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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Herta Uhlherr

Not long ago that was our wish for one another. This set me

pondering: what makes us happy and for how long? Is there
something that gives you lasting joy?

What made me feel grateful and blessed – and deeply happy –

were the Templer community’s Advent and Christmas gatherings:
contributors, from littlies to oldies. The choirs sang exceptionally

Glocken nie klingen... In 1961, this bell was a gift for the Boronia Hall
on Sunday mornings, and there are still some who remember the

bells in our Palestine communities. Hearing our bell made me happy!
On Christmas Eve in our lounge room, we all sing before we open

presents. My heart was happy that our Australian grandchildren and
in-laws valiantly sing the German carols off the song sheets, as well
as the English ones. And there is warm joy in all the hugs, too.

Our relationships with humans (and other friendly creatures) can be a
core source of joy.

Copy Deadline, Issue 56
Monday 19 February, 2018
All submissions and correspondence
to: Angela Woodburn
Communication & Promotion
Temple Society Australia
152 Tucker Road

Beset daily by so much suffering and turmoil in the world, how,

Bentleigh VIC 3204

instead of despairing, can we cultivate more joy? Some try

E: angela@templesociety.org.au

buy more which is then discarded – how long does that satisfy

www.templesociety.org.au

escapism, constant distraction, hedonism – eat, drink and be merry,
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our hearts’ deep hunger? One antidote is doing
things mindfully, being fully present, savouring the
moment. This can help us to be grateful for all the
small pleasures and the modest, yet astonishing
beauty we might otherwise not notice. Gratitude
enables joy.
Some people get through hardship and suffering
better than others. What makes the difference is
their attitude, their approach. Scientists suggest
that our brains have evolved with a negative
bias, because of the advantage for survival of
focusing on what is wrong or dangerous. Gratitude
counteracts this tendency – it allows us to see
what is good and right. We can then choose to
pay more attention to positives, and stress less.
The results of a Perils of Perception survey (The
Age, 7.1.2018) covering 38 countries showed
people “consistently overestimate negatives and
underestimate positives”, so worry a lot more than
they need to. Misperceptions and prejudices are
mindsets that do not help us be happy. In contrast,
when we are grateful – how fortunate I am to
be alive! – we are less fearful, less envious, less
aggressive, less violent.
Even tragic cirumstances can turn into
opportunities; they can also make us stronger and
more resilient, and help us to really appreciate
moments of joy. We naturally protect our children
from pain and suffering, but thereby also prevent
them discovering their inner strength and
developing survival strategies. When a disaster
strikes, spoiled young people are the first to give
up, not having tested and developed their capacity
to endure until the crisis is over – for it, too, will
pass.
Suffering can embitter or ennoble, depending on
whether one can find even a little bit of meaning
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in the experience. It can also make one more
understanding, humble, tolerant and kind.
Humour can relieve stress and allow people to
cope, even in seriously difficult situations. Mark
Twain said, “The human race has one really
effective weapon, and that is laughter.” A proper
sense of humour and especially the ability to notice
and laugh at our own peccadillos can defuse
tension and bring people together. But cruel
“jokes” and ridicule can cause devastating harm.
Compassion and generosity can both be cultivated
and provide the (unconditional) giver as well as the
receiver joy. I’m sure our CHAMPION people would
agree.
Another path to joy is expanding our narrow
perspective – noticing more of the many different
angles of any event. We can move from selfabsorption (I, me, mine) to a broader outlook (we,
us, ours) and a greater appreciation of human
interdependence and our relationship to the whole.
This also benefits our health, as a study has shown
that the ego-driven have more heart attacks than
those who also focus on the well-being of others.
For instance, when you are stuck in traffic, road
rage can make you explode. Or you can remember
that the other drivers are fellow humans with their
own fears and worries. You can send them a
blessing to help them cope. Not dwelling on your
own frustration or pain somehow makes you feel
better.
We could educate ourselves and the young for joy
by encouraging generosity, warm-heartedness and
kindness. Practising and modelling such behaviour
every day will make a big difference. Since we
humans are not yet perfect, expecting ourselves
and others to be so, and beating ourselves up
when we are not, is neither useful nor happy-

