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GROWTH
Renate Weber
February saw our Chapel filled on three different occasions: a

came together to bless their children in marriage, and services

blessed to have a child presented at a small service which used

grow and reproduce its species. It is also a good example of the

close to the tree or be scattered by the wind, carried away by birds,
of the seed doesn’t define the size of the end plant. From an acorn
the giant oak tree grows.

There was also a story about a little tree which had to battle being
pelted by bananas thrown by monkeys as it struggled to grow. It

was bent double many times and developed scars and knots from

so many blows, but finally these added stamina to the trunk, which
enabled it to grow into a majestic tree. The moral of the story was
that the tree needed the scars to give it strength to achieve its
potential.
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As parents, this a good lesson to learn. We want to protect our

E: angela@templesociety.org.au

they are to flourish and survive. But as they grow and gain their

www.templesociety.org.au

offspring and when they are helpless infants, we must do that if

independence, when do we let them go, take
risks, learn from their mistakes and suffer the
consequences of their actions? It is a challenging
time for everyone. As a grandmother, I am far too
protective. I don’t want anything to happen to my
grandchildren while they are in my care, but maybe
I need to encourage and support their growth by
allowing them to experiment and develop their
skills.

Council. This is a project to install one million stars
at the cultural and arts festival, Festival 2018, as
part of the Commonwealth Games in Brisbane.
Why not add your star to the display?

The text for the service was Luke 6:40-41 New
English Translation (NET) Bible under the heading
‘Don’t judge others’.
A disciple is not greater than his teacher, but
everyone when fully trained will be like his teacher.

40

Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye,
but fail to see the beam of wood in your own?
41

This fitted with the theme of growth. As our

children reach adulthood and become parents
themselves, it can be hard for us as parents to
acknowledge their independence. They have
grown, formed a family of their own and have
their own points of view. They may be different to
mine, but I need to step back in a conflict situation
and do a reality check. Is the log in my eye? Yes,
unfortunately, sometimes it is!
March is Sommerfest time. The day will begin with
a service conducted by Renate Beilharz and the
choir will sing. It should be a wonderful day; an
opportunity for friends and family to come from
near and far, catch up, relax under the trees and
allow the children to enjoy hayrides and explore in
a safe environment. Food will be available under
the trees. The Heritage & Culture Focus Group
is putting together a choir history display in the
Chapel, along with an activity making One Million
Stars to End Violence, supported by the Glen Eira
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Tempelgesellschaft
in Deutschland
(TGD) News
For anyone considering a trip to
Germany in the coming months,
please be aware of the following TGD
events and happenings:
Weekend seminar Auf dem
Schönblick (May 5-7)
Founding Day (June 18)
Mitgliederversammlung and Dankfest
(October 7-8)

Mark Herrmann

REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

To continue to successfully administer to the
needs of the TSA into the future, it has therefore
been decided to review the number and roles of
paid staff in the Office, the nature and roles of
leadership positions and succession planning
strategies for both.

Just before Christmas, Linda Steller’s 100th
birthday was acknowledged through a letter to her
daughter. We are grateful to Resi Schwarzbauer
for agreeing to write special congratulatory
cards on behalf of Regional Council (RC) for
births, engagements, weddings and significant
anniversaries in the community. This function had
been handled by Heidi Vollmer, who indicated
at the end of last year that she was unable to
continue due to illness. It was typical of Heidi to
conduct the task with a minimum of fuss over
many years and then to withdraw quietly in similar
fashion.
An important discussion paper was presented,
discussed and agreed on at the February RC
meeting. There has been an increase in demand
on the executive leadership and administration of
the TSA. This partially results from an increase in
legislative and regulatory requirements, members’
and societal expectations and, most importantly,
a reduction in the capacity and availability of
volunteers from within the membership. In turn, this
has put increased pressure on the paid staff in the
Office.
Under the current TSA structure, reviews of Focus
and Interest Groups have occurred at regular
intervals. At the last such Structure Review Meeting
(December 2015), it was commented on that RC
itself (and the administration serving it) should also
be evaluated.

A number of immediate, short-term and mid-term
actions have been identified. A completion date
of July 2017 is foreshadowed, in order to make
a report available to members in time for this
year’s AGM. Renate Beilharz, in particular, is to be
thanked for proposing and leading this initiative.
Separately, and in light of the successful sale of
the Moorabbin factory last September and the
anticipated funds to flow from the sale of aged care
land to TTHA, the TSAL Directors will soon begin
considering an investment strategy review.
RC will also closely monitor the finances of
the German Language School. Operating on a
calendar-year basis, a deficit of over $10,000 was
realised for 2016, while only a marginally lower
figure is budgeted to be the shortfall for 2017.
The number of Templer students is minimal – it
is largely a service offered to the wider Germanspeaking community – and with costs largely fixed,
the biggest variable is the number of enrolments.
Sommerfest is scheduled for Sunday, March 5, with
some concern about securing a sufficient number
of volunteers, particularly for set-up and pack-up.
Please offer your assistance to ensure the success
and continuation of this annual community event.
From all accounts, Summercamp was a most
positive experience. RC extends sincere thanks to
the leaders, Winnie, Christine, Paul and Karyn, as
well as to Susi, our Community Youth Coordinator,
for her customary efficient planning - bless them.
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COMMUNITY CARE

