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Now while Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper,

reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of costly
aromatic oil made from pure nard. After breaking open the jar, she
poured it on his head. But some who were present, indignantly said
4

to one another, “Why this waste of expensive ointment? 5 It could
have been sold for more than three hundred silver coins and the
money given to the poor!” So they spoke angrily to her. 6 But Jesus
said, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a
good service for me. 7 For you will always have the poor with you,
and you can do good for them whenever you want. But you will not
always have me! 8 She did what she could. She anointed my body
beforehand for burial. 9 I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is
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proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in
memory of her.”
This story appears in various guises in all four New Testament
gospels. But, despite there being considerable flexibility in the
identity of some of the players, their respective actions are
preserved across them all. The scene and occasion took place prior
to Judas’ betrayal and Jesus’ subsequent arrest.
The story of Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, is told in a
similar vein. Here, Martha busies herself in preparing a meal for
Jesus. Meanwhile, Mary sits at his feet, listening to his words. When
Martha comes to Jesus to ask him to tell Mary to help, his response
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seems less than sympathetic, even chiding her for
her distraction and worry, and praising Mary.

In a culture of hectic schedules and the relentless

pursuit of productivity, we are tempted to measure

doctors, teachers in our schools, the bulk strongly
dedicating themselves to their cause, providing
outstanding service that is all-too-often not
properly recognised.

our worth by how busy we are, by how much

My daughter and a son both teach in the school

expectations of others. It is likely many people

city hospital. Do we give sufficient time to try to

we accomplish or by how well we meet the
identify with Martha.

Yet, if all our activities leave us with no time to be

system and I have a niece who is a nurse at a

understand what a typical work day – assuming
such a thing even exists – looks like for them?

still, to breathe, to reflect, we may end up with a

Many members probably have certain causes

sadly, resentful of others.

RSPCA, the Greens, the homeless, World Vision…

kind of service devoid of love and joy and that is,

Both activities – listening and doing – are vital in
our lives.*

they support – it might be the Cancer Council, the
and the support can be in the form of regular

donations, volunteering and rolling up your sleeves
to help.

Uniting Church theologian Bill Loader offers this

Yet I wonder if many view the Temple Society

response as stroking the ego of Jesus, but

of support. We stand for something (I believe

comment: “It is not that we should see Mary’s

rather as indicative of her response... A person is
responding to love and acceptance. It is not the
time to talk budgets, but to value the person.”
When considering acts of extreme kindness, I

tend to think of the likes of Mother Teresa and, as

recently commemorated on Mother’s Day, our own
mums. In a different sense, but no less valuable

through the same eyes, namely as a cause worthy
something rather important) and remain heavily
reliant on our donors, volunteers and heavy

lifters to get the job done. But, it seems to be

getting harder and harder to keep on meeting

the expectations of members in providing our

extensive range of functions, events and services –
not just the religious type.

was the devotion shown by Renate Weber and

We need to find a healthy blend between

the months of their program.

projects, between our dedicated community

Renate Beilharz for our crop of confirmands over

What is service? There is military service, customer
service, even the service industry and what I like to
call “service to a cause”.

Our emergency services personnel – police, fire

brigade and ambulance officers, our nurses and
*Footnote: Much of the above is taken from the commentary of Rex
AE Hunt of Canberra's Centre for Progressive Religious Thought.
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maintaining our traditions and creating new

members and those we hope to attract in the future
and, dare I say, between the Temple Society of
yesterday and that of tomorrow.

How do you gauge our progress? On strict

numbers, not very well – our membership has fallen
by about 25% in the last twenty years. We are

an ageing community with a decline in members’

ability and availability to volunteer. Do we keep

OK with that? Oh-oh, now we have the Kingdom

current slow spiral will continue or possibly even

What about if we replace it with the word

on doing what we’ve been doing, risking that the
accelerate?

Templers often describe themselves as “not

of God. It’s perhaps sounding a little old-worldly.
‘humanity’ in a just and compassionate sense?
So, are you still a member and with us?

particularly religious”. What does that mean and,

“Taking responsibility to work towards that aim,

place us? All members make a conscious decision

follow a path of compassion. They regard the

as a faith-based community, where does that

to want to participate in the TSA’s work, in our

communal life, as much as they can. They sign

agreeing with the aim and endeavours of the TSA
as set out in the preamble to its constitution.

Templers seek to be accepting of others and to

formation and cultivation of Christian communities
of like-minded people striving together

cooperatively as essential for their endeavours to
be fruitful.”

So, what does that say about our aim?

OK with that? The word “aim” appears, but

Working backwards with particular paragraphs

preceding this one – it comes next. One of our

from the preamble to our constitution…

“Templers believe in the spiritual growth of

each individual and that a direct and personal

is spelt out only in the constitution paragraph
values is acceptance, the others being trust,
respect and community. So, are you still a
member and with us?

relationship with God is possible. Practice of

“The aim of the Temple Society is to motivate

sacraments, nor a dedicated place of worship.”

namely to seek the ‘Kingdom of God’ (Matthew

their faith requires neither a fixed creed, liturgy or

people to follow the principal teaching of Jesus,
6:33) by striving to put into practice in everyday

OK with that? The G-word can be a stumbling

life the twin commandments of love (Matthew

what form of G-o-d are we talking about? If a

definition of every Christian’s task in accord with its

block, as many don’t believe in God. But

22:37-39). In this teaching, the Society sees a clear

supernatural being directing traffic up in the

understanding of God’s spiritual temple.”

clouds, then I don’t believe in God either. For

me, the God spirit within is my conscience. So,
are you still a member and with us?

“Central to the Templer faith is the commitment

to work towards balanced personal and collective
development, in harmony with our environment,
thereby enhancing the quality of life and

contributing to the growth of the Kingdom of God
in the world. Templers recognise a bond with all

OK with that? Again you can substitute words

that are more to your liking or that hold greater

meaning for you. Now that we’ve got to the aim

of the Temple Society, are you still a member and
with us?

