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RESPECT.
COMMUNITY.
TRUST.
Harald Ruff

Earlier this year, Christine and I had the pleasure of conducting

catch up, to chat, to reconnect, to touch base and to reaffirm; each

all a faith community. However, our individual and common bonds
and links go far deeper and are more complex than just that, not
only in this community, but also in the myriad other ‘communities’
we as individuals are part of.

Monday 18 June, 2018

Being part of something, part of a community, brings many benefits:
life has become easier through the development of communities, but
they also bring challenges. There are responsibilities, expectations,
differing needs and views (some written and obvious, others
unwritten and hidden) and, of course, many interactions that are
sometimes simple and, at other times, incredibly complex. And
always there is the cut and thrust of the drive for change against the
demand for stability and the status quo.
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We know that this drive is not just limited to our
community, but wherever and however people

gather. It’s a complicated process leading to all

sorts of confrontations, which then require effort
and emotion to work through. There’s a lot of

‘reflecting and learning’ (to quote Red Symons,

former presenter on ABC 774 radio) going on in

the world at the moment, a lot of challenging of the
status quo, a lot of hurt and hopefully, ultimately,
also a lot of healing – the latter is the more

challenging. For our own health and wellbeing (i.e.
for our own sake) we need to be able to move on
from these challenges, both individually and as a

community. Rifts and wounds, whether physical or
psychological, need to be healed.

So in reading the set text for Sommerfest – from

Mark’s Gospel (3:1-6) under the title ‘Jesus heals

a man with a crippled hand’ – many current events

law, namely that you can’t work, and therefore
can’t help someone, on the Sabbath.

Jesus was redirecting his followers’ thinking on a
number of levels:

• to progress from the inanity of the extreme
interpretation of an outmoded law

• to reach out to others and to help when help is
needed

• and to help ourselves by forming a positive
mindset

Interestingly, the texts don’t make clear whether

Jesus actually did anything other than to invoke the
faith of the man to heal his crippled hand.

and affronts came to mind. This account also

Like Jesus, we need to question the status quo

Luke (6:6-11).

others, and rise emotionally and spiritually above

appears in the Gospels of Matthew (12:9-14) and

In the text, Jesus was again challenging the

status quo and thus threatening the power of

the Pharisees, so they wanted to accuse him of

breaking the law, so as to remove the threat that

he presented. It strikes us as so odd an approach
or response, yet I’m sure we’ve all been faced

by at least a similar issue – where we have been

challenged, not just by a change we didn’t want,

but then also acted on in a way that suited only our
purpose, perhaps to the detriment of others.

The Pharisees were worried about losing their

power and not really about the spirit of the law (or

what is right, for that matter). They were challenged
by their own stubborn observation of what is to us

an outdated and simplistic adherence to a religious
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when we recognise it as being detrimental to

those around us who seek to maintain it. Jesus

acted with empathy, with conviction, with love, all
without hesitation. Some may consider our text

‘just a story’ – but what a story to aspire to! Our

challenge is to break from the routines that blind

us, to see beyond the ordinary, to step around the
barriers that inhibit us from helping when we can,
so that we strive to help to heal when possible.

To notice a need and then act to address it does

not always come easily. We need to reflect: What
encumbers and challenges us? What stops us

from helping to heal? Is it our own inhibitions? Is

it others’ judgements? Is it just our fears of these
factors? Fear can cripple us, preventing us from
doing, and also from helping others to do so!

There is a lot of need for healing in the world;

thereby restore trust and love. We can achieve this

countries, but also internally between attitudes,

unity in community.

conflicts continue, both physically between

mindsets, opinions, beliefs. We have seen in recent

most effectively and most easily through broader

times what is the equivalent of the uncovering

Our Templer values provide us with both the

by words, by actions, by violence, by betrayals,

– trust. We need to enact these values, live them

and airing of wounds. These wounds were caused
by losses of land, loved ones or freedoms and

by barriers imposed by others. And these have
now been challenged. It appears that all sorts
of communities have found their voice and,

challenge and the answer: community – respect

every day and in every interaction, and instil in each
other some faith (and thus courage) to change, and
to allow healing.

importantly, ways to ensure they are heard.

These values and their related deeds then are

In our modern, ‘virtually-connected’ world,

but also provide protection and immunity against

we are aware of so much more taking place

around us, thanks to more abundant and easier
communication options. We are able to engage

more, not just about joys and successes, but also

not only wonderful and powerful healing agents,

further ills; we become stronger and more resilient,
less likely to fracture, as either individuals or as
community.

about issues, concerns, disappointments and

Please enjoy our Templer community, and all

alarmingly, often more aggressively too, due to

on your faith and values, keep a focus on your

criticism of others. We do so more openly and,

the impersonal nature of the online environment.

We need to tread warily, ensuring we think before
we ‘post’, so that our expressions are tamed by

awareness of and care for others. We also face the
added dangers of the power of perception; others
can convince us of points of view simply through
the power of negative labels, repetition and their

other communities you are part of. Keep reflecting
connections; freshen them up, don’t take them

for granted. Look for the good in the world and

contribute to it. Take on the challenge of working at
your own level, contribute as you can and as you
see fit: be mindful and aware, be thankful, be the
good in the world – and thus be a healer!

loud voices. The only way we can overcome these
is through careful reflection and knowledge, rather
than succumbing to noise and assumptions.