Martina Eaton

I am very much looking forward to seeing many

MORE THAN HAPPY to help you if you are at the

always a great opportunity for me to see people

meetings you need me to.

the year. If you see me walking around, or sitting

If planning to move into aged care, it is really

say hi!

having contact with you and visiting you. When

of you at Sommerfest this coming weekend. It is
who don’t usually attend other events throughout
with my family and friends, please come up and

point of considering aged care and can attend any

important to advise if you want me to continue
moving into TTHA (or any other such facility),

Once again, at Sommerfest, we are having a silent

please ensure you let me know, so that I can

just keeps growing and growing. We have some

to be in contact with every Templer resident at

from Walmas Continental Butcher, Croydon

through and sign a document allowing me to

and Sand Sculpting Australia, PLUS items from

ANYONE in the community to read over and am

pet hampers… and the list goes on! Please bring

own homes (of any age), if you or a family member

money raised at the silent auction flows directly to

medical or social service and feel my help may be

within our own community) in need. The silent

happy to forward this document to sign and return

until 2.00pm sharp.

or a family member requires any form of medical

Since beginning my job as TSA Community Care

and knowledge to help you through a difficult time

to the changing needs of our Templer community.

hesitate to contact me for more information.

effect at TTHA, my role has also needed to adapt.

Telelink will be held on March 10 and 24 at 2.00pm.

(through www.myagedcare.gov.au or phone 1800

the conversation. It is held fortnightly for one hour

assessment. Remember that I can still assist you

group when I had surgery last month.

help at home through a Home Care Package,

Keep smiling!

my role to manage waiting lists for TTHA. This

Martina Eaton
Community Care Worker
M: 0433 335 815
E: careworker@templesociety.org.au

auction to raise money for CHAMPION, which

come and visit. Due to privacy laws, I will need

UNBELIEVABLE silent auction donations: vouchers

TTHA (including those living in the units) to read

Osteopathy, 360 Wellness, Bunnings, Tunzafun

continue assisting. I can provide this document to

Maples on Canterbury Nursery, Seasol, Party Lite,

happy to explain it further. For those living in their

your generosity and bid to your heart’s content. All

is in hospital, rehabilitation, respite or any other

CHAMPION to continue to help those (including

needed for advocacy or for case planning etc., I am

auction will be conducted in the Hall from 11.00am

to me. Naturally, keeping in contact, when you

Worker in 2008, the role has evolved and adjusted
With government changes in aged care taking

support, allows me to offer my assistance, skills
as quickly and easily as possible. Please do not

You can now contact My Aged Care yourselves

Please contact me if you are interested in joining

200 422) to make a referral for an aged care

only! Many thanks to Erika Christian for running the

with this! To move into aged care or to receive

you need to have an assessment. It used to be
no longer occurs through me, and you should

contact Eva Simo on 8720 1333 to organise a

tour, put your name down or have a chat. I am
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YOUTH

Susi Richter

Make your Parents Disappear!
Sunday, April 2

Birthdays

Join Alex and Luke in this fabulous Melbourne International Comedy
Festival show, suitable for families and kids of all ages! We’ll also
be having afternoon tea in the gardens opposite the Arts Centre
afterwards.
Times &
Transport:
Cost: 		
Where:
Bring:
		
RSVP:

Show starts at 2.00pm and transport
will depend on booking numbers
$17 per person or $40 per family
Spiegeltent at the Arts Centre
Some afternoon tea snacks and 				
drinks for after the show
NOW!

Alex Herrmann
Mia Hoefer
Finn Loebert
Tate Schwarzbauer
Nathaniel Ware

Save the Date
Youth Mountain Biking
Friday April 7 to Tuesday April 11

Sunday, April 30
Trees Adventure in Belgrave

This 4-night Youth Camp is packed with action. Staying at the Iltis Ski
Lodge on Mt Buller, kids will have an opportunity to experience the thrill
of both downhill mountain biking and a cross country ride to Mirimbah,
as well as lots of free time to have fun with friends! Full details will be
emailed to all families on our contact list. This camp is suitable for all
kids aged 15 years and over.
Cost:

$440 per person (subsidised by the TSA this includes all
accommodation, food, transport and activities for the
camp)

Transport:
RSVP:

Rosa bus
Friday, March 10

Sommerfest
Sunday, March 5
Bayswater
All the details on page 15.