And, significantly, are you still not particularly
religious?

who share this same focus.”
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REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

Mark Herrmann

Through his consultancy, Rainer Busch has

member numbers than ours, yet experiencing the

regarding the TSA administration structure and

a like-minded organisation.

presented Regional Council with an interim report
function review.

same challenges we face, would consider joining with

There is no doubt in my mind that we need to bring

He writes, “It now appears that the TSA is

our goals and overall functioning structure up to date.

active membership, volunteer support structure

reviewing our accounting system. We are looking at

without planned intervention by its leadership, it

Head.

experiencing a slow, but steady decline of its

From a purely administrative perspective, we are

and resources. If this trend is allowed to continue

the role of Regional Council and, in fact, the Regional

may mean the TSA’s demise. However, the TSA

has several choices at its disposal to turn things
around. Some of these choices may be:

- Review and restructure the current leadership

But this runs far deeper than the administration. We
need greater participation and growth (please refer
to my article Our Legacy, Our Future in the March

Templer Talk). Not just to get bigger and (hopefully)

framework in line with a short term (5-year) and

better, but merely to sustain who we are and what we

membership trends, values, objectives and

of sixty to assess their level of commitment to the

long term (10-year) action plan using current

represent. Back then, I asked all those under the age

resources.

TSA.

- Plan for and execute an orderly shrinking,

Advertising for the Community Youth Coordinator

over a set timeframe (say 15 years).

applicants, from which a shortlist for interview is to

- Consider amalgamating with a like-minded

community facilities is facing significant work. The

consolidation and eventual wind-up of the TSA

organisation.

- Do nothing, maintain the status quo with minor
changes here and there, hoping for the best.”

Here I am reminded of Henry Ford, who stated,
“If you think you can, or think you can’t, you’re
right.” I simply don’t believe it’s in our genes

to do nothing. Coincidentally, I spoke at length

with Peter Lange in Degerloch a year ago about
whether the TGD, with significantly smaller
4
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/ Event Manager position saw a healthy number of

be framed. Maintenance-wise, each of our three main
large-scale tree project at Bayswater has now been
completed.

Some TSA advertising is to be arranged through
Cross-Culture’s publication German in Australia.

Language and culture remain vital elements for many
Europeans coming here. The book will create a

medium to present the German-speaking presence in

Australia’s bigger cities to enhance contacts and the

work and effort have ended with this outcome,

service and education providers, clubs and

accept and understand their judgement.

exchange of ideas. It offers interested businesses,

organisations an opportunity to present and market

we respect the unanimous Board decision and I

themselves.

The confirmation program has concluded, with the

final ceremony having been conducted in late-May.
Both the Men’s Advance (Buxton) and the Youth
Camp (Mt Buller) were successful events, with

thanks extended to the organisers and leaders.

Tempelgesellschaft
in Deutschland (TGD)
News

Permanent display panels about the TS/TSA and

its history are being fashioned for TTHA. A Templer

Heritage Day is also being planned for the residents
and staff on Thursday, June 1.

At its meeting in early May, the TTHA Board resolved
that it is no longer in their best interests to proceed
with the land purchase at this time. The Board is of

the view that its members would not be fulfilling their
fiduciary obligation to TTHA under the conditions
proposed.

The Board chairman, Paul English, writes, “You

will appreciate how difficult this decision has been
and we assure the Regional Council that it has

Both regions conducted a moving
service in the evening of Maundy
Thursday, before Good Friday.
Separated only by time, small groups
of members came together to partake
in a simple meal, embedded in prayer
and in music for listening and singing.
In January, Peter Brüssel – a former
TGD member – passed away at almost
75 years of age.
April 1967 saw the opening of the

been made in good faith and after considerable

Gemeindehaus in Degerloch – the

land at some future time once TTHA’s cash flow has

in our sister community’s life will be

reflection. We remain committed to purchasing the

50th anniversary of this pivotal event

recovered from the building program.”

celebrated at this year’s Dankfest in

A new land-only lease agreement, providing for a

October.

commercial rental, is therefore to be negotiated.

While it is unfortunate that the many months of hard
Templer Talk June 2017
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COMMUNITY CARE
June: The sixth month of the year, and I know I am
shaking my head wondering how time has flown!
I am sure, as I get older, time goes so much more
quickly. The winter chill has started to seep in and
the fog has been lying low in my area of Melbourne.
CHAMPION’s 12 Weeks of Winter Charity Drive
campaign kicks off on June 1, with collections of
food and goods happening in our local Bayswater
community and beyond. Businesses, schools and
kindergartens are being encouraged to participate
in helping CHAMPION clients through the winter.
If you would like to get involved, all you need is a
box for collecting donated items. We will email you
a flyer to put on the box, provide some ideas for
donations and then come and collect it from you.
Just give me a call or email to arrange it!
It really is this easy to be engaged in helping people
in need. We have had many single people and
families who are homeless coming in recently. From
a woman as young as 16 years to a family of five.
When you curl up in your warm bed, in your heated
homes, with a full belly, please consider these
people who, for whatever reason, have no home to
sleep in tonight.
NEST cooking classes began last month through
Oz Harvest with much interest from people of all
ages and backgrounds. Come along and see what
we are making (you even get to eat it!). See the flyer
on page 25.
I participated in some very interesting training in
mid-May about the use of screens and the effect
it has on teenagers (I can see the teens’ eyes
rolling and hear their collective groans from here).
The research looked into the effect of screen
time, gaming and social media on teenagers and
the possible social and psychological outcomes.

Martina Eaton

Research shows us that as our young people
engage more with screens and the internet, there
is a range of impacts, including sleep deprivation,
social isolation, cyberbullying, mental health
issues, disruption to school as well as violence and
aggression. The link to gambling addiction and
online gaming was drawn, and the need for parents
to be aware of what their children are doing online
is essential. Some recommendations came out
of the research, Teens stuck to screens: How can
professionals respond effectively? by Zoe Francis
(2017). Parents should become familiar with the
online digital space (social media, gaming) in order
to make informed decisions about what healthy
use is, encourage offline, preferably outdoor
activities, with their children and set boundaries. It
is important to have honest conversations with your
kids about the pitfalls of the internet and screen
time and about your concerns.
Coming up in August, the Welfare Focus Group is
having an Anxiety Forum for parents, while running
a session for secondary and university students,
addressing anxiety issues amongst young people
and how to recognise and deal with them. There
will be two psychologists speaking and answering
questions (the youth speaker is bringing her
therapy dog!). I strongly encourage you to come
and bring along your teenagers or any young adults
you know. Anxiety is an issue which, if recognised
and treated early, can be overcome. It is also a
great opportunity for young adults to learn how to
recognise and help when their friends are suffering!
Telelink will be held on June 2, 16 and 30 with the
new time of 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Please contact me
if you are interested in joining the conversation. It is
held fortnightly, for one hour only!