So how do I see the message in the text for us?
Firstly, context is everything: it determines our

views, our relationships, our challenges. We need to
work within it to restore and heal through listening
and then acting with care, faith, love, support and

encouragement. Through kindness, we can provide
people with dignity, with justice, with equality and
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FROM THE
REGIONAL HEAD
I’m now in my thirtieth year of paid employment
with the TSA, first as Business Manager and, in
more recent times, as Regional Head.
The Labour movement of the 1850s campaigned
for an eight hour day on the basis of eight hours
work, eight hours rest and eight hours recreation
and education. Consistently exceeding my “work
quota” has caused the other two elements to
repeatedly be short-changed. Eventually, it catches
up with you. I could argue that some of the
“recreation and education allocation” was devoted
to work-related tasks, thanks to learning and
applying new skills, but this probably serves only
to distort the proportions. Thankfully, sleeping has

Morning comes and morning goes with no regret
And evening brings the memories I can’t forget
Empty rooms that echo as I climb the stairs
And empty clothes that drape and fall on empty chairs
- Don McLean (1971)
This time of employment has been richly rewarding,
in terms of the people I’ve met and, above all,
the tremendous people (the majority of them in a
voluntary capacity) I’ve had the good fortune to
work with.
It’s a long way from early Monday mornings (not
my specialty!) collecting resident rent or paying
staff wages at the Altersheim (enjoying Uta Faig

never been too difficult for me!

or Ingrid Beck’s tasty lunches a definite bonus)

In short, I’m feeling “done”, despite my “to do”

Fund (CF) meetings on those creaky chairs of the

list suggesting otherwise. You know the feeling
when you’ve eaten enough, but you still take a little
more? I have therefore decided to begin a transition
to retirement, but will continue to serve in the

to late-night Regional Council (RC) and Central
Office boardroom (Tabulam’s termites migrating
to Bentleigh?); from preparing meeting material to
writing the resultant minutes; from membership
cards housed in a sturdy wooden box to a

volunteer roles of TS President and Elder.

computer database, from rows and columns of

It means that the TSA will need to elect its next

on accounting software, both platforms built and

Regional Head. Last year’s AGM granted me a third

serviced by Anna Grendon; from Dr Hoffmann and

five-year term (to 2022), but I don’t believe I’d be

Oskar Krockenberger to Dieter Ruff and Dr Rolf

doing anyone any favours if I attempted to serve

Beilharz…

the full period.

figures in old ledgers to accounts and journals

From committees, councils, reference groups, task
forces, resource groups and sub-committees to

		

4

Templer Talk June 2018

Mark Herrmann

Focus Groups, boards, working parties and more

From the GST to combining community and TSA

committees, all with their inherent meetings; from

finances; Degerloch visits to an Israel trip; from

the trust invested in me to the constant backing

the Dandenong Oktoberfest to the Malvern Dolls

of those prepared to assist and contribute; from

Fair; from Office carport to the Archives (no issue,

long airmail letters from Stuttgart (requiring a

I ride my bike); from old to new constitutions; from

German-English dictionary at the ready) to long

birth to death (and everything in between); from

emailed exchanges with the TGD; from aged care

The Holy Land Called to The Templer Journey:

amalgamation to Dr Schreiber; from the Glen Eira

Fabric of Society (Chapel wall-hanging) and its

South Ministers’ Association to the Knox Inter-faith

Embroidered History (book); from Sommerfest to,

Network; from writing Templer Record articles to

well, Sommerfest; from membership subscriptions

the reviewing, editing and publishing of Templer

to membership contributions; from Walter

Talk and Templer Reflections…

Burkhardt to Theo Doh and Otto Löbert (all of
them extraordinarily community-minded); from

From discussions about the “Seymour Land” at

property titles to sub-divisions; from Altersheim

Bayswater to the Templer Village unit development;

Bazaar to TTHA Weihnachtsmarkt; from structure to

from Lore Schlender as secretary in the Office to

restructure; from one meeting to the next…

a raft of wonderful staff performing in a multiple
of roles; from Point Lonsdale (Toc H) Junior Camp

Isn’t it grand
I picked up a pebble on the sand
It knows my hand
I taught the sea my song
And it sings it for me
When I am gone

and the Jugendgruppe to a Community Youth
Coordinator; from 710 members (June 1989) to 470
(our current number); from JG units to the Guest
Facility; from incorporation of the Templer Home
for the Aged to company status changes with the
CF/TSAL; from property reviews to building of the
Chapel; from entry contributions to the Aged Care
Act to accommodation bonds; from guidelines
to policies; from CF secretary to Director; from
50 years TSA (2000) to 150 years Temple Society
(2011)…

- Melanie Safka (1971)
I cannot begin to thank the countless members
and friends who have supported me over these
three decades. I remember them all (past and
present) with warm affection and deep gratitude.
Fortunately, inevitable disagreements and difficult
times have well and truly been outnumbered.
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So what happens next?

simultaneously, be considered a window through

With John Maddock also flagging his retirement by

easily gain access.

year’s end (actually he got in first!), RC is working
towards creating the role of an Executive Officer
(EO). Ideally, this position will take responsibility
for all functions performed by John, as well as
those administrative tasks covered by me. The
EO – requiring competent, efficient and effective
employees working under him/her – will report to
RC and/or TSAL as appropriate.

And the community?
I see the TSA (and, by natural extension, the
Temple Society) as being, in some ways, at a
crossroads. Perhaps it has always been thus. We
need to check our bearings – for understanding,
for relevance, for purpose – and, if deemed
appropriate to reset our course, to do so in
a fashion that looks forward while remaining
mindful of where we’ve come from. With all
eight of my great-grandparents stemming from
Templer families, our heritage is something I am
deeply conscious of and proud to be associated
with, although we must never let this become
our sole point of definition. Remember that in
1861 the founding generation carried no Templer
history, possessing “only” strong conviction in a
Christianity of action, oriented according to and
guided by the twin commandments of love.
As we’ve long known, our freedom of religious
thinking is both a strength and a weakness;
it depends on the nature of the individual’s
philosophical or spiritual journey, their current
position along that path and their future outlook.
Similarly, the Temple Society’s sense of community
– often stated as our reason for being – can,
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which those on the outside are looking but can’t

