

There is an immediate vacancy for a person with excellent

Sunday, May 27

communication skills to be the pivotal first point of contact with

Family Picnic and Service

residents, relatives, staff, suppliers and the general community.

The Role

Meadowbank Hall
10.30am
Elder: Ingrid Turner

The Receptionist/Administration Assistant performs a variety
of activities, balancing their time between answering incoming
telephone calls, greeting and passing on information to a wide
range of people at a reception area with an outstanding scenic
outlook and supporting facility staff with a range of office and
financial administrative tasks.

Essential Requirements
•

Certificate III in Administration

•

Experience working in Aged Care or Health Services

•

Able to multi-task

•

Excellent communication and interpersonal skills including
empathy

•

Welcoming and friendly manner

•

Team player

•

Skills in word processing, spreadsheets and databases

•

Ability to speak and understand German would be a distinct
advantage

Applications are to be emailed to careers@ttha.org.au

For more information, contact TTHA:
E: careers@ttha.org.au
P: (03) 8720 1333
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CHANGE TO CONTACT
DETAILS
Luise Wagner is still receiving
mail sent to her old postal
address and must pay to
collect this from the post office.
Please check that you are
sending mail to the correct
address as printed in the latest
membership directory and not
the RMB address.
Thank you to all who sent
birthday wishes recently.

via TSA Office

TSA
WINTER
SLEEPOUT

FRIDAY 11 MAY 18
FUNDRAISER FOR CHAMPION BY TSA YOUTH

ENTRY BY GOLD COIN DONATION
COMMUNITY DINNER AT 6.00PM
SLEEPOUT FOR YOUTH
PAY FOR YOUR LUXURY ITEMS!
REGISTER

a c t i v iSign
ties@
m pactivities@templesociety.org.au
l e s o 		
ciety.org.au
upt e at
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BENTLEIGH EVENING
HYMNAL SERVICE
COMMUNITY DINNER

TEMPLER
REFLECTIONS

Sunday, May 27

Reflections edited by Jessica

The June issue of Templer

This service is scheduled for 5.00pm. Those attending are invited to
bring a plate to share for a simple dinner (not afternoon tea) at the
conclusion of the service. You may also wish to bring your favourite
wine.

Blackwell, Mark Herrmann
and Theo Richter will be
published on June 13.
This is a reminder to contact

If wanting to come in from Bayswater on Rosa, please book with the

the TSA Office if you would

Office. It is expected that those coming by bus will be staying for

prefer to receive the hard

dinner.

copy version.

Elders: Annette Wagner-Hesse and Theo Richter

TSA Office

Respecting
Elders
Friday 1st June
1.30PM - 3.30 PM
Temple Society Community Hall
51 Elizabeth St, Bayswater

RSVP

Martina Eaton
E: careworker@templesociety.org.au or M: 0433 335 815
by 23 May 2018

BIRTHDAYS

ROSTERS

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:

Bayswater Flowers
Sunday, May 13

Krista Allan 		

78

Gisela Bulach

Rolf Beck 		

81

Ilse Beilharz

82

Eberhard Frank

78

Renate Goetze

86

Ulrich Hoefer

77

Inge Jones 		

82

Doris Katz 		

79

Gretel Krockenberger

85

Helga Kuerschner 		

82

Hildegard Orth

76

Willi Richter

94

Renate Steller

76

Martha Strasser

95

Hulda Wagner

94

Ulf Weller

		

Helga Jürgensen

Bayswater Lawnmowing
W/E May 13
Herb Neef

Harald Ruff

Bayswater Morning Tea
Sunday, May 13
Kate Richter

Marlene Kuebler

Bentleigh Flowers
Sunday, May 27
Evening Hymnal Service
Heidi Richter

Bentleigh Lawnmowing
May 12

82

und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten

Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen

John Maddock
Tim Weller

Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

WOMEN’S RETREAT: BOOK
NOW, PLACES FILLING FAST
Yarra Junction
August 17 to 19
Be sure to book your spot at the upcoming Women’s Retreat!
Places are limited and spaces are filling fast. Until your form and
at least a deposit is in, your place is not confirmed!

Martina Eaton
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TEMPLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA

Mother's
Day
Luncheon

Enjoy a welcome champagne,
scrumptious three course meal
and relax with your loved ones

Bookings close May 4!

MAY 13, 2018
11.00AM TO 3.00PM

Adults: $40 | 12 - 18yo: $30 | Under 12: $20
TSA BAYSWATER HALL

To book, contact Cath Shelley on:
M: 0468 338 655
E: activities@templesociety.org.au

51 ELIZABETH STREET
BAYSWATER

AUSTRALIAN GERMAN TEMPLER EXCHANGE
Are you interested in travelling to Germany and improving your German language skills? Do you want
to learn more about the Temple Society and your heritage, meet some wonderful people and broaden your
horizons?
If you answered yes to these questions, you should consider applying for the Australian German Templer
Exchange. The program involves attending a German language course and time spent with Templer families
in Stuttgart over a 3 to 4 month period. As a previous exchange recipient, I can highly recommend it to any
young Templers - it really was a fantastic experience!
We are currently accepting applications for next year’s exchange. Timing of the exchange is flexible.
Applicants need to be (or become) a TSA member and be 18 years of age or older before departure. If you
have any questions about the program or if you’d like a copy of the application form, please send me an
email or give me a call. Applications close June 30.

Melissa English
AGTE Coordinator
M: 0409 540 076
E: melissa.english5@gmail.com
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May 2018
1

TUE

Term 2 starts (NSW)

2

WED

FREE Flu Immunisation Ba Hall 2.00pm to 4.00pm

4

FRI

7

MON

RC Ba 6.30pm

8

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00 noon

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Wentworthville Leagues Club 11.45am
Telelink 2.30pm
Winter Sleepout Ba 6.00pm

11

Talking Templer: God, prayer and spirituality – a Templer
perspective Ba Chapel 7.30pm

13

SUN

Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day Service Ba 10.00am
Mother’s Day Luncheon Ba 11.00am to 3.00pm

16

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

18

FRI

Deadline June Templer Talk
Talking Templer: Jesus and the Bible – a Templer
perspective Ba Chapel 7.30pm

25

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

27

SUN

Sy Service & Family Picnic 10.30am
Be Evening Hymnal Service 5.00pm

29

TUE

TSAL Budgets Be 7.30pm

30

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