CONTACT ME: Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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YOUTH

Susi Richter

City Exploration
Sunday, June 4

Birthdays

How well do you know Melbourne? Join our discovery tour of the city

to find interesting, quirky, bizarre, fun, colourful and sometimes secret

places all around Melbourne. This activity is suitable for all kids who are

Rhys Cass
Alya Glenk

able to walk around the city all day!

Bridget Kruk

A reminder to book NOW!

Ariel Weber
Gabriella Weber

Times:		

9.30am to 5.00pm (TBC)

Cost: 		

$25 per person plus your Myki fare (the cost includes

Transport:
		
Bring:

RSVP:

Train to the city and back
lunch and activities)

Drink bottle and some snacks for afternoon tea
Monday, May 29

Sonnwendfeier
Saturday, June 24

Upcoming
Events
Tuesday, July 4
to Sunday, July 9
Confirmation Camp

Our winter solstice celebration is on again with the popular bonfire,

lantern parade, damper making and fun family time. It would be great

to get some young helpers for the evening to help out with selling glow
sticks and hot dogs.

If you can assist, please let me know.

Join our
Mailing List
If you, or anyone you know,

For all details about the evening please see the main article and flyer on
pages 14 and 20 respectively.

would like to be on our email
list to receive regular youth,
family and community event
information, please let me
know.

CONTACT ME: Susi Richter | Community Youth Coordinator | M: 0400 764 257 | E: susi@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY
Winter is here again! How do you see winter? As

an opportunity to get warm, a time for hibernation,
or a time you just want to be over with as soon

Jan Johnson
event that books out very quickly, so don’t put it
off, folks!

as possible? It tends to be the latter for me, after

Our service this month will be on June 25 at

I am finding it easier to ‘enjoy’ in the last few

the Founding Day service, it is sure to be a

being brought up in tropical climates. However,

years… a chance to pull out the slow cooker, warm
nights by the fire and a break from the weekly

lawn mowing for a while! I guess it is all about

perspective – there is always something positive, in
any situation that seems to be awful or unbearable.
As long as we look for the positives, our lives will

be much richer! Please be mindful of safety when

it comes to heating your home this winter – check
electric blankets for broken or frayed wires, make
sure you keep flammable objects far away from
heaters and have your smoke alarms checked.

Our family picnic was held last month – thank you

Theo Richter for coming up and hosting this lovely

event in honour of our family members, particularly
our mothers, both here and departed. It was a
delightful end to the autumn season.

It will be worth battling the chill for a night of

warm food and good company on June 16 at the
Richmond Club, East Market St, Richmond, for
a buffet dinner. If you have access, please visit
the following link for more information: www.

richmondclub.com.au If you have any queries

about cost or transport and don’t have access

to the website, feel free to give me a call. Please
RSVP before Monday, June 12.

We are holding our Winter Lieder concert in August
this year – a beautiful way to end the winter

season. There will be more information about this

in coming issues, but don’t forget to save the date:
August 27. This has proven to be a very popular

Meadowbank. Christa Lingham will be hosting
lovely occasion – we are proud to remember the
beginnings of this unique Progressive Christian
faith-based community. Please be prepared to
come and participate in any way you are able.

I attended training last month, learning the ins-

and-outs of working with those who are affected

by dementia. It was well worth the time and effort
to attend and I found it very useful to learn how
to connect with a person-centred approach,

regardless of the progression of this disease. We
have many people thus affected, and I now feel

better equipped to communicate and connect with
these special folk.

On September 8-10 this year, the Focus Group
has planned a weekend away to the Hunter

Valley. If you would like to go, please contact

Ingrid Turner or Bev Leszinsky for more details.

Numbers are limited and many have expressed
interest. It should be a pleasant get-away for

those who need to unwind, and also a perfect

chance to connect with each other as a community
group. Want more information online? Visit: www.
leisureinnpokolbinhill.com.au

We are moving along with the planned

implementation of a faith facilitator/coordinator

here in Sydney. If you have any questions about
this position, please have a chat with either our
Elder, Ingrid Turner, or any of the Focus Group
members.

CONTACT ME: Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

I hope everyone has been keeping warm lately. At

many different studies on how long they take to

on to keep our clients warm. We have again had a

to 1000 years. Whatever the case may be, we

CHAMPION we’ve had to start turning the heater
major increase in client numbers this month, and
the trend is continuing.

There are many reasons why our numbers are

decompose. Some say 20 years, others range

know that they cause a lot of harm. Please help
CHAMPION continue being plastic bag free by
donating reusable bags.

increasing. Housing prices continue to go up,

work has been much tougher to find, groceries are

becoming more expensive and even more in-depth
issues like mental illness, family and relationship
breakdowns, homelessness and social isolation

occur. These are just some of the reasons people
come to CHAMPION.

We pride ourselves on being a place where those in
need can reach out for help without judgement or
discrimination.

As the number of people visiting us increases, we
need to make sure our donations do as well. We

are organising a 12 Weeks of Winter Charity Drive
running from June until the end of August, where
we will ask local primary and secondary schools

Want to help?
There are many ways to help this month.

to collect food and toiletries for CHAMPION. If

We need more volunteers.

get involved in, please contact Martina for more

We need more reusable bags.

this is something your workplace might like to
information.

And we need food donations too. We are

We still require more volunteers able to give

CHAMPION two hours on a Monday or four hours

on a Wednesday to keep things running smoothly.

running low (or are out of) soup, tinned tuna,
vegetables and fruit, lollies and chocolates,
cleaning goods, coffee and sugar.

Not all jobs involve working with our CHAMPION
visitors. Come and speak to Martina or me.