Is it a paradox to value diversity, yet want and
need to blend as community? And does that
community’s strength exist because of (and
through) the often understated religious thinking it
is based on, or would it survive equally well without
it? With no fixed statements of belief, is there
sufficient emphasis and impetus for members to
conscientiously strive for the realisation of our aim?
The aim of the Temple Society is the fulfilment of
what Jesus envisaged as God’s kingdom on earth
by putting his message of love into practice in
daily life. We believe that this task can be carried
out more effectively in communities of like-minded
people working cooperatively with the same focus.
How is that understood today? How relevant is
it for a contemporary Australian audience? Ask
yourself: what do others see when they look at the
Temple Society? What do you see when you look?
What do you think is our purpose now?
Last month’s Templer Talk contained a personal
piece from Renate Beilharz, entitled “Opportunity
knocks”, in which she challenges the membership
– all 469 of you plus me – to engage in active
conversation about the TSA’s future. Did you read
it? Did it make you contemplate our community
picture for that someday after tomorrow? Renate is
working with RC to reflect and open discussion on
a Templer “re-visioning” for the 21st century. And,
without wanting to diminish over 150 years of what
has been achieved by the Temple Society, fresh
words around how we envisage the TSA’s raison

d’être are being crafted, with RC, the Elders and

and actions), to the extent that they believe them

the Focus Groups considering them.

to properly reflect the TSA’s aim and purpose for
moving forward.

This draft is where we’re up to:

RC will be hosting Future Forums in August, where
input from the wider TSA membership, associates

Aim/Vision:
A more just, compassionate world in harmony with
our environment, achieved through community

and friends is essential. Will you attend and make
your voice heard? Our future may well depend on

connections.

it.

[Vision statements are usually aspirational, set

Through my email correspondence with the TGD,

out what the organisation wants to accomplish
into the future and should inspire members, staff,
volunteers, financial supporters and others.]

Karin Klingbeil has indicated that whether the
wider Australian society, or for that matter the one
in Germany, can do without the Temple Society is
not a question. She writes that our community –
although small – is, in any case, an enrichment to

Purpose/Mission:
To be a faith-based community enriched by the
shared values of trust, acceptance and respect.
Our cooperative initiatives:

society. Is that an opinion you share?
As indicated earlier, there are so many people I’d
like to acknowledge and to thank. I hope you’ll
forgive me for highlighting just four.

• Nurture spiritual connection
• Foster social cohesion and inclusion

Well it’s all right, even when push comes to shove – Renate

• Promote a sense of belonging

Well it’s all right, if you got someone to love – Nanne

• Respond to human need

Well it’s all right, everything’ll work out fine – Susi

• Build on beliefs and traditions

Well it’s all right, we’re going to the end of the line – John
- Traveling Wilburys (1988)

[Mission statements are described as what the
organisation will do with a view to realising its
vision.]

The end of the line is not the end. Far from it. It’s
that vision statement or aim from before… what we

For comparison, the TSA website http://www.
templesociety.org.au/beliefs.html allows reference
to our guiding principle as expressed in our motto.

aspire to. And we need to keep working at it.
Douglas Adams might say So Long, and Thanks for
All the Fish, but I don’t like seafood. Let’s just say
auf Wiedersehen. Meanwhile, I think I might have a

Those in positions of leadership can set a
direction, but need to know whether members

bit of filing to do!

and associates feel an affinity with these fresh
words (and our consequent priorities, objectives
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TEMPLER
FUTURE
FORUM

Future Forum
Saturday, August 4
7.00pm to 9.30pm
Bayswater Chapel
Sunday, August 5
1.00pm to 3.30 pm
Bentleigh Hall
Discussion is taking place in a number of TSA groups
about the future of the Temple Society in Australia.

Ideas are being collated on how a TSA could look and
move forward in the 21st century.

Renewed Vision and Purpose statements are being

drafted together with a Strategic Plan. Input from the
wider TSA membership, associates and friends is
essential.

To this end, Regional Council is inviting all members
and associates to attend one of the above Future
Forums to provide their input.

If required, online connections for distance members
and child minding can be organised.

Please put the dates in your diaries. More details in
the July Templer Talk.
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Renate Beilharz
& Mark Herrmann

Join the
Conversation
Now!
If you have something to contribute, we want
to hear it!

We’ve created an online forum for discussion
on the future of the TSA for members and

associates to add ideas and feedback about
the best way forward.

All members and associates will receive an
invitation by email to join the online forum
and conversations have already started
including:

What are the Values & Mission of the
TSA
Not who is ‘we’, but who are we? This
needs to be addressed first. Response

to the article Opportunity knocks by Renate
Beilharz (May Templer Talk, pp 15-16) by
Bernhard Lubitz.

We invite all to consider, to reflect and

to share their thoughts in a focused and
respectful way.

REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

Mark Herrmann

As mentioned last month, May’s meeting was

motto). But how is that understood today? We

considering a full range of questions from the

you like. How relevant is that for today’s Australian

primarily given over to a RC governance workshop,
Australian Institute of Company Directors’ Good

Governance framework (roles and responsibilities,
purpose and strategy, risk, organisation

performance, board composition and effectiveness,
integrity and accountability, organisation building,

culture and ethics, engagement with stakeholders).
With upcoming changes in key personnel (see

my From the Regional Head article on pages 4

to 7), RC is utilising the opportunity to review the
TSA’s core administrative requirements and how

also refer to our heritage, the Templer Journey if

society? Such questions aren’t easily answered,

but for some guarantee around our future, I believe

we need the TSA to speak to and appeal to others,
something that enables our community to survive
and to grow.

I’ve already communicated this and that we’re

looking at our structure (Office and RC) and way of
doing things (governance) to the TGD. It is a work
in progress.

these can best be met. At this stage, the thinking

But before getting too far “down the track”, it

incumbent would have oversight and control of all

(as it governs everything else) and be better

is through an Executive Officer (EO) position. The

TSA administrative tasks, being responsible to and
interfacing with RC.

You may have read or heard about our work around
“re-visioning” what the TSA represents – an answer
to the significant question: What are we actually

here for? This exercise will involve the membership
and is not envisaged to create a radical shift in our
identity, belief or values, but rather a reshaping
through modern and inclusive language.