Susi Richter
Community Youth Coordinator
M: 0400 764 257
E: susi@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY
The Sydney Templer community is proving to be a
vibrant one in 2017! We kicked off with a night out
at Cedrus Lebanese restaurant on February 17 – it
was fantastic to see 11 Templers and friends of all
ages sharing a meal together along the bank of the
Parramatta River. Unfortunately, I was unable to go,
due to a summer cold, but I had reports that the
meal and the entertainment were wonderful! The
next night out will be on April 28 at The Cricketers
Arms, Blacktown.
Ingrid Turner presented our February service,
looking at The Greater Perspective of Things; it
was nice to see everyone again and to attend my
first service recognised as a fully-fledged member!
We all appreciate the effort Ingrid goes to with the
services she provides. It will be nice to have a paid
spiritual coordinator in the future; this will enable
Ingrid to concentrate wholly on her Elder duties,
assisting the paid worker whilst working full time
and caring for her family. The Focus Group will
keep us informed about how this process is going
throughout the coming year.

Jan Johnson
preferred Blacktown than others who either had
no preference or preferred Wentworthville. To keep
it fair for all, we will meet at Blacktown on two
occasions, then Wentworthville once (next Wenty
meeting will be in May). This enables those who are
unable to come to Blacktown to still socialise with
their friends four times a year. A calendar will be
distributed soon to avoid any confusion.
Quite a few people told me they were interested
in learning to play Skat with Rolf Beck – please
contact Rolf if you have not yet done so; I will keep
you informed about meeting days and times when
something has been organised.
Renate Beilharz will be coming to lead our Good
Friday Service on April 14. We are looking forward
to hosting our first Melbourne visitor for the year;
please come and make her feel welcome.
We have planned a school holiday outing (movie
and lunch) for the April holidays. Keep an eye out
for notifications – all ages are welcome.

If you attended the February service, you will have
seen the new bathroom installations! Many thanks
to John Maddock and team from Melbourne for all
the hard work. We still need some minor finishes,
but it will be complete very soon. It will be nice to
invite many others now that we have modified the
bathrooms to provide disabled access, as well as a
ramp to our Hall.
The first Seniors’ Group for 2017 met at Wenty
Leagues – 12 folk came along and enjoyed what
ended up quite a late day for us all. Everyone had
so much to talk about and catch up on after two
months apart. Everyone interested about choice
of venue completed a survey; twice as many
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Jan Johnson
Sydney Community Support Worker
M: 0412 731 101
E: jan@templesociety.org.au

CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

We have had many new clients coming in for
assistance throughout February, along with some
familiar faces, and are working on spending more
time with them. If you have some free time on
a Monday (10.00am-12.00pm) or Wednesday
(12.30pm-3.30pm), new volunteers would be
welcomed and appreciated.

during March. Martina will be happy to take you
through the workshops, her notes and the skills
she learned should you be interested. We are most
grateful to the Bendigo Bank (Bayswater Branch)
for their sponsoring of this program, thereby
supporting those in our community in need and
wanting to improve their lives.

We are lucky to have Bakers Delight in Boronia
donate plenty of bread for our Wednesday
sessions. Many thanks to Christine Ruff, who has
collected for us every Tuesday night for over three
years.

From June we will be running cooking workshops
on Wednesdays, supported by Knox City Council.
Please make sure you get you name down for these
if interested. These workshops, like all our events
and services, are open and available to ANYONE!

With Sommerfest quickly approaching, we’re
still looking for donations of goods for our silent
auction. The CHAMPION Interest Group has been
working very hard to acquire some really fantastic
goods and vouchers to auction off. Make sure you
visit us at Sommerfest and place a bid. All monies
raised go directly to helping make CHAMPION a
better place, and allow us to help more people with
food and extra assistance, when possible.

Want to help?
We are looking for volunteers to undertake
a newly created position at CHAMPION: to
welcome people as they come in the door and
direct them to assistance. This would be every

The Dream Big workshops began in February, and
we have ten enthusiastic participants setting goals
relating to work options, health and wellbeing. The
Go Girls Foundation facilitators, Michelle and Rita
are passionately presenting a comprehensive 3-day
workshop aimed at helping people fulfil their life
dreams and giving them the tools and knowledge

Wednesday 12.15pm to 2.30pm (or every
second week, if you can’t do every week).
Training will be provided. We also require
coffee, snacks for kids’ lunches, 2-minute
noodles and deodorant. If you are able to
help, please call Martina or just come down to
one of our sessions.

to go on and set more goals, overcome their fears
and change the course of their lives. The first
workshop – Dare to Dream – focused on how to
set goals to achieve your dream and setting small,
attainable goals that lead to the big picture. Dare
to Believe and Dare to Receive will be conducted