making. The “miserable sinner” teaching has
caused much fear and anxiety, as do implications
that make us feel we are not good enough. We are
unique and have value just as we are at this stage
of our lives.
Is it possible to have compassion for trolls, bullies
and harassers, to see their insecurity and need for
self-validation when they put others down or harm
them? They are creating serious negative karma
for themselves, according to Buddhist belief. Are
we able to forgive them, which does not mean we
accept or approve of wrongdoing; it does mean
leaving the past behind and stopping their power
over us, so we are able to heal. It’s not easy and it
takes time, but the human spirit has a nobility that
can be cultivated.
A stunning example: When the Dalai Lama made
his very dangerous escape from Tibet in 1959, as
the Chinese army was shooting and destroying
his culture, many Tibetans were arrested. About
130 were sent to remote gulags, sentenced to
hard labour, as Stalin had banished people to
Siberia. They were freezing, always hungry and
cruelly tortured. After 18 years, the Dalai Lama’s

friend was one of only 20 survivors. This devout
monk said what he feared most was losing his
compassion for his cruel tormentors and so losing
his humanity. His spiritual practice had reinforced
his capacity for compassion and patience, his
human qualities.
There are many who want to be good people and
make the world a better place. May they, and
we, grow in love and inner strength, practising
compassion, generosity, patience and forgiveness,
so that we can all flourish and have a happy new
year for humanity.
“Happiness is when what you think, what you say
and what you do are in harmony”
– Mahatma Gandhi
Some of the ideas and examples come from The
Book of Joy, Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World, by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, with Douglas Abrams,
2016. Despite their hardships – or, they would say,
because of them – they are two of the most joyful
people on Earth.
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REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE
December’s RC forum (with Focus Group
involvement as the first component) was
conducted as an Extended Regional Council
meeting. It gave each Focus Group represented the
opportunity to report highlights for 2017, intentions/
goals for 2018 and any concerns/issues faced.
Matters raised included:
•

Sourcing a suitable upgrade to the Archive’s
AskSam software

•

The pending Bayswater Hall roof replacement

•

Running a basic CPR course including
defibrillator use

•

Implementation of the music scholarship
program (utilising existing funds of the Brass
Ensemble)

•

A web and digital presence as a means of
reaching our youth, but with its intent flowing to
a physical presence – their future engagement
and community participation is the focus

•

Planning a “faith perspective workshop series
for adults”

•

Ingrid Hoffmann’s highly anticipated
appointment in Sydney

•

Marketing and a specific welcome/introductory
process for new participants or visitors to the
TSA

Given the regular changeover of Focus Group
personnel, and the desire to improve the induction
process for new Focus Group members, a
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Mark Herrmann
workshop early in 2018 is proposed. It is hoped to
also incorporate governance issues and a review of
the general TSA structure.
Focus Group leaders and members were thanked
for their considerable efforts over the course of the
year.
The December meeting concluded with other
matters being discussed in the presence of RC
members only.
The TSA’s Participation Protection Policy has been
revised to include several legislative changes that
have occurred in the areas of child safety and
reportable conduct. The updated policy will be
issued to all German Language School staff, Focus
Group members, child and youth activity leaders
and any relevant volunteers.
An additional RC meeting (held in the week
before Christmas) then served to clarify the
understandings around and, ultimately, to confirm
the decisions taken in respect of TTHA’s land rental
at Bayswater.
Rather than setting the ubiquitous New Year’s
resolutions, the January newsletter from the
Australian Red Cross encourages the making of
promises worth keeping. They suggest setting
goals to volunteer, to help others and to help
yourself. And from the book Keep calm and pedal
on I received for my birthday, comes the following
Doug Bradbury quote: “The best rides are the ones
where you bite off much more than you can chew,
and live through it.”
Best wishes for 2018

COMMUNITY CARE
Welcome to 2018! This is going to be such a

fantastic year, and I invite all of you to embrace

the fantastic opportunities our community offers

Martina Eaton

time to join in. I look forward to catching up with
each of you throughout the year!

for participation, fellowship, giving, learning and

Our Women’s Retreat is being held from September

it is work (at home or outside of the home),

weekend. So, if this is something you would like

sharing. Many of us lead very busy lives – whether
babysitting grandchildren, education, gardening

and maintaining our homes, volunteering, sport,
holidays, caring for elderly relatives or raising

children – it is easy to think we are too busy to

attend a meeting once every 4-6 weeks or come
along to a community event to support the TSA.