In the past, our “purpose” has been stated as

was decided that our “purpose” be looked at

comprehended by all with an interest in the TSA

(see also the indented paragraph of Herta Uhlherr’s
reunion article in the May Templer Talk, page 19).
Rainer Busch, working with us as a consultant,

uses the analogy of the TSA as a large ocean liner
– where it’s not necessarily a case of changing
direction, but rather being very clear and open
about where we’re heading.

I therefore urge all readers to remain abreast of
developments around these important topics.

seeking the kingdom of God (as expressed in our

Mark Herrmann | Regional Head | P: 03 9557 6713 | E: mark@templesociety.org.au
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COMMUNITY CARE

Martina Eaton

The rain is drenching our garden as I write this and
we are wrapped in our winter warmers! Our veggie
patch is thriving and I look forward to harvesting
beetroot, broccoli and cauliflower in the coming
months.

As the leaves have started to fall over the last

month or two, I am reminded of how changeable
life sometimes is. In late April our beloved dog

Cody passed away. At the age of nearly thirteen,
the time came where we had to let her go. It

was heartbreaking. She was a very clever dog; a

Schnauzer/Poodle (Schnoodle), who always knew

when someone was sad. With a wag of her tail and
a cuddle, she would make you smile again or keep

Lucy Rose into our home and our family, we feel,

best friends and we miss her terribly. Anyway, as I

Lucy gets older and we train her to be a therapy

cuddling you until you relaxed. She was one of our
said, life is changeable. One night in early May we

heard that someone had some Spoodle puppies for
sale (Spaniel/Poodle). Despite not feeling ready for
a new family member just yet, we said we would

with the blessing of our girl Cody. Hopefully, as

dog, you may see her pop in for a visit sometimes

at CHAMPION, or at a TSA event. Feel free to come
up for a cuddle (from Lucy!) and a chat with me.

have a look with NO INTENTION to buy one. So off

The Women’s Retreat is almost booked out. I have

We walked in and sat down on the ground. Each of

nature walk on the Saturday morning to share their

we went as a family to have some puppy cuddles.
the nine pups in the litter came up to us, the boys
rolling all over each other wrestling and the girls
clambering up for kisses and cuddles. The lady

selling the dogs went inside to put dinner on and

all the pups followed her to the back door except

organised a Wurundjeri elder to guide us on our

Aboriginal history and culture with us. This is going
to be such a great experience. I hope you can

come along! Let me know if you would like to join
us.

for this one little black puppy with a white star

I will be rescheduling the Hands up for Gender

of us a cuddle and a little lick on the chin. As the

able to make it last month on a Thursday night. It

on her chest. She came over and gave all three

lady walked outside again, her own dog followed
her out. “Cody, go back inside,” she said. We all
looked at each other. We had never met another

dog called Cody and we saw this as the sign our
family needed to open up our hearts and let this

little girl into our lives. So that night we welcomed

Equality discussion after we only had three people
would be great if you could contact me if this is

something you would like to attend, indicating what
day or evening works best for you. Sometime in
July or August perhaps?
Keep warm!

Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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How it works
Collect food and
toiletries to donate
Drop off your items at
one of 3 locations:

DONATIONS NEEDED!

Bayswater Community
Hall (CHAMPION)
51 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater
Bentleigh TSA Office
152 Tucker Road
Bentleigh
TTHA (Reception)
31-41 Elizabeth Street
Bayswater

CHAMPION Winter Food
and Toiletries Drive
Support CHAMPION and its emergency food relief service by
spreading awareness of people living below the poverty line and
in crisis situations such as homelessness and unemployment.

How can I help?
It’s simple! Collect assorted food and toiletry items throughout
winter and drop them off at a collection point before Wednesday
29 August.

Your generosity really could make all
the difference to someone’s life.

Last day for drop-off
Wednesday 29 August

Contact us
Martina Eaton
M: 0433 335 815
E: champion@
templesociety.org.au
Find out more about us
www.templesociety.org.au/
champion

Follow us
www.facebook.com/
templesociety.org.au

YOUTH
BENTLEIGH HALL DROP-IN NIGHT
FRIDAY, JUNE 8
Come down for the Hall night on June 8. This time it’s
Bentleigh’s turn. Grab some food, play some
games and music and hang out with friends.
Cost: $0
Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm
Travel: Available depending on numbers.
Please RSVP

SONNWENDFEIER
SATURDAY, JUNE 23
Our winter solstice celebration is on again with the
popular bonfire, lantern parade, damper making and
fun family time.
For all details about the evening please see the flyer
on page 22.
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Cath Shelley
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As requested at the end of
Summer/Youth Camp, we
will be running a Sleep-out
Bonfire Night over the last
weekend of the school
holidays.
You can bring your music,
food, camping gear and
dance the night away
around the bonfire in the
country (just an hour from
Melbourne).
Cost: between $20 to $40
(TBC). Includes dinner,
breakfast and travel costs
only
Note: This will not go
ahead unless Youth
register their interest and we have an adequate
number - by June 20!

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?
This year is just getting started, from TSA’s
very own Minute to Win it to Freaky Friday
celebrations as well as Go Karting.
If you’re viewing this online, click here to see
some videos!

Go-Karting Pre-Helmets!

n
i
n
i
jo fun
the

VOLUNTEERS
SONNWENDFEIER
SATURDAY, JUNE 23

BUS DRIVER
JULY 14 TO 15

Winter is a time for bonfires, damper
making and fun family time – but we
need the youth help to do it! I’m
looking for lantern parade helpers,
chocolate, glow stick and hot dog
sellers! Please let Cath know if
you can help!

Looking for a bus driver for the
Sleepout to get our youth to and
from the venue.
Please let Cath know if you are
available or if you have a
parent/uncle/cousin who is
interested!