Jacinta Aulsebrook
CHAMPION Support Worker
E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo

TTHA
Times change, as do the seasons here at TTHA,
and summer has been eventful, to say the least.
With preparations well underway for another year
ahead, we’ve been busy celebrating the festive
season with our residents, our independent living
unit residents and staff with parties, gifts and
visits from entertainers; all made possible by our
dedicated staff and with lots of help from our
volunteers.
Music has filled the air, with Geoff Walker’s
didgeridoo on Australia Day serenading our
residents, along with ‘Animals of Oz’ and their
reptilian friends. We also added splashes of red
around the facility in celebration of Valentine’s
Day, adding a little touch of romance along with
pure cupcake indulgence and a beautiful ballroom
dancing display.
Not only does the music vary, but so does the fine
fare. We’re revamping our menus for forthcoming
seasons, having received welcome feedback
from our Quality Department’s ‘Food Forum’. It’s
certainly not easy to resist some of the favoured
menu items, such as crunchy, roast potatoes
and delicious cheesecake! Plus who can resist
pancakes? Shrove Tuesday was another day to
celebrate and our delicious pancakes were simply
too hard to resist.
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Sharing all of our fine fare amongst our residents
and staff, we made it all happen with the help of
our new chef, Vik Kapoor who, having been in
the industry for 17 years, appreciates how much
people enjoy the food he prepares. Sheri Butler,
our new Facility Manager, thoroughly enjoys
cooking and comes to us with 23 years’ nursing
experience in aged care. We also welcome to
the team: Juliana Loh (Finance Manager) with
experience in aged care and insurance and Cristina
Karvonidis (Marketing Coordinator) with 25 years
of marketing background. No doubt all of our new
staff members will add great value to the team that
continues to make a difference to the lives of so
many.
Whilst our Social Support Groups have had a great
time over summer – visiting the beach, lapping
up the sunshine and sea breezes and savouring
delicious iced coffee, taking trips to Healesville,
Berwick and the Munich Brauhaus – they’re also
adding to their program with plans to visit the Blue
Lotus Garden, Studley Park, Warrandyte, Seaford
and many more. Along with all the festivities,
celebrations and plans for 2017, our Home Care
Packages have become even more personalised,
providing the consumer with even greater choice.
My Aged Care has released all the information
regarding these changes and if you’d like some
information, or know someone who could benefit
from home care, simply get in touch with our team.
We’re only too happy to help.
Enjoy the magnificent colours and comfort that
autumn brings.

Eva Simo
Chief Executive Officer
P: 8720 1300
E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au

Our Legacy, Our Future

Mark Herrmann

Within a matter of days last month, TSA members
have farewelled three stalwarts of our community,
Lore Decker, Heidi Vollmer and Helga Weller. These
ladies’ contributions to the workings of the TSA
were (and are) characteristic of so many of their
generation. Lore (in Bentleigh), Heidi (in Bayswater),
Helga (in Sydney) and their ilk helped organise,
run and influence countless activities and events,
cementing the foundation and the very fabric of our
Society from the earlier days of re-establishment in
Australia.

devices yet had no more time than we have.

They and their cohorts were instrumental in the
happenings of the communities – whether in
Bayswater, Bentleigh, Boronia or at Meadowbank
– and have left us an invaluable legacy, first
fashioned by their forefathers. What we choose
to do with it will be shaped by the opinions and
decisions of the current and future generations.
But, before expressing such opinions and making
such decisions, I believe a broader level of “doing”
is required. Otherwise the practice of leaving the
bulk of the work to the same few may have dire
consequences.

As we gather to pay our respects to the likes of
Lore, Heidi and Helga, I urge all those under the
age of sixty to ponder this question and to assess
their level of commitment. The TSA requires it.

Yes, employment and other societal expectations
are vital, demanding, on the rise, time- and energysapping and very different. Invariably, something
has to give, and I fear in many cases that to be
the TSA. Can we sustain what we have – what
our fathers and mothers built with challenges and
hurdles every step of the way – with a too-heavy
reliance on a small core, or will it die together with
this abiding generation?