Thanks to those who have brought in donations

and reusable bags in the past month. Plastic bags
are a major issue for our environment. They do

not decompose like organic material. There are

CONTACT ME: Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo
Later in May, during National Volunteer Week, we

TTHA
The varying colours of Mother Nature’s autumn
palette continue to brighten our surrounds

and, whilst the days are getting cooler, the sun

continues to beam in. There’s nothing quite like a

warm spot by the window while enjoying a cuppa
and the company of family and friends.

Our Lifestyle team has introduced Zumba Gold

classes, carpet bowls, performances in German

in partnership with the Arts Health Institute and a

variety of German cooking classes to the activities
calendar. Our residents love the variety and trying
something new or familiarising themselves again

with recipes of old. Not only are the aromas worth

waiting for, but the opportunity to participate in an
activity where tasting’s a high priority is truly a joy.
During May we celebrated Mother’s Day with a

scrumptious afternoon tea and concert. Residents
and their representatives didn’t hesitate to share
the love around, recognising the significant role
mothers play and have played in their lives,

celebrating with lovely warm cups of tea, gifts,

laugher and hugs. After all, the perfect cuppa is
just like a hug on the inside.

celebrated those who put their hearts and souls

into TTHA as volunteers with a delicious high tea.
Volunteers assist in so many areas around TTHA;
our international volunteers spend 12 months

with us accommodated in an adjoining hostel

and are constantly attending to our residents’

needs. Whether it’s just a visit and a chat, joining
in various activities, participating in exercise

classes, accompanying residents on walks and

outings, tending to the gardens and outdoor areas
or sharing their musical talents and reading to

residents, our volunteers dedicate a great deal
of their time on a regular basis. Of course, our

volunteers are not just in-house, but also part of
our external activities, day trips, excursions and

our Home Care visits to many people outside the

Home. We are ever so grateful for their generosity

and compassion and the time they take out of their
own lives to make someone else’s a little more
special.

We certainly take every opportunity to celebrate
lives, major events, national and international

holidays and encourage you and your family to join

in the fun and be a part of it all. Just pop in, share a
coffee and cake in our café or give us a call and let

us know how you’d like to be involved. We’ll let you
know what’s happening with our volunteer program
or where you can assist; also what’s coming up on
the social calendar, so that you can also share in
the joy.

CONTACT ME: Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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Men’s Advance
With last year’s threat from Martina that we’d need

Some highlights were:

couldn’t come up with a ‘keep it simple’ plan for

•

to stand by for some female intervention if we

this year by ourselves, we delivered in a canter!

adjacent to the campfire (perhaps a timbergetting career beckons?);

all Blokes to actually read their emails, complete
by the dates advertised weeks ago – maybe we’ll

ask Martina to ‘assist’ the three of us who couldn’t

•

manage to confirm their bookings until 24 hours

before departure (a large stick may be required).
This year we set off for Buxton, over the Black Spur

•

in a lake of tomato sauce – for a late lunch

bounded by the picturesque Acheron River.

before promptly enquiring when the pre-dinner

The weather had threatened to be somewhat

nibbles were scheduled;
•

Blokes can make do with whatever weather is

•

slowly over the coals, carving it to perfection

from the intensity of the flames.

and even returning the spit to Healesville on
Monday morning – scrumptious indeed;
•

Blokes don’t need the massages, meditation
sessions, full catering and pampering of the

Women’s Retreat to have an enjoyable weekend).

scrumptious spit-roast beef and roast potato
Healesville, lovingly basting it as it cooked

tractor where it was razed, its front axle sagging

ourselves amused (please note ladies, we mellow

Hermann delivering on his plan for a

dinner, from collecting the spit and meat from

growth sprouting from their bases, and the old

planned activities, but had no difficulties in keeping

into an all-hands competitive match, halted
gong rang;

skeletal tree trunks were still standing, with recent

In keeping with the ‘keep it simple’ plan, we had no

The friendly volleyball encounter which grew
only when daylight was fading and the dinner

dished up!

which decimated the site was still obvious. Many

with the Lot’ – read a toasted bun the size of

bacon to feed a small army, and all smothered

accommodation, set in a clearing on bush acreage

The legacy of the 2009 ‘Black Saturday’ bushfires

Brendon managing to devour a ‘Bucky Burger

out on all sides, enough onions, eggs and

were offered the use of their property and its barn

some patches of brilliant sunshine – but then

escape the communal ‘snoring and farting’ that

a bread and butter plate, a beef patty hanging

to the Hanley, Snow and Phillips families, we

and only occasional drizzle, we were treated to

Paul resorting to sleeping in the tractor bay to
kept him awake most of the first night;

near the base of the Cathedral Range. Thanks

uncooperative but, with the expected cool nights

dead trees, cutting and splitting the rounds

and building a very impressive firewood wall

What we, however, couldn’t manage was to get

the very simple forms and make their payments

Rolf and Heinz W. felling one of the unstable

Hoovy chasing after the car which had headed

to Alexandra to inspect Brendon’s new loading
yard – unfortunately the car won;

•

		

The medley of ditties which kept us entertained
for hours around the campfire;

Templer Talk June 2017
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•

Jon finding a novel use for the table-tennis

table in the barn – setting up his mattress and

•

sleeping underneath it, requiring a fair effort

to clear the large accumulation of chairs and

sports gear which was usually resident there;
•

•

Thomas honing his fly-fishing skills in the

waterhole on the property’s boundary with the
Acheron River;

•

•

without once enquiring ver is da Muesli? (this

year’s event had been pre-declared a mueslifree event); and
•

We may even have managed to hit the

healthy ‘two serves of fruit and five serves of

vegetables each day’ target (although the liquid

refreshments quotas may have been a little less
healthy).

Thanks all for your camaraderie and for everyone

above-mentioned waterhole;

– a great balance of doing not much while sharing

walk on the slippery part-submerged log in the

A few playful games of Finska which

entertained us while we soaked up the aromas
roast;

Chris investing almost as many kilometres

to join in the weekend as the rest of us put
together;
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Thomas managing to get through the weekend

Heinz V. managing ‘a quick dip’ in attempting to

building from the adjacent slowly cooking spit-

•

•

weekend without ‘stressing’ the single shower
take note what Blokes can do!);

and also doing the city and airport pick-up and
drop-off honours;

Everyone managing to get through the

and single toilet available in the barn (ladies,

Mick piloting Rosa throughout the weekend

Templer Talk June 2017

chipping in to get all the chores done without fuss
time together. Maybe we’ll do it again next year

(perhaps a good induction for the new TSA Event
Manager)!