For all details and enquiries about the Youth Program please contact:
Cath Shelley, Youth & Activities Coordinator
M: 0468 338 655 | E: activities@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY FAITH
Recent weeks have seen connections in the
West Ryde area expand. Sydney Community
Focus Group members support our chapel and
hall being offered to new hirers, provided their
activities are compatible with TSA values. In other
words, the groups accessing our spaces would
involve their own volunteers and professionals in
improving various aspects of social, spiritual and
cultural life, typically aiming to build stronger, more
resilient local communities and to extend learning
opportunities.
One of the existing hirer groups at Meadowbank
fits this bill admirably: Primary Ethics. With our
facilities used for training once or twice a month,
a summary of this group’s main activities follows. I
acknowledge the Primary Ethics website for some
of this text and the blessing of coordinator Karen
Lee.

Ingrid Hoffmann
just a love of learning and a genuine rapport with
young people.
Training consists of two-day workshops and short
online modules with lesson materials provided.
Suitable volunteers have an interest in children’s
education and in the development of critical
thinking skills, making themselves available weekly
to teach a half-hour class.
In ethics classes, children learn how to think
logically, disagree respectfully and support their
arguments with evidence, rather than act according
to blind habit or peer pressure. Children discuss
topics such as: imagining how others feel; how
we treat living things; defining what is laziness;
how we disagree in a respectful way and, just as
importantly, fairness.

This valuable work puts me in mind of my many
recent discussions with individual Templers about
their own ethical compass. As contemporary
Templers, we take on an individual responsibility
to find the meaning that shapes our own lives,
incorporating humanist and rationalist views as well
as Christian ideals and hence a natural alignment
with Primary Ethics.

Primary Ethics is a not-for-profit organisation
through which volunteers receive fully approved
training to design curriculum for the ethics program
in NSW primary schools. This skills-based program
supports the work of parents, carers and teachers
by giving children the confidence and skills to
talk about ethical issues with those around them.
Volunteers don’t need a teaching or philosophy
background to become a Primary Ethics teacher,

A final brief observation about Primary Ethics is
that, as a voluntary movement, it sits in a quasipolitical context. In Australia, which of course has a
secular constitution, Religious Instruction remains
an area of debate and whether it is included or
not as a part of the school curriculum can be
contentious. Regardless, the NSW Department of
Education website names Primary Ethics as the
approved provider for special education in ethics

(K-6), which can be offered as a secular alternative
to special religious education.

Ingrid Hoffmann | Sydney Community Faith Facilitator | M: 0448 930 573 | E: ingrid@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY CARE

Jan Johnson

We are now halfway into the year – winter has

will be approved, giving us a head start towards

in Australia. I hope those who need to have had

the piano fund. More details about the Market Day

finally arrived after some unusually warm weather
their flu shots already. Martina Eaton mentioned
this in the last Templer Talk; early vaccination is

fundraising for the day. Any proceeds will go into
in the near future.

vital for those who are susceptible, the very young

Strathfield Symphony Orchestra hosts quarterly

so, please make an appointment to see your

are showcasing Handel’s Messiah on Sunday,

and those aged over 65 years. If you haven’t done
doctor as soon as possible!

performances to the public – this year they

September 16 at 2.30pm. If you would like to

go, please give me a call so I can organise an

We had an enjoyable day last month in

Meadowbank for our Family Picnic Day – Ingrid

Turner presented a short service that included our
old and young people in an interactive forum. For

online booking for you. It is an affordable cultural
experience – only $30 adults, $20 concession or
seniors and $80 per family.

our picnic lunch we had assorted do-it-yourself

Due to popular demand, our next Templer

Ingrid, left over from her amazing Murder Mystery

Parramatta. Everyone enjoyed the last one in

wraps. Much of the ingredients were donated by
birthday party last month. Thank you Ingrid for

donating some of the food; this enabled us to raise
more funds for the new piano needed.

This coming month Ingrid Hoffmann will be leading
the Founding Day Service, an overview of the

history and beginnings of the Temple Society.

Come along! Ingrid has something special in store
for us.

Seniors’ Group will be at Blacktown this month; I

was thinking it would be nice to celebrate people’s
birthdays each month we meet…what do you

think? Feedback is always encouraged. If you

would like to have an outing once or twice a year

instead of the usual lunch, let me know – I have a
couple of places in mind that might be nice.

Ingrid Hoffmann and the Sydney Community Focus

Night Out will be at El Phoenician Restaurant,
March, but said they preferred El Phoenician. This
will be on July 27. Save the date!

You may have noticed we have a defibrillator
on the kitchen bench. This is a machine we

will hopefully never need to use, but is a good
safeguard if there is a cardiac emergency. It is
not a scary instrument – it talks you through

the situation if it is ever needed. My recent First
Aid update course took us through the process
– basically anyone can use it by following the

instructions. If you would like to learn more, please
ask at any time. If enough people are interested,

there is a possibility of having a trainer come to the
hall and give instruction for free, or we can attend
one of their information days.
Stay warm and well, folks!

Group is organising a Market Day in September.

Ingrid has applied for a grant – fingers crossed it
Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

Winter is coming and CHAMPION is heating

12.00pm. I’ve heard those who complete each

up. We have more clients coming through our

session might receive a gift from Martina. Bookings

doors than ever before. We have been blessed

are essential since everyone has their own

with continued donations to help keep up with

workbook, calculator and other resources.

the growing numbers. We still find that we are
running out of a few staples, but hopefully with our
upcoming Winter Food Appeal, we can stock up
on some of the more sought-after foods. We will
be contacting local businesses and schools to ask
for their assistance with this drive. If you know of
any places that would be interested in collecting
donations, please contact us and we can send the
information through. Any donation, big or small,

CHAMPION has been having issues getting fruit
and vegetables for our clients from Second Bite.
At this stage we do not have a supplier for these
healthy cooking and eating necessities. We are
trying to find an alternative supplier for a weekly
donation of fruit and vegetables. Depending on
your location, we may be able to collect from
you. Do you have a good relationship with your

helps and is greatly appreciated.

greengrocer and would they be happy to donate a

Our free immunisation days have now finished.

a surplus of produce in your garden? We would

We successfully immunised around 50 adults and

LOVE to chat to you and, of course, if you need

children in our local neighbourhood against four

a letter for a local business who may be willing to

diverse flu strains. A big thank you to Soraya,

donate, we can provide this!