The reality is, as Mark said a while ago in a Templer
Talk article – we have exactly the same amount of

14 to 16 and I have some fantastic plans for that

to know more about or sign up for, please contact

me, and I will put you on the mailing list. This event
books out quickly and, at this stage, will be held in
Shoreham on the Mornington Peninsula (TBC). We

also have a Facebook group which you may like to
join to be updated more regularly and for choosing
the activities that will be happening. Go to www.
facebook.com/groups/1636708303288049/

time as our predecessors! No more, and no less.

The Men’s Advance is coming up from April 20 to

some help or an invitation to a TSA event you make

the article on page 20.

Therefore, I ask that next time you see a call-out for

22. If you would like more information, please see

Telelink will be held on February 2 and 16 at

2.30pm. It would be lovely to have some new

voices on the other end of the phone, and we

welcome both men and women to participate! It is
held fortnightly, for one hour only, and topics are
varied and interesting.
Keep smiling!

CHAMPION Christmas Party.
More information on page 9.
Photo courtesy of Martina Eaton

CONTACT ME: Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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YOUTH

Cath Shelley

Camp Catch Up – Friends, Food, Photos
Saturday, February 3
Catch up with your friends from camp (you miss them already, I know – I have social media too), have some
food and look at some photos. There will be nice ones, hilarious ones, and you can relive all the in-jokes
from camp, whilst you hang out.
Times: 		

7.00pm to 9.00pm

Transport:

Meet at Bayswater Hall at 7.00pm or Bentleigh Hall by 6.40pm for a lift to Bayswater

Cost: 		

RSVP: 		

Free

Wednesday, February 1 (please RSVP for food or for lifts)

Family Water Fun Day
Saturday, February 24
February this year is promising to be scorching! Let’s cool off together and have one last day out before the
cooler weather sets in; has anyone else been intrigued by the upgrades to the ‘ol Gumbuya Park? Let’s see
what Gumbuya World has to offer – new exciting water slides for those that haven’t been. Or a curious trip
down reminiscence drive for our parents.
Times: 		

12.00pm to 6.00pm (this includes travel times)

Bring: 		

All your swimming gear, a picnic lunch, snacks and drinks for the day, hat and sunscreen!

Cost: 		

Transport:
RSVP: 		

$35 pp (incl. all day access to theme park), $$ capped for families – enquire with me!

Dependent on numbers, pick-ups will be available from both Bentleigh and Bayswater
Please SMS me ASAP!

Kaleidoscope 2018
Youth Group at the Hall, starting February
Kaleidoscope is starting up again in 2018 and will run every second

Friday and every fourth Saturday of each month. Kaleidoscope is for all
kids aged 10 years and over… from all backgrounds and all families!

The common denominator is respect, and the aim will be to have fun!

Drop in for some company or to catch up with friends, play some pool,
bowl, listen to music, watch a movie, play games or kick a ball… We
may also go out occasionally when the Rosa bus is available. If you

Happy
Birthday!
Noah Anderson

want to know more about Kaleidoscope, please contact me.

CONTACT & RSVP: Cath Shelley | Youth & Activities Coordinator | M: 0468 338 655 | E: cath@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY

Jan Johnson

A New Year – the opportunity for many to start
afresh after contemplating the year gone by. We
all have good intentions, and often start out well,
and then life gets in the way. I like to keep my
goals realistic and aim for something attainable.
Being idealistic and having visions for better
things is never a bad thing. If you want to reach
for the stars, do it! We are all different; that’s what
makes the patchwork of the Temple Society such a
beautiful and diverse masterpiece. Here’s to 2018 –

to attend what will be a lovely way to formally
introduce Cameron and Ingrid to our community.
Our first TSA Night Out will be on March 16 at
Sahra by the River, 2/76 Phillip Street, Parramatta.
This is a Lebanese restaurant with belly dancers,
a fortune teller and lots of great atmosphere; a
night to enjoy together! Bookings are necessary, so
please RSVP by March 2, at the latest.

may it bring us many exciting and new ventures!