Manfred Decker, on behalf of the “ever-mellowing” Men’s
Advance Team

1963 Confirmation Group
Born in the Omeo Bush Nursing Hospital in 1949,

helpful, providing an extract of the April 1963

in Brookville in a sawmiller’s hut. Before my first

Group, as well as providing the known contact

top storey of Selma Weiberle’s house. Having

soon tracked down by contacting someone

to be back in a Templer community. We moved

Many thanks to all those who assisted in this

I lived with my parents, Karl and Luise Wagner,

Rundscheiben listing the whole Confirmation

birthday we moved to Boronia and lived in the

details. From this basis, the remainder were

left Palestine in 1948, my parents were happy

with the same surname as the ‘missing’ person.

to Bayswater, and later Croydon. I had the

process.

opportunity to grow up with a great bunch of kids.

Having established the names of the

Darstellungen, attending Saal, German school,

Confirmation Group and their current contact

Toc H Children’s Camp, senior camps, folk dancing

or not there was sufficient interest in having a

the opportunities we children and later teenagers

survey soon showed sufficient responses to

learning to knit socks and learning to embroider,

details, the next task was to establish whether

at Sommerfest and Jugendgruppe were some of

reunion and what form it should take. A quick

enjoyed.

having a reunion, in 2017, in the Bayswater Hall,
where it all occurred those many years ago.

Twenty-seven of us became the Confirmation

Class of 1963 under the guidance of Dr Richard

Thank you Mark, John and the TSA Office team

dairy farm in Western Victoria and I joined them

our reunion. It was very much appreciated.

for your support and assistance in conducting

Hoffmann. Then, in 1966, my family moved to a

there after I had completed my studies to become
a teacher. Eventually I married and moved to

So, on the evening of May 6, ten of the original

children. I still live on a beef cattle property in the

the Bayswater Hall. Otto had organised catering

NE Victoria to continue teaching and raise two

NE and have only returned to Bayswater for family
celebrations and funerals. That is until memories

were stirred with the arrival of an email from Otto
Aberle in Canberra. Otto was endeavoring to

organise a reunion of our 1963 Group, some of
whom I had not seen in over 50 years.

Group of 27, some with partners, gathered in

and set a large table with a white tablecloth and

placemats of a photo of our 1963 Group (we hadn’t
changed a bit!). He also displayed other photos
and memorabilia. He really went to a great deal

of trouble for us and we all truly appreciated his
efforts.

Over a delicious meal we shared our ‘journeys’

In Otto’s words:

thus far. Joys were celebrated, challenges shared

The idea for the reunion arose when I

and memories jogged. Some of us exchanged

in October 2016 and saw how much they

an end far too quickly.

was to establish all the names of the 1963

Otto, we all wish to say a heartfelt THANK YOU

attended the 38/39ers reunion in Canberra
enjoyed each other’s company. My initial task
Confirmation. Here the TSA Office was most

contact details. For all of us the evening came to

for the huge effort you went to on our behalf. All
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of us benefited from this amazing opportunity to

reconnect with childhood friends. Community, as

our parents knew it in Palestine, is alive and well in
our generation!

Irene Erskine (née Wagner)

Sonnwendfeier
Saturday, June 24 | Bayswater Hall
A delicious selection of barbecued
meats and salads, hot dogs, Glühwein
(mulled wine) and soft drinks will be
available for purchase (BYO other
drinks). The main meal and hot dogs
will be served from 5.00pm.
Tea and coffee is available free of
charge and cake will be sold from
7.00pm, while we listen to the Brass
Ensemble play. There will be a bonfire,
the traditional lantern parade, glowstick products for sale and dampermaking. The bonfire will be lit at 6.00pm
and, at 6.15pm, we will be lighting our
lanterns and setting off on a parade
around the Bayswater Hall. CHAMPION
will be selling hot chocolate to help
raise some much-needed funds.
Please bring along your own
lantern. For those who don’t have
one, the following site is a good
source of inspiration: ingspirations.
com/2013/09/07/10-lantern-makingideas/
We do need helpers to assist with
setting up from 2.00pm, preparing and
serving food and, later in the evening,
with cleaning up, so if anyone is able
to help out, it would be very much
appreciated.
Please contact Mieka Decker:
M: 0400 516 916
E: mieka@bigpond.com
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Irma’s Story
school outings and a loving home to spend time in.
Around the age of fourteen, Irma left school to

complete her Pflichtjahr (social duty year) at the
Reiter bakery in Gablenberg, during which time

she also attended the obligatory Bund Deutscher

Mädel (BDM) enjoying the activities and social time

with friends that this provided. A year later, in 1943,
Irma started her three-year Office Administration
Clerk training at Allianz in Stuttgart, where she

was then employed and later promoted to Office
Manager in 1949.

This was also around the time when Irma met
Our dear wife, mother and grandmother passed

Willi Richter. Irma was invited, by her close friend

the Aged early on Sunday morning, March 26th, at

cousin in Cannstadt, which also happened to be

long and devastating struggle with dementia.

Germany after time in a POW camp. There were

How do you condense an entire lifetime of

scarce, so Irma and Willi got to know each other

few pages? An impossible task; so here are just a

That evening Willi walked Irma to her home in

away peacefully at Tabulam & Templer Homes for

Renate, to the Confirmation celebration of Renate’s

the age of 89 years. Irma is finally at peace after a

where Willi was renting a room upon returning to
many guests at the celebration and space was

experiences, moments and connections into just a

chatting and dancing together in the kitchen!

few of those moments from Irma’s life…

Gablenberg – a 4km trip – where they shared their

Irma Klumpp was born three months premature

walk all the way back to Cannstadt, getting home

a second daughter to parents Adolf Klumpp

lifelong devotion to each other.