box of fruit and veggies occasionally? Do you have

who is one of our volunteers and is also the
Community Health Nurse at EACH, for giving us
this opportunity. Hopefully, we are able to offer
this again next year and may be able to work in
collaboration with EACH on other ventures in
future.
Our cooking classes started a week late, but have
been going strongly since. They will be finishing on
June 11, so there’s still time to drop in to a class
and have some fun learning different cooking skills
and making the most of what is in your pantry and
fridge.
Budgeting classes will be starting on June 27
and finishing on August 1. These will be held in
the school rooms in Bayswater from 10.00am to

Want to help this month?
This month we are asking around for places and
people to support our Winter Food Appeal. If
you can help in any way, please let us know.
Donations of goods needed this month include
fruit and vegetables (lemons, herbs, anything!),
coffee, 2-minute noodles, tinned tuna and pasta
sauces. If you are able to donate any of these
or other food or non-perishables, it would be
welcomed.

Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo

TTHA

May was also a month full of some wonderful

activities for residents and our Home Care Services
clients. As the weather has been getting colder, our
movie afternoons are proving very popular and a

Winter has truly set in now with lots of rain watering

great opportunity for residents to come together

we are not letting the weather stop our wonderful

was also a lovely celebration for residents and their

always high when out and about. Recent drives to

coming through our doors. Families enjoyed a

both welcomed outings, with everyone enjoying the

were treated to a gift.

fresh air in beautiful surroundings.

PARO the robotic seal continues to be popular

May was a month to really celebrate all of our

comfort. PARO simulates animal therapy and has

Day. We took the time to recognise the people who

dementia. PARO will soon need to be sent back

To show them true appreciation from everyone they

purchase PARO at a cost of $8,000. Please support

our gardens and bitterly cold winds! However,

and relax in our communal areas. Mother’s Day

scenic drives or our shopping trips. Spirits are

families. There were many bouquets of flowers

the Lysterfield Lake Park and Lilydale Lake were

delicious meal in our dining room and all mothers

breaks of sunshine when they appeared and the

with our residents, visiting rooms and providing

wonderful staff, May 12 being International Nurses

many benefits, mainly focused on residents with

give the most amazing care to all of our residents.

to Dementia Australia, so we need your help to

care for and work with, we invited our fantastic

us by making a tax deductible donation to TTHA.

nurses to an afternoon tea.

Please remember our Café is open Tuesday,

May 21-27 was National Volunteer Week and we

Thursday and Sunday from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. We

an afternoon tea in our Café and a gift to show

every day of the week (from 11:00am to 4:00pm)

culture at TTHA, and without them many of our

you to come in, enjoy a coffee or tea and sample

take this opportunity to thank our volunteers for all

goodies produced in our kitchen.

friendly faces always bring smiles to the residents

If you or someone you know needs help at home

thanked all of our hard-working volunteers with

are currently working on the logistics of opening it

our appreciation. They really create a wonderful

and will communicate our progress. We encourage

programs would not be possible. I would like to

some of the beautiful treats and yummy homemade

the incredible work they do. Their assistance and
they work with. Thank you!

or is interested in joining our Social Support Group,
please come in and have a chat with our TTHA at
Home team or call 8720 1338.

Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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FROM THE
COMMUNITY

Class of ’63 Reunion
Brigitte Salwat

I came home from our second confirmation reunion

Of course, this could happen regardless of venue,

on May 5 feeling happy and contented after a

but we all agreed that the Community room at the

successful and enjoyable evening. There had been

Bayswater Hall was eminently suitable. It not only

thirteen of us in total, a comfortable number for

kept costs down, allowing wider participation, but

getting around to everyone and enough to make it

more importantly it fostered conversation: we had

viable.

it to ourselves, could move around freely and could

I’d gone there wondering whether we’d have

actually hear each other.

sufficient conversation. After all prior to last

The catering, too, was good quality, with a choice

year’s reunion many of us had been separated for

of two meats and a variety of vegetables that

decades and hadn’t made contact since last year

weren’t just steamed. Thanks to Kellie Herrmann

either. But, pleasant surprise, conversation flowed

for a great job there.

freely and was lively. It was clear that we are who
we are largely due to our upbringing. It was more
than sharing half-forgotten memories. It was similar
views and expectations of life. We could bounce
off each other and felt comfortable in each other’s
company.
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So I conclude with a big thanks to Otto Aberle, who
once again organised it so capably and generously.
I think whatever your goals were, Otto, you must
feel they were achieved.

Buxton Men’s Advance
What a fun weekend it was, bringing back

memories of youth in the Jugendgruppe. I drove

up to Buxton early on the cold Saturday morning,

Helmut Imberger

also had some challenging sections. I’m sure we all
enjoyed the hike and were glad to have done it.

arriving as the men were eating breakfast around

Back in the bus, we drove to Marysville for lunch

to do a hike in the Cathedral Range this morning

had started a strange game, the name of which I

the camp fire. It had been decided the night before
so, soon after breakfast, Rolf drove us in the bus
up to the Sugarloaf Saddle car park.

The hike to the Sugarloaf Saddle is probably my
favourite short hike and I’ve done it many times
over many years. Every time I go there it looks

different and I take a wrong turn, or miss a turn.
The last time I did this walk it was completely

changed, as it was not too long after the Black

Saturday fires, the signs of which are now almost
gone.

and then back to the camp. Here some of the men
can’t remember (KLOPP! ed). Then, suddenly, a

pile of tennis racquets appeared and Tony asked if
I wanted to play tennis. I was keen but unsure as
I hadn’t played tennis for ten years or more. That
didn’t matter though, because none of us (Tony,

Gary and Heinz) had played for a long time and, as
it turned out, we all seemed fairly evenly matched,
making for a very fun game. Unfortunately, Tony

suddenly sat down on the court because he took a

bad step and twisted his ankle, so Thomas took his
place.