I ask all, members and non-members, particularly
those of my generation and younger, whether
active or on the fringe, to seriously reflect on their
commitment to the cause. Do you attend working
bees and are you on the lawnmowing roster? Do
you help with the set-up for services or bring a cake
to community afternoons? Do you serve on any of
our important committees – Councils and Focus
Groups – and are you active in our Interest Groups?
Do you look for ways to assist those organising
events in our Templer calendar? Remember that
Lore, Heidi and Helga, together with their spouses,
raised families, took an interest in their children’s
schooling and, no doubt, also enabled the pursuit
of sporting and hobby activities, all while actively
participating in the TSA. They achieved this without
the benefit of many of today’s labour-saving
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ISRAEL

Doris Frank
The group in Betlehem, April 2016

In April 2016, eleven participants from Australia
took part in the TGD-organised trip to Israel. Anne
Eckstein, one of my fellow travellers, has written of
her experiences as a second time tour participant,
and I have written of mine as a first time visitor to
the Holy Land. Those stories to follow.
Just a few days ago, eight of the participants of
that trip were able to get together in Melbourne,
become reacquainted with each other and share
memories of the people met and places visited.
One participant from Germany is visiting here,
and we took this opportunity for a catch-up
in Bayswater. Unfortunately, the Aussies from
interstate were unable to be present this time, but
we have at least caught up in person and per email
on other occasions during the previous year. It is
lovely to see the interpersonal connections develop
and strengthen, and we hope that these continue
into the future. - Doris Frank

Palestine the second time around – Anne Eckstein
In 2012, when I took part in my first Templer trip
to Israel to see the erstwhile Templer colonies and
walk in the footsteps of my ancestors, I was more
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than a little overwhelmed. I might say that this is
not something that happens to me all that often!
Nevertheless, the flood of information was hard to
process, as was the enormous number of sights
and experiences crammed into a relatively short
space of time. As well, I got rather ill with bronchitis
halfway through the trip and consequently missed
an awful lot of the second week. So, when Karin
Klingbeil offered me a place after my exceptionally
late reply to her email announcing the 2016 trip, I
was delighted to take the opportunity to go again.
This time I would go direct from Australia, add a
few days before and after the official trip, as well as
take a side trip to Istanbul on the way home.
I have always wanted to see Istanbul since my
father told me of his travels in a kayak down the
Danube to the Black Sea; along the coast to
Constantinople and through the Bosporus; and
again along the coast, till finally arriving in Jaffa
on the Südstrand where he met a whole group of
German Templers. Undeterred by the Australian
Government’s warnings to avoid unnecessary
travel to Istanbul, I booked my airfares the very day
after news broke of a terrorist attack on a group of
German tourists outside the Blue Mosque.

Arriving in Jaffa on my own at the Beit Immanuel
hostel, there was a comforting recognition of
familiar surroundings; the church where my parents
were married, the Hotel Jerusalem where my
aunt had worked and the hostel itself where my
mother and her siblings had played in Baron von
Ustinov’s garden and where Kaiser Bill [Wilhelm
II] himself had stayed in 1898. I found that I could
still find my way around the colony, down to the
beach, to the restored Jaffa railway station and
to the little hummus eatery where the group had
eaten on a Shabbat four years earlier. When four
of the Australian contingent arrived the next day,
I was able to show them a little of the colony
and we went down to the beach and walked
along the foreshore to old Jaffa. Much to my
horror, they decided on a lunch of fish and chips
which, although quite nice, we could have had in
downtown Bayswater!
(Doris says that the fish and chips were much nicer
than in Bayswater and we had varieties of fish not
available at home. Sitting on the foreshore in old
Jaffa eating lunch in beautiful sunshine was very
special!)

While the Jaffa colony was largely unchanged
since my last visit, there was a lot of building
going on around where the Templer hospital once
stood. There was also a new plaza leading to more
Templer houses that had been boarded off last
time. Sadly, a small house with a pretty garden
between the Doktorhaus and the hospital, still
there in 2012 and which had once been used as
a clinic, is no longer there. It was too small as a
living space, and no other use for it could be found.
The Hotel Jerusalem seemed to have been fully
restored on the outside at least. Inside, nothing has
really changed. The renovation of the Immanuel
Breisch house has also not progressed in four
years. Restoration does seem to be underway next
to the old Gemeindehaus, which itself has been
nicely restored. Even the colony’s well was fenced
in to make sure it was not lost.
I was able to determine the location of the former
house of my great-uncle, Wilhelm Trefz and his
family, even though the residence itself has long
gone. Surprisingly, I could still also find my way
to the house on the outskirts of old Jaffa where
my grandparents lived in the 1920s and 1930s,
even though, in 2012, we had only stopped there

The get-together in Bayswater in February 2017
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with the bus. While the area is marked down for
redevelopment, hopefully its character and the
façades can be retained and I will be able to locate
it again in the future.
It was a diverse and interesting group of people
that gathered for the first night sharing-session
in what is left of Baron’s Garten. About a third of
us were Australians. There was a spread of ages,
including parents and adult children, most with
similar reasons for coming: to connect with their
Templer heritage, to bond with the families and
ancestors who once lived here, to understand the
country a little better, how the Templers had lived
and what they had achieved during their relatively
short stay in this land. It was an independentlyminded group, particularly the Australians who
regularly seemed to get lost: the Leszinskys in
Sarona, me in Haifa on the way to the cemetery
(and they didn’t even notice that I wasn’t on the
bus!) and Inge Höfer at the Kaiserin Auguste
Viktoria-Stiftung on the Ölberg in Jerusalem.
Nonetheless, we all found our way back to
the main group sooner or later. The Australian
independent spirit and lack of respect for authority,
I should think!
After hearing Jakob Eisler’s extensive knowledge
and fascinating insights into Templer history,
many for the second time, I now have a deeper
understanding of this part of my heritage and seem
to have retained quite a bit more of it. Some of the
particular highlights for me this time included:
•

Finding that the location for an early 1920s
photo of the four Trefz children (my uncle Otto,
my aunt Ida, my mother Elly and my uncle Karl)
was outside the Gemeindehaus in Jaffa.