Anneliese born a year earlier. Due to her early

In May 1950 the young couple got engaged and

in hospital and was always the smallest child

family celebration lunch followed the Registry

childhood was not an easy one – both her parents

year, they travelled to Australia to join the rest of

patience to spend on family activities or to provide

friends for the first few years, often in very basic

grow up in. Irma was always grateful for her best

many times when Irma was terribly homesick and

first kiss. It didn’t matter to Willi that he then had to

on Saturday, July 23, 1927 in Stuttgart, Germany;
and Sophie née Hummel and younger sister to

at 4am, because this was the beginning of their

arrival, Irma spent the first six months of her life

were married on Saturday, April 28, 1951. A small

in her class at the Gablenberger Schule. Irma’s

Office ceremony and later, in September that

worked each day and there was not much time or

the Richter family. They boarded with family and

a nurturing and warm environment for the girls to

and difficult accommodation, and there were

friend, Sieglinde, who not only provided a lifelong

wondered what on earth she had taken on!

friendship, but often also the excursion money for
		

Templer Talk June 2017

15

They both managed to find work fairly soon after

‘homework’, assembling electrical plugs – Willi

factory in Glenferrie where, due to her precise work

home in Bentleigh. In the mid-1970s, Irma started

to make all the flower templates and samples;

the lower floor of the Altersheim three days a week.

then worked at Dunlop Aviation in Bayswater

her off in Bayswater in the morning on his way to

birth to a son, Reinhard, on October 14, 1958.

again in the afternoon. This kept her very fit!

home in Boronia, which they finally moved into

On April 16, 1982, tragedy struck the family.

Daughter Susi was born three years later, on

arrived home that evening to the news that their

arriving in Australia – Irma at the Harbig flower

picking up the supplies each week from the Decker

and flair for handicrafts, she was soon promoted

work at the Templer Home for the Aged, cleaning

and Willi at Chemnitz in North Melbourne. Irma

Irma had never learnt to drive, so Willi would drop

until she fell pregnant with her first child, giving

work and Irma would then walk the 3.5km home

During that year the couple also built their own
in September 1959 with toddler Reinhard in tow.

Following a day out in the city, Irma and Willi

December 2, 1961, completing the family.

beloved son Reinhard had tragically died in a car

Irma was a hardworking, warm and loving mother,

loss of a child is something a parent never recovers

knitting, the latter being a constant source of new

went on, it stayed with Irma for the rest of her life.

Willi worked during the week and on weekends the

The marriage of her daughter Susi in 1983, and

family for afternoon teas and festivities, along with

1987, helped to fill some of that void and restore

They even managed a wonderful holiday away in

added his presence in 1990, and Kate completed

who enjoyed attending to the home, cooking and

jumpers, vests and cardigans for the whole family.

accident that afternoon. He was 23 years old. The
from and, although the pain was lessened as time

family often got together with the extended Richter

the subsequent arrival of first grandchild Jessica in

outings to the Dandenong Ranges or to the beach.

the joy of children in Irma’s life. Thomas then

Rye at the Neef beach house one summer.

Irma’s little troop of grandchildren in 1993 – she

Even though they both had to work very hard to

enjoyed and appreciated them a great deal.

make ends meet, the support of her husband and

In 1985, Irma and Willi made the first of two trips

from Irma’s own family a little easier. Integration

had already passed away, but she was able to

for the quiet and reserved Irma, and she had to

extended family, with whom she had kept in close

perseverance, the small family built an active and

so many years earlier. 1998 was the second and

they were to live for the next forty years.

time Irma’s mother had also died. Frequent contact

Once both children were attending school, Irma

Irma, who had been feeling the separation from

surgery in Boronia and then completing weekly

then another sad blow when Anneliese passed

being in their own home made the separation

to Germany to visit her family. Sadly, Irma’s father

into the Templer community was also challenging

spend time with her mother and her only sister and

get to know many new people. Slowly, and with

contact since leaving Germany as a young bride

involved life within the Boronia Community, where

last visit the couple made to Germany, by which

took on extra work; first cleaning a doctor’s
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with her sister Anneliese was then a highlight for

her family more keenly in the last few years. It was

away in 2006, another loss which Irma never quite

pneumonia and was finally allowed to fade away

overcame.

early on that Sunday morning.

Both Willi and Irma retired from work in 1989 and,

Irma leaves behind her devoted husband Willi –

future and moved into an independent living unit at

wedding anniversary, daughter Susi and three

in 2001, Irma and Willi decided to plan for their

just weeks before they were to celebrate their 66th

TTHA. It was not easy downsizing the family home,

grandchildren – Jessica, Thomas and Kate.

home, complete with flourishing vegetable garden.

Eine Liebe die ein Leben lang dauerte – A love that

but they managed to make their new residence a
They had done everything together throughout

lasted a lifetime.

coffee outings at their favourite cafes, lunches

Our family’s wish was to honour our treasured

grandchildren after picking them up from school

– just as Irma had lived her life – so we decided not

became very important as Irma’s memory started

April 10, we lovingly laid Irma’s ashes to rest next

combination of long-standing depression and

followed this with a small lunch in her memory at

role as homemaker and family ‘carer’ was slowly

regularly visited in happier days. It was a special

their lives and retirement was no different. Regular
with friends and family, and time spent with

‘Fraule’, Mutti and Oma in a small and private way

were much enjoyed highlights. These constancies

to have a funeral or memorial service. On Monday,

to become increasingly challenged and the

to her son Reinhard at Ferntree Gully cemetery and

slow progression of dementia took hold. Irma’s

one of the favourite restaurants that she and Willi

being shifted. Willi took on more and more of

time of reflection and remembering…

the finances that Irma had always kept afloat so

We thank the Community, friends and extended

shift took place quietly and behind the scenes, until

loving wishes, cards, messages and hugs received.

was no longer able to look after her on his own.

staff of Tabulam, who looked after Irma so well. We

In April 2011 it became necessary for Irma to move

make Irma’s last few years as comfortable as they

the management of household affairs, including
diligently. Just as they had lived their lives, this

family for sharing in Irma’s life and for the many

Irma’s condition became so challenging that Willi

Extra special thanks goes to the loving and caring
are deeply grateful for all your efforts in trying to

into residential high care in Tabulam. Willi spent

could be.

it soon became apparent that it was in their best

“The soul would have no rainbow, had the eyes no tears”
			
John Vance Cheney

every waking moment of each day with her and

interests for Willi to move in with Irma in Tabulam,
he having sunk into a deep depression as a result
of their separation. Irma’s condition steadily

deteriorated over the next six years, during which
time Willi steadfastly and constantly remained

by her side and assisted in her care as much as

he could. In March this year Irma, with advanced
and debilitating dementia, became very ill with

		

In memory of Irma Richter (née Klumpp)
This article is published in lieu of a public funeral
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NOTICES

1898 Confirmation, Haifa
Photo courtesy of Doris Frank, TSA Archives

SAVE THE DATE
Youth Anxiety Forum
Saturday, August 12 | 3.00 to 5.00pm | Bayswater Hall
This event is aimed at teenagers and young people who might be

experiencing anxiety or have friends who do, and their parents. Two

psychologists have been engaged, one to speak to the young people
and the other to speak to their parents.