Some of the other guys had also done this walk,

I was only a visitor for the day, so drove home

challenge. We all warmed up quickly as it was

itching to go for a ride on the motorbike and

but most hadn’t, so for them it was an unknown

uphill with plenty of big boulders to scramble over
and some ‘rock climbing’, so we stopped for a

short breather about halfway up. Then we were

faced with the first challenge: squeezing through
Wells Cave and emerging at the other end right

next to a cliff. Another short breather and on to the
next challenge: more scrambling up a rock face.

But the biggest challenge (for some) was entering a
crevasse and climbing out of it to reach the top of

the Saddle. We took our time and everyone made it

again before dark, but Sunday morning I was

decided to visit again, arriving there mid-morning
while preparations were underway for some tree-

felling (dead trees burnt during the fires) in order to
replenish the camp firewood pile. Heinz and Rolf

did the tree-felling while others did the splitting and
moving of the timber.

As I was again a visitor, I didn’t stay for lunch but

continued my ride via Alexandra to Yea and home.

unscathed.

It really was a most enjoyable weekend!

We took a longer rest at the top with the inevitable

See all the photos at: www.photos.app.goo.gl/

photo session, enjoying the unique view through
the smoke haze from the burning off that was

uExdpX2jCaKhuLQt2

happening all around and blocking the usual

outlook to Marysville and Mt St Leonard. The way
down via the Canyon Track was much easier, but
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Mother’s Day Luncheon

On May 8, the Frauenverein hosted their annual

A big thanks to all who made Mother’s Day so

daughters, nieces, female relatives or friends to

the service in the Chapel was a wonderful way to

lives and our community.

in our community and the wider world around us. It

Starting off with a glass of champagne, we feasted

but about all who big-heartedly provide care. It

to some lovely music, stories and poems. We then

care for others on each and every day.

birthday in May.

Jessica, even though you were not there in

Many thanks to Dot Ware, Gisela Schmidt and

was a wonderful reminder. Your teamwork with

run so smoothly and the hall look so gorgeous.

Day. Monika, the piano playing rounded out the

everyone had a lovely day. Congratulations to the

adjourned to the Bayswater Hall to be greeted by

Mother’s Day lunch where the ladies invite

celebrate mothers and their contribution to our

on pizza, fruit and cakes this year whilst listening

sang songs chosen by the people who celebrate a

special. Firstly, to our Elders Theo and Jessica:

reflect on all those who perform ‘mothering roles’

wasn’t just for those of us who have had children,
reminded us to regularly think about those who

person, seeing your smiling face on the big screen

their team of merry helpers who made the day

Theo provided a wonderful start to our Mother’s

The cyclamen on the tables looked beautiful and

service so beautifully. After many a hug, we then

lucky winners of the plants.

Cath’s cheery smile, canapés served by Liam and

Many thanks to the Victorian Multicultural

company of family and friends in a very relaxed,

Bailey on repeat and the opportunity to enjoy the

Commission for their grant that pays for this

warm and comfortable environment.

guests consider joining the Frauenverein so that

The amazing lunch prepared by Karin and Phil was

If you would be interested in joining on a regular

enjoy it again on another night! Thanks to my family

information. I hope everyone had a lovely Mother’s

thankful for and much to be proud of. Please don’t

luncheon each year. It is hoped that each of the

this wonderful group can continue into the future.

wonderful. The leftovers purchased mean we can

basis, please contact Dot Ware or me for more

for joining me on the day. The TSA has much to be

Day!

take our community for granted. Many ‘community
hands’ spent many hours working to ensure this

Martina Eaton

Mother’s Day played out in impeccable fashion.

Marianne Herrmann
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TGD NEWS

Obituary for Yoel Amir
From the end of the Templers’ time in the Holy

city centre. The collector’s story was published (in

Land, the collection of antiquities from the

2006) in a splendid volume – with an introduction

settlement period became a new hobby among

by Haim Goren – under the title Holy Land Scenes

Israelis. The most prominent of them, Yoel Amir,

1906 (the book’s front cover is shown above).

died in Israel at the end of March.

Templer tour groups often met with Yoel in Israel.

A connection between Yoel and the TGD existed

The final chapter of his historical work came last

for over 20 years. We learned that he collected

year with the transfer to the TSA – which cannot be

postcards, envelopes, stamps, tourist memorabilia

overestimated – of a postal collection.

and other philatelic material. This led to research
and published essays on travel and mail traffic
between the then Palestine and Germany. My

We remain indebted to Yoel Amir for his many
historical findings.

acquaintance with him stemmed from a meeting

Translated (and abridged) from Peter Lange’s

on the occasion of Professor Haim Goren’s historic

article (Warte 174/05, pp 76-77)

lecture conference in 2007.
Hung on the walls in the foyer of the convention
centre in Jerusalem are numerous coloured images
of the Holy Land from earlier times. I discovered
from Amir that these pictures were part of an album
the brothers Friedrich and Christian Imberger had
sold to tourists in the early 20th century.

In the April Templer Talk, Doris Frank extended
sincere condolences to Yoel’s family, writing of
the generous donation of his extensive collection
of albums – The Postal Story of the Templers’
Settlement in Palestine (1868-1948) – to the TSA
Archives. An exhibition of this work was held in the
Bayswater Chapel in August 2017.

Yoel never tired of finding out everything about the
creation of this album, from the photographer of
the pictures and the printing technology used to
the shop the Imbergers sold the album from in the
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NOTICES

Aeroplane at Colombo from Cyprus, January 1949
Photo courtesy of the Struve Collection

FOUNDING DAY SERVICE
Sunday, June 24 at 10.00am
Bayswater Chapel

COMING
SERVICES
Sunday, June 10

Founding Day is an important date in the Temple Society year.

It is a time for us to remember and give thanks to the very first
Templers, who recognised the importance of community and
communal goals in bringing about a better world for all, that

TTHA Service
10.30am
Elder: Herta Uhlherr

which they called the Kingdom of God.

This year we are also celebrating the end of the Talking Templer

program (see page 24), with some participants contributing and

assisting with the service. The service will be followed by a light
lunch to provide an opportunity for informal ‘Talking Templer’ to
continue.