After our 10.30am pre-Easter service on March 25,

Welcome to our newest team member, Ingrid

When Palestine was Home by Linda Roberts

Hoffmann. We all welcome her with open arms
and hearts. Look out for her writings in Templer
Reflections and Templer Talk; they are sure to
be well worth reading. I know Ingrid will be a
wonderful addition to our team and of great
assistance to me, the Focus Group and the entire
community. We anticipate that our Hall will be open
and enjoyed more often by many more people in
the Ryde community, certainly a positive outlook
for Sydney. We look forward to many exciting
things happening in the next twelve months, with
many opportunities for people of all ages to be

we will be treated to a very special presentation:
(daughter of Benno Glockemann). Linda is the
Community & Engagement Coordinator for ACT
Heritage. This presentation is a bigger picture story
with some personal links – I know many of you will
find this fascinating, as did around 50 people at the
National Archives in August last year.
Looking back on December, the Sydney seniors
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas lunch at Blacktown
– we opened crackers, exchanged gifts and
reflected on the past year; it was a nice day for all.

involved.

That evening was our Christmas TSA Night Out.

The first Seniors’ Group lunch will be at

New Year recording was again very funny, and the

The ABC studio’s Thank God It’s Friday Christmas/

Wentworthville on February 9. I hope to see you all
there, and it will be great to catch up again.

dinner at Essen was delicious.
Looking back on our Christmas Service, it was so
lovely to see our Hall packed, and with so many

This month will be a special service at
Meadowbank with the presentation of our newest
addition, Cameron Stewart, the son of Brian and
Loretta. Ingrid Turner and Ingrid Hoffmann will be
holding the service, and we encourage everyone

young people, a great number of them being Erika
Schulz’s family members – thank you Erika for
encouraging your little ones to treat us to such
a delight! We were presented with a wonderful
service, introduced by two of our older folk,

CONTACT ME: Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
		

Templer Talk February 2018

7

Anny Beck and Benno Glockemann. They did a

Thank you to everyone who was involved; you all

humorous and interactive introduction to the songs

helped to make it the success that it was. It was

and the children’s play. We were also blessed

wonderful to finally receive our new pulpit, made

with a beautiful duet from Ingrid Turner and Anja

by the Men’s Shed at Riverstone. It is a beautiful

Leszinsky and, of course, the community sing-

addition to our Hall and much more pleasing to the

along to Christmas carols. Oliver Turner played his

eye with its modern design and quality hardwood,

trumpet, welcoming Santa in to give out presents

stained to match our flooring. We are truly grateful

to the children, always a popular part of the

to the men for their hard work and willingness to

service! One Templer commented: “I really loved

assist.

the good-humoured rendition of the Nativity event
– lovely, spontaneous and not over-rehearsed. It
was a good community event!”

A happy 2018 to you all, and please don’t hesitate
to give me a call if you need a chat, assistance or
information.

Sydney Christmas Concert
Photos courtesy of Jan Johnson
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

CHAMPION is back and gearing up for another

In December, we also held a Christmas dinner to

big year of helping people and empowering them

thank our volunteers and feed some of our clients

to improve their lives, even in small ways. It takes

who would be alone at Christmas. It was a great

a lot of courage for someone to come in to a

night full of laughter, friendship and so much

service and ask for help. Admitting to yourself and

delicious food. Thank you to Karyn for cooking us

strangers that you are not managing financially

up a scrumptious feast.

or that things are just getting too much for you
to cope with is the first step to recovery, and we
pride ourselves at CHAMPION in the way we
make people feel welcome, accepted and listened
to. It takes time to develop rapport with people
and have them share intimate details about their
personal situations, their mistakes and losses and
we embrace their successes and achievements,
encouraging them to use this as a foundation for
improving their lives. We are meeting new clients
every week, as well as catching up with some
regular visitors and discussing what they did over
the Christmas period. Some told delightful stories

In 2017, we made many new connections with
people, businesses and organisations. We
are hoping to improve on this in 2018, making
CHAMPION and the Temple Society Australia a
household name. If you or someone you know is
able to volunteer behind the scenes, at fundraisers,
in our Interest Group or on a Monday, Tuesday
(monthly) or Wednesday, please contact Martina
on 0433 335 815. Sometimes it may only be for a
couple of hours every fortnight, once a month or a
few times a year. We look forward to hearing from
you.

about having been with family and friends, while
others shared sadder stories of being alone and
talking about loss. A few clients speak about how
much they miss us; for some, CHAMPION staff
and volunteers are the only contact they have with
people in a week. Knowing this makes our job even
more important.