•

Seeing the church in the Jaffa colony where
my parents were married in 1936, even though
the inside is no longer original, and getting a
picture on the steps where my parents were
photographed after the ceremony.

•

Meeting Cornelia Mahler née Klink, whose
grandparents rented some rooms of their
house in Burke Road, Ferntree Gully to my
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parents for a number of years when my family
first came to Australia.
•

Finding the former Hotel Windsor in Haifa
where the Gassmann family retired to open
a small guesthouse after running the large
Gassmann Hotel in Beirut, Lebanon, where my
grandmother Aichele had worked as a 15-yearold in the early years of the 20th century.

•

Finding the grave of my great-grandmother’s
half-sister, Dorothea Messerle née Adrion in the
Jerusalem Templer cemetery.

One of my greatest joys was being able to have
a plaque and a gravestone placed on the grave
of my great-grandfather, Johann Christoph Trefz,
in Jerusalem. I had my doubts that the bronze
plaque brought all the way from Australia was ever
going to find a permanent home. However, with a
great deal of help and support from Karin and her
contacts there, it was finally mounted on some
local stone on my last day in Jerusalem. Mission
accomplished!
In Jerusalem, I was also able to photograph all the
Imberger properties of the settlement, as well as
the gravestones in the cemetery for my cousin’s
wife, whose grandparents Christian and Sophie
Imberger had a house just off the Emeq Refaim. It
has taken a little detective work, but I think I have
now sorted out this part of the family tree.
The Old City of Jerusalem and some of the German
connections in the new city are still a bit of a
mystery to me. It’s quite hard keeping up with
Jakob and the group, taking pictures and making
notes, all the while dodging the local traffic. Having
caught another cold here, I’ve decided I must be
allergic to Jerusalem. Fortunately, some antibiotics
and other preparations ensured that it didn’t really
take hold despite the rainy weather, and I was able
to take part in the remaining activities. The suque
[market] in the Old City was really great fun, as well
as excellent practice for bargaining at the Grand
Bazaar in Istanbul.
Aside from Templer history and connections, I really
enjoyed the ancient mosaics. I particularly liked the

ones at Sephoris, Beit Alpha and in the Inn of the
Good Samaritan outside Jerusalem. What struck
me this time was how much the mosaics varied
in detail and fineness from site to site, and how
some were carefully protected, while others were
exposed to the elements despite their age and
historical significance.
The old city of Akko (Acre) and its beautiful mosque
gave us a taste of the Arab culture and heritage in
Israel. It was just a shame it was Friday and most
of the town was closed for prayers (including my
favourite jeweller!). The Grottos at Rosh Ha-Niqra
were calm this time, whereas in 2012 the sea
rushed violently back and forth.
Masada, overlooking the Dead Sea, and its story
of courage, determination and self-sacrifice when
about 1000 Jewish rebels chose to commit suicide
rather than live under Roman tyranny, was quite
moving. At the Dead Sea itself, it was really hot
and the sun burnt with a sting like it does in Central
Australia.
After Israel, I spent a few days in Istanbul, which I
enjoyed immensely. In particular, the Aya Sophia is
just unbelievably stunning and deserves to be on
everyone’s ‘bucket list’. I spent about four hours
admiring the byzantine mosaics and the mixture of
Christian and Moslem symbolism. The serenity of
the Blue Mosque and the opulence of the Topkapi
Palace of the Sultans were also memorable.
The Grand Bazaar was a challenge, even for an
experienced shopper like me, but I managed to
find everything I wanted and my way out again.