Sunday, June 24
Founding Day Service
Bayswater Chapel
10.00am
Elder: Renate Beilharz

To assist with catering, please register at the TSA Office tsa@

templesociety.org.au or 9557 6713 if you are planning to attend

the luncheon. The cost will be $10 per person. You may wish to
bring a bottle of wine to share with others.

For more information, please contact Renate Beilharz at
beilharz.renate@gmail.com or phone 0439 562 802.

		

Sunday, June 24
Founding Day Service
Meadowbank
10.30am
Elder: Ingrid Hoffmann
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WORKSHOPS ON THE FAITH AND PHILOSOPHY
UNDERPINNING THE TEMPLE SOCIETY 2018
Talking Templer continued in May with lively

Talking Templer will culminate at the Founding

discussions on God and Prayer, Jesus and the

Day service on Sunday, June 24, 10.00am. The

Bible. We debated traditional and progressive

service will be followed by a light lunch to provide

views, each of us considering our own personal

an opportunity for informal ‘Talking Templer’ to

understandings.

continue. If you are planning to attend the
luncheon, please also register at the TSA Office.

Talking Templer discussions continue. You are

The cost will be $10 per person. You may wish to

welcome to participate.

bring a bottle of wine to share with others.

• Friday, June 1 Temple Society – a brief history
• Friday, June 15 Temple Society Australia – a faith
community for the 21st century
All sessions take place in the Bayswater Chapel at
7.30pm. Transport is available from Bentleigh
Please register at the TSA Office tsa@

For more information, please contact Renate
Beilharz (details below).
A second Talking Templer program is planned
for later this year, as a series of online webinars,
probably on a Friday night. Interested? Please let
Renate know.

templesociety.org.au or 9557 6713 if you want a lift

Renate Beilharz

from Bentleigh.

E: beilharz.renate@gmail.com
M: 0439 562 802
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AUSTRALIAN GERMAN
TEMPLER EXCHANGE
Are you interested in travelling to Germany and improving your
German language skills? Do you want to learn more about the
Temple Society and your heritage, meet some wonderful people and
broaden your horizons?

Picturesque village enroute to Aach

If you answered yes to these questions, you should consider
applying for the Australian German Templer Exchange. The program
involves attending a German language course and time spent
with Templer families in Stuttgart over a 3 to 4 month period. As
a previous exchange recipient, I can highly recommend it to any
young Templers – it really was a fantastic experience!
We are currently accepting applications for next year’s exchange.
Timing of the exchange is flexible.

Enjoying a German café breakfast

Applicants need to be (or become) a TSA member and be 18 years
of age or older before departure. If you have any questions about
the program or if you’d like a copy of the application form, please
send me an email or give me a call. Applications close June 30.

Melissa English
AGTE Coordinator
M: 0409 540 076
E: melissa.english5@gmail.com

On the terrace with Ludwig Beilharz

BEREAVEMENT
Einschlafen dürfen, wenn man das Leben nicht mehr selbst
gestalten kann, ist der Weg zur Freiheit und Trost für alle.
(Anonym)
Walter Klink
1. September 1928 - 18. Mai 2018
In Liebe nehmen wir Abschied
Marieanne
Michael und Nina mit Lukas und Jonathan
Matthias und Natalie mit Linus und Julius
sowie alle Verwandte und Freunde
Traueradresse: Klink, Tilsiter Str 12, 70736 Fellbach, Germany
		

SYDNEY
EVENTS
Friday, June 8
Seniors’ Group
11.45am
Blacktown Workers Sports Club

Sunday, June 24
Founding Day Service
10.30am
Elder: Ingrid Hoffmann
Meadowbank

Templer Talk June 2018

25

BIRTHDAYS
Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
Silver

Helga Anderson			80
Hartmut Beck			81
Skaidrite Blaich			84

Bertram Löbert and Ruth Fluhr were
married on June 3, 1993.

Emerald

Robin and Iris Pyne were married

Heinz Edelmaier			79

on June 22, 1963.		

Roland Hapke			91

Emerald

Trudy Herrmann			90
Heinz-Dieter Herrmann		

75

Regina Imberger			80
Werner Jeserer			90

Harald and Nella Kruck were
married on June 1, 1963.

Diamond

Alfred and Alwyn Steltenkamp were
married on June 26, 1958.

Alfred Klink			87
Lilli Kuhnle			92
Jakoba (Cookie) Minzenmay

76

Helga Sawatzky			92
Werner Steller			84
Lothar Streker			89

We offer hearty

congratulations to you all

ROSTERS
Bentleigh Lawnmowing
Saturday, June 9
Peter Imberger

Charlotte Trefz			98

Paul Katz

Gerhard (Sam) Weller		

Bayswater Lawnmowing
Sunday, June 17

81

Gunter Weller			84
Hugo Weller			92
Ursula Wurm			86
und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten

Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen
Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

Heinz Vollmer
Andy Walch

Bayswater Flowers
Sunday, June 24
Gerda Knaub
Helga Löbert

Bayswater Morning Tea
Sunday, June 24
Gisela Bulach
Imy Loebert
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June 2018
1

FRI

Talking Templer: Temple Society – a brief history Ba Chapel 7.30pm

5

TUE

Be RC Budgets Be 7.30pm

8

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Blacktown Workers Sports Club 11.45am
Telelink 2.30pm
Youth Drop-in Night Be 7.00pm

10

SUN

TTHA Service 10.30am

11

MON

Queen’s Birthday

12

TUE

June Templer Reflections published
Be Frauenverein 12.00 noon

13

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

15

FRI

18

MON

22

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

23

SAT

Sonnwendfeier Ba

24

SUN

27

WED

29

FRI

Talking Templer: Temple Society Australia – a faith community for the
21st century Ba Chapel 7.30pm
July Templer Talk deadline

Ba Founding Day Service 10.00am
Sy Founding Day Service 10.30am

Budgeting Workshop Ba 10.00am to 12.00pm
Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm
Term 2 ends (Vic)

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