COMING SERVICES
Sunday, June 4
Hymnal Service
Bayswater Chapel
5.00pm
Elders: Renate Weber
and Jessica Blackwell

We will start with a sumptuous afternoon tea/coffee and soft drinks

Sunday, June 25

and there will be plenty of time for questions. Admission by gold coin

Founding Day Service

donation.

Meadowbank Hall

Pizza and Participation Night
Friday, July 21 | 7.00 to 9.00pm | Bayswater Hall

10.30am
Elder: Christa Lingham

Free pizza and soft drinks available to young people, teenagers, new

Sunday, June 25

and not so new confirmands... in return we want to hear your ideas

about the sorts of things you like to do and, in particular, the sorts of
events the Temple Society could organise that interest you.

We would also like your input about some ideas we have for a Family
Fun Day in September. If required, we will arrange transport from
Bentleigh.

More details about both these events in the next Templer Talk.
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Founding Day Service and
Community Afternoon
Bentleigh Hall
2.30pm
Elder: Herta Uhlherr

2018 COROWA CLASS REUNION
FOR YEARS 1936/1939
Our reunion will be held over four days from April
9 to 12, 2018. In 2016, we had a very successful
reunion in the Nation’s capital. In 2018, we will
have our reunion in Corowa, that little country town
along the Murray, in which Federation, and thus the
Australian Nation, became a reality.

ITINERARY
Day 1

Morning: Arrival in Corowa | Afternoon:

Meet and greet over tea and coffee | Evening:
Get together for a twilight BBQ meal

Day 2

Morning: Group breakfast then visit a

winery for lunch | Afternoon: Visit a second
winery, then go on a relaxing 3-hour Sunset
Dinner Cruise on Lake Mulwala starting at

Most of us will be turning 80 in 2018, so we plan on
making this reunion one to remember – by staying
an extra day – so we can spend more time with old
friends and take in the many attractions this region
has to offer.

6.30pm on the authentic Paddle Steamer
Cumberoona, enjoying the buffet-style meal
provided on board

Day 3

All day: Group breakfast, then a coach

tour taking in Chiltern (where Disney shot

Why are we advising you all of this one year
out? Because in order to firm up prices and,
most importantly, to make all the necessary early
bookings, we need to know the likely number of
people to cater for.

To Ride a Wild Pony), buy lunch in historic
Beechworth (with its grand old buildings built
in the 1880s as if gold would never run out),
visit Yackandandah and then on to Eldorado.
Night: 3-course gala dinner (each with two
options) with speeches, singing, jokes,

So, if you plan to come, please let us know. If still
undecided, also let us know. As numbers coming
have a major bearing on costs, the more definitive
we can be with numbers, the more definitive we can
be with the final price.

harmonica playing and Hartmut’s reunion
videos/slides to entertain us all (but sadly
no belly dancer - as in Blairgowrie - any
volunteers?)

Day 4

We expect costs for our 3-night stay, morning and
evening meals, plus tours of the historic Corowa
area, to be between $400 and $500 per person.
If you have a friend who would like to come along,

Morning: Final group breakfast followed

by a Moment of Reflection (Herta), then we say
our final goodbyes. Some may stay on to visit
another winery and stock up on those special
reds depleted from their dwindling collection,
before returning home once again.

they are more than welcome and would be made to
feel a part of our group.
Please note, the final price will include
accommodation and morning meals (cooked
breakfasts) and all evening meals. Alcohol has to be
purchased separately. Those who can only stay two
nights will have their fee reduced.

Travel times are similar to those taken by car.
If you have any further queries, please phone
Helga Anderson or Manfred Lobert or email
jimhelga@optusnet.com.au and mjlobert@bigpond.com

Corowa can be reached by rail and coach, using
your pensioner Once-a-year Free Rail Travel Card.

We will keep you updated by email.
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BIRTHDAYS
Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:
Helga Anderson			79

UPCOMING
SYDNEY
EVENTS
Friday, June 9

Hartmut Beck				80

Seniors’ Group
Blacktown
11.45am

Skaidrite Blaich			83
Heinz Edelmaier			78

Friday, June 16

Roland Hapke			90

Templer Night Out
Richmond Club
7.00pm

Trudy Herrmann			89
Regina Imberger			79

Sunday, June 25

Werner Jeserer			89

Founding Day Service
Meadowbank Hall
10.30am
Elder: Christa Lingham

Alfred Klink				86
Lilli Kuhnle				91
Helga Sawatzky			91

ROSTERS

Werner Steller			83
Lothar Streker			88

Bayswater Flower Roster

Charlotte Trefz			97
Gerhard (Sam) Weller		

Sunday, June 4
Hymnal Service

80

Moni Hirdes

Gunter Weller			83

Resi Schwarzbauer

Hugo Weller				91

Bayswater Lawnmowing

Ursula Wurm				85

Week ending June 18
Hans Wennagel

und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten
Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen
Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