Want to help this month?
Christmas has drained our pantry. We would
be MOST grateful for donations of coffee,

At the end of last year, we held a market day at
CHAMPION, where clients could come and get
some extra help with Christmas presents and
school items. We had 41 clients register and were

sugar, kids’ school snacks and tinned spaghetti
please. A special thanks to those who make
financial donations. These are used to top
up our supplies when we need to, and any

able to help 58 adults and 90 children with gifts

support is greatly appreciated. If you wish

and school supplies, Share the Dignity bags for

to donate you can do so through the Temple

the women, Christmas decorations, vouchers and
clothing. Thank you to everyone who helped on the
two days, and thank you to those who donated – it
was an enormous success.

Society Office or bank account (marking it for
CHAMPION) or through our GIVE NOW link:
www.givenow.com.au/templesociety

CONTACT ME: Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo
allied health, such as podiatry, physiotherapyy,

TTHA
Welcome to the new year, I hope you all had a
restful break and a very special Christmas.

We are full steam ahead already, so this is a great
opportunity to let you all know the services that

TTHA offers as an accredited aged care facility. We
offer residential aged care (from low care to high

care) and palliative care. Our adjacent retirement
living offers independent living in a vibrant

community environment. TTHA also provides inhome services. Details following.

TTHA-at-Home creates opportunities to continue
enjoying your life at home. We assist clients with

low to high care needs to remain at home with the
support of either private or government funded
services. The client is supported in their home,

having access to services of their own choice and
can remain as independent as possible.

We understand that each client may have

different requirements. This is documented in

an individualised care plan that can always be

adjusted. Services that can be provided within

the home can be, but are not restricted to: home

massage, nursing care, medication prompting, OT
and continence assessment, equipment, home

modifications, advocacy and case management.
In order to become eligible for a government

funded home care package, the first step is to
contact My Aged Care on 1800 200 422 and

undergo a phone assessment. They will then refer
you onto the Aged Care Assessment Team, who

will contact you to arrange an in-home assessment.
Once made eligible for a home care package

(there are 4 levels – 1, 2, 3 and 4 – with 4 being
the highest level) you will then await a letter of

assignment from My Aged Care. Once the letter is
received, you have 56 days to activate your home
care package with the provider of your choice.
TTHA has assisted many of its clients through

the initial referral pathways, and we are happy to
take your call if you have any questions or need
assistance.

For further information please contact our office on
8720 1338, Monday to Friday from 9 am to 5pm.
I would also like to wish everyone a Happy

Valentine’s Day; may you all receive a hug, greeting
or a special heartfelt declaration of love on
February 14.

help, shopping assistance, transport, socialisation,
in-home respite, personal care, gardening,

CONTACT ME: Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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Tempelgesellschaft in
Deutschland News
The TGD’s Christmas service included a

inducted, both Jörg and Karin intend travelling

contribution from Jessica Blackwell, who

more, although continuing with their important

incorporated a slice of Stuttgart into her European

volunteer community roles. We are grateful for that.

adventure. With Karin Klingbeil’s assistance,
Jessica was even able to present to the

At the end of November 2017, as part of a trip to

congregation in German – a brave and fine effort!

Israel to sort out some matters concerning the two
Templer cemeteries in Israel, a small group had the

A post-Christmas email from Peter Lange advised

opportunity to meet Alon Eran and his wife. From

of both positive and negative news. On the

initial email contact, Doris Frank had helped Alon

positive front was the realisation of the book, Die

research the history of the house his grandmother

Tempelgemeinde Stuttgart im Wandel der Zeiten. It

moved into in the 1950s – a house in the German

will be fascinating to view a copy.

settlement near Jerusalem built by Christian Jakob
Messerle. Following the grandmother’s death, the

The negative is that Karin has foreshadowed her

dwelling has been lovingly restored as a Bed and

retirement as TGD Geschäftsführerin. And while

Breakfast, with a ‘memory wall’ showing the story

she has well and truly earned the right to retire, and

of Alon’s family and that of the Messerle family.

thereby spend more time with Jörg, it is clear that

In this small way, the history of the building is

this will have a significant impact on the workings

portrayed across generations, peoples and cultures

of the TGD and, by extension, the TSA. Once a

– a truly unifying experience.

suitable successor has been found, trained and

Sommerfest 2018
Sunday, March 18
A reminder that Sommerfest is on again!
We will need volunteers to help with the set-up on Saturday and for car parking, bagging/selling pretzels,
serving lunch, selling books and supervising the children’s activities on Sunday. We will also need young
helpers for some of the stalls and tents.

If you’re able to help out, please contact Cath Shelley at activities@templesociety.org.au or 0468 338 655.
Photos by Martina Eaton
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THE CAMPS