Israel, nineteen from Germany and eleven from
Australia. The whole trip was simply wonderful,
an unforgettable and positive experience. I had
hoped to gain some understanding of where my
mother and her forebears were born and lived and
of the land to which the Templers felt bound to
commit themselves almost 150 years ago. That I
was able to do so and share the experiences with
two of my siblings was an added bonus. I thank the
organisers, the Tempelgesellschaft in Deutschland
– Karin Klingbeil in particular – as well as our expert
tour guide Jakob Eisler and Pfarrer Christoph
Knoch of Basel for their commentaries. Last, but
not least, I thank the TSA for sponsoring my trip.
It was a great mix of sites visited, some of which
were World Heritage-listed, to the various Templer
settlements, Nature Parks as well as to a few
biblical sites for good measure. Many of these
places are the same as those visited by previous
Templer groups, so it was nice to compare my
experiences with them on our return. Having in
mind the stories of the first Templers’ struggles in
eking out an existence on the land and the stories
of disease and hardship, it was a surprise to find
that modern-day Israel is such a beautiful country
with a huge variety of landscapes. Most places
were very clean and we were treated well wherever
we went. The Templers are regarded in high esteem
by many Israelis and it was nice to bask in the
reflected glory of our forebears.
Some points that stood out:
•

My sincere thanks go to Karin for allowing me
to join in, to Jakob for sharing his incredible
knowledge with us, to Ray Höfer for making a
wonderful DVD to remember our experiences by,
and to the rest for being such a fantastic group and
making the whole trip so enjoyable.

Israel tour 2016 – Doris Frank
From 1st to 17th April 2016, thirty participants
took part in the Templer-organised tour of
		

Nothing at 10 Auerbach Street, Jaffa, having
existed from about 1874 to 1939 as the
Gasthaus Frank – now restored as the ‘Maine
Friendship House’ (2004) – makes any
reference to the Frank family and its connection
to the building. Settlers from Maine built a
number of houses in 1866 using prefabricated
panels brought with them from the USA, but
abandoned this settlement just over a year
later. These houses were then acquired by the
Temple Society. Hansjörg Frank (1820-1883)
set up a Tischlerei (joinery) in one of them after
his arrival in Palestine in October 1869. His
son Matthäus (1847-1908) and following him
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his grandson Stephanus (1876-1951) operated
the Gasthaus Frank at that site until the start
of WWII. In 1939, Stephanus Frank was first
interned in the perimeter camps of Sarona and
Wilhelma, and later shipped to Cyprus.
•

•

•

•

The beautifully restored homes of the Sarona
complex with their distinctive red roofs are now
part of one of the most trendy entertainment
areas of Tel Aviv. This is an impressive area
despite the doll’s house-like appearance of
these buildings nestled amongst the tallest
skyscrapers of the city. One gets a much better
picture of this amazing complex when seen in
person. The restoration project is a credit to all
concerned.
It was sad to see that few traces remain of the
once vibrant Wagner foundry in Jaffa (Walhalla).
This operation not only provided employment
for many Templers, but was also one of the
most important business ventures in the
country for some time. A huge skyscraper now
sits on the site. All that remains of the former
factory is bits of wrought iron fencing at the
nearby railway station.
If Heinrich Sawatzky (1861-1956), a longtime resident and mayor of the agricultural
settlement of Wilhelma, once said that nothing
much happened in Wilhelma, this is no longer
so! These days the peace and tranquillity of
Wilhelma is constantly interrupted by the drone
of airliners taking off from and landing at the
adjacent Ben Gurion airport. It was wonderful
to share in the hospitality extended by Ruth
Danon (who now owns the Sawatzky house)
and to share in the emotion of one of the tour
participants returning to his grandparents’
former home in Palestine.
Haifa is truly a beautiful city. The restored
houses of the Templer settlement along the
Koloniestrasse (now Ben Gurion Boulevard) and
overlooked by the Bahá’í Gardens at the foot of
Mount Carmel make for a beautiful vista. It was
wonderful to see where my mother spent her
childhood and to see the remains of the school
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she attended. Of surprise was the fact that ‘the
Carmel’ is actually a mountain range and not
just a single mountain, as was my impression
from all the stories of the past.
•

One night we ate out at an Arabic restaurant
in Haifa – in Wadi Street no less – which was
deserted but for the six from our tour. We
enjoyed our delicious dinner, and it wasn’t at
all strange to be comparing the ingredients of
makloubeh of present-day Haifa with those
cooked at Templer homes in Melbourne or
Sydney.

•

Two different bridal parties were observed
on two different days as they were being
photographed in their wedding finery. The first
bride chose as her backdrop the beautifully
restored Wieland complex in Jaffa (now known
as the New Station compound in Tel Aviv Yafo).
The second bridal couple thought it appropriate
to choose the ancient Jewish burial caves
at Bet She’arim (20 km east of Haifa in the
southern foothills of the Lower Galilee) for their
photos. Each to their own!

•

Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus, is now a
Palestinian-controlled area in the West Bank.
It has security checkpoints for entry and exit,
with Israeli citizens prohibited entry altogether.
Jerusalem, the most holy of cities for so many
religions, is also a site for much present-day
conflict. We were given instructions as to which
areas to avoid (difficult to comply with as it’s
so easy to get lost in the maze of streets), and
if we came across Israeli police or army units,
we should simply go the other way. Fortunately,
all was well and nothing untoward happened to
any of us.