Manfred Weller

Bentleigh Coffee Roster
Sunday, June 25

Please arrive one hour earlier and

MEMBER CONTACT

bring a plate (cake/slice)
Annemarie Oldis
Dot Ware

Harald Gassmann can be contacted on his mobile phone

Monika Maddock

0409 521 783 as his home phone number is no longer being

Peter Ware

used. He would love to hear from you. Thank you!
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SEEKING JUSTICE
On the first of May I turned seventy seven. This
places me in the youngest group of Templers who
experienced the injustice of being incarcerated,
firstly in Palestine, then forcibly deported to
Australia for a further six years’ incarceration. There
are now few of us left. We were all innocent, lawabiding civilians living in peace at the time.
It is perfectly in order for people who have been
subjected to injustice to seek some form of redress,
some acknowledgement of the fact. By doing this,
two positive outcomes are achieved. Firstly, those of
us who were subjected to wrongs are empowered
and can have our faith in ultimate justice restored.
Secondly, the perpetrators of the injustice have to
face the consequences, the shame of their actions,
and will thereby be less likely to act in that manner
again.

those members who suffered the injustice. The
more people who are party to this request for an
apology, the more likely will be its success.
I have been in touch with Mark Herrmann over this
matter and presented my thoughts for Regional
Council to consider. The return advice to me was to
prepare this statement for Templer Talk.
What I am seeking is a statement of support for the
action of an apology to be taken. I am not pursuing
the matter for compensation, although this would
be quite in order.
If you feel you can support my proposed course of
action you can inform the TSA Office accordingly.
If you are happy for your name to be included as

It is for these reasons that I have, as an individual,
pursued the matter of an apology for our Australian
incarceration, from successive Prime Ministers
since Paul Keating. It was his exhortations to
the Japanese government in about 1995 – that it
acknowledges its unjust treatment of civilians under
its control during World War II – that motivated me
to pursue my course of action. Australia was not an
innocent party in our case.
I have met with little success, other than receiving
responses stating that the circumstances of those
days warranted measures being put in place in the
interests of public order and national security. An
unfortunate outcome of these measures was the
loss of liberty for many innocent civilians.
I have now gained the support of my Federal
Member of Parliament to pursue the matter of an
apology at parliamentary level.
Her advice is that success will be better achieved
if such a request comes from the leadership of the
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Temple Society on behalf of its members or at least
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part of this action then you can indicate this. It is
my intention to pursue this matter even if I do not
receive wider support.
Finally, I can assure you that there are numerous
instances of apologies having been given by the
Australian and other governments when injustices
have been brought to light and redress sought.
We need to act whilst there are still a few of us
left who have suffered the wrong. After all, no
other group of civilians suffered loss of liberty and
forced deportation to a greater degree than did the
Templers as a result of World War II.
In the words of Dr Martin Luther King: “The arc
of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward
justice.”
Eberhard Frank
E: joe.frank@bigpond.com

TEMPLE

AUSTRALIAN
GERMAN TEMPLER
EXCHANGE
Are you interested in going to Germany and
improving your German language skills? Do
you want to learn more about the Temple
Society and your German heritage, meet
some wonderful people and broaden your

Please join us for a
special candle-lit
Hymnal Service with
lots of singing and
pizza afterwards.
Families welcome!

If you answered ‘yes’ to these questions then
maybe you should consider applying for the
Australian German Templer Exchange!
The program involves a German language

Hymnal Service
Sunday 4th June at 5.00pm
Bayswater Chapel

course and time spent with Templer families in
the last exchange recipient back in 2009, I can

AUSTRALIA

HYMNAL
SERVICE

horizons?

the Stuttgart area over a 3-4 month period. As

SOCIETY

WE

LOOK

FORWARD

TO

WELCOMING

YOU

highly recommend it to any young Templers –
it was a fantastic experience!
We are currently accepting applications
for next year’s exchange. If you have any
questions about the program, or if you’d like a

COME
DANCE
WITH US

copy of the application form, please send me
an email at english5@gmail.com or give me a
call on 0409 540 076.
Applicants need to be (or become) a TSA
member and 18 years of age or older at the
time of exchange.
Applications close June 30.

Melissa English
AGTE Coordinator

SOCIAL DANCE GROUP
Bayswater Hall
51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater

The Social Dance Group is open to all TSA
members and friends and also the wider
community. All ages and abilities are welcome
to dance, or simply come and benefit from the
music and company.
No experience or partner required. Dance
teacher, Kirrily Kirstin, will cover a range
of very easy and enjoyable social dances
including some line and circle dances.

Afternoon Tea. There will be a brief afternoon
tea break with chairs and tables available,
allowing participants to take a rest and have a
talk with each other.
Transport. The van travels from the Bentleigh
Hall, departing East Bentleigh at 12.10pm, and
has space for six participants. Please contact
Nanne at the TSA Office on 9557 6713 to book
your spot.

Upcoming dates: 21st June
1.00pm to 2.30pm
Cost: $5.00 per person (per session)

A national program by
TEMPLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA
AN INDEPENDENT AND PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Next NEST Session

1.00pm to 3.00pm
Bayswater Hall, 51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater
Balancing it All Out | May 24
Eating for Energy | May 31
The Low Down on Fat | June 7
The Sweet Truth | June 14
Budget Beaters | June 28
Fridge Raid | July 5

We'd love for you to come along for a few hours and find out ways to eat well
for a healthier life!
Nice, friendly and fun activity
Easy ways to remember what foods are good for you
Simple meals that are tasty and easy to make
Tips on how to save money on groceries
And best of all, it's free and fun! We hope to see you there.

nest – nice. easy. simple. tips.
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June 2017
2

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

4

SUN

Youth City Exploration
Hymnal Service Ba 5.00pm
Elders’ Planning Session

5

MON

RC Be 7.30pm

7

WED

NEST Cooking Program Ba 1.00pm to 3.00pm

9

FRI

12

MON

Queen’s Birthday

13

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00pm
June Templer Reflections published

14

WED

NEST Cooking Program Ba 1.00pm to 3.00pm

16

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm
Sy Templer Night Out Richmond Club 7.00pm

19

MON

Deadline July Templer Talk

21

WED

Social Dance Group Ba Hall 1.00pm to 2.30pm

24

SAT

Sonnwendfeier Ba 5.00pm

25

SUN

Founding Day Service Sy 10.30am
Founding Day Service and Community Afternoon Be 2.30pm

28

WED

NEST Cooking Program Ba 1.00pm to 3.00pm

30

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Blacktown 11.45am

Telelink 2.30pm
Term 2 ends (Vic & NSW)

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