May these tours continue in the future, giving
people the opportunity to see this wonderful land
and its history.

March 5, 2017
10am to 3.30pm

51 ELIZABETH ST
BAYSWATER

SOMMERFEST
10AM SERVICE - CHAMPION SILENT AUCTION - ONE MILLION STARS TO END VIOLENCE

ACTIVITIES
Animal Farm, Book Crafts for all ages, Face Painting,
Tractor Rides, Trampoline, Tree Climbing

FOOD

Pretzels, German Sausage & Salads, Cakes

ENTRY

$5 per person or $10 per family

craft stall bookings
Please contact the TSA Office on (03) 9557 6713. Booking Fees apply.
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NOTICES

Sommerfest 1957
Photo courtesy of Doris Frank, TSA Archives

BIRTHDAYS

COMING SERVICES

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer

Sunday, March 5

Mitglieder:

Sommerfest Service, Bayswater Chapel

Vyrna Beilharz			82
Irene Blaich			84
Gisela Bulach			81
Werner Ehmann			88
Otto Fauser			79
Matthias Franz			81
Margot Froeschle		

77

Manfred Haering			79
Siegfried Hahn			93
Gudrun Knodler			76
Herman Löbert			82
Hellmut Neef			84
Rudolf Schwarzbauer		

78

Luise Wagner			91
und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten
Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum
neuen Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!
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10.00am

Elder: Renate Beilharz

Sunday, March 26
Bentleigh Hall
10.00am

Elder: Christa Lingham

Sunday, March 26
Meadowbank Hall
10.30am

Elder: Ingrid Turner

ROSTERS
Bayswater Flower
Sunday, March 5
Sommerfest
Hella Edelmaier
Ilse Nicholson

Bayswater Lawnmowing
Week ending March 12
Holger Messner
David Murrihy

BEREAVEMENTS
Heidi Vollmer (née Frank) passed away peacefully

Our dear Mum, Oma and Ur-Oma, Lore Decker,

on February 14.

passed away peacefully on February 10, 2017,
having lived a full life in her 90 years.

Heidi had lived her life fully until the very end.
She loved and cared for those around her, giving

After a short time in hospital, she was cared for

hugs freely and providing support, guidance

at TTHA, and her family was touched by the love

and friendship to all. Heidi was happy with her

and kindness shown her by the TTHA staff and the

achievements, and family, friends, the Temple

international volunteers.

Society and the wider community have benefited
from her efforts.

Thank you for the many flowers, cards, messages

On behalf of Heidi we thank everyone who

wider Templer community which was so important

sent her good wishes on her 80th birthday last

to Mum.

and hugs of support from family, friends and the

November. We also thank everyone who visited
her, supported her and sent her prayers during

A sense of belonging is a critical part of

her short illness in the past months.

wellbeing. Belonging to a caring extended family

The Vollmer family thanks everyone for their many

of utmost importance to me.

condolences and tributes. We really appreciate

Lore Decker, January 2004

and belonging to the Temple Society was always

the support of all our friends, community and
relatives. Thank you to everyone who brought
cakes and assisted with the afternoon tea. Heidi
would have valued the community spirit. Thank
you also for the many donations to the TSA in
remembrance of Heidi.

Karin, Moni, Renate, Heinz and Bernd with their families

Our deepest gratitude to Mark for his calm guiding
hand and his very personal words at Mum’s service
and to the many helpers who made the day a
special farewell.

Heide Dryburgh, Monika Maddock, Manfred Decker with their
families

Helga Weller (née Beilharz) , born 1930 in Haifa, passed away at Camden House (NSW) on February 24,
at age 86 and following recent hospitalisation. She is survived by children Peter, Karin (Riordan), Erich and
Michael Weller together with their families.
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March 2017
3

FRI

World Day of Prayer (Salvation Army, Bentleigh) 10.30am

5

SUN

Sommerfest
Sommerfest Service Ba 10.00am

7

TUE

RC (+TTHA) Ba 7.30pm

10

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Blacktown Workers Sports Club 11.45am
Telelink 2.00pm

11

SAT

Confirmation Session 3 Weekend Ba

12

SUN

Confirmation Session 3 Weekend Ba

13

MON

Labour Day Public Holiday (Vic)

14

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00pm
March Templer Reflections published

19

FRI

Confirmation Session 4 (dinner with parents) Be 5.00pm to 8.00pm

20

MON

24

FRI

Telelink 2.00pm

25

SAT

Working Bees Ba and Be

26

SUN

Service Be 10.00am
Service Sy 10.30am
Confirmation Session 5 Ba 10.00am to 12.00pm

28

TUE

TSAL Be 7.30pm

31

FRI

Term 1 ends (Vic)

April Templer Talk deadline

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713
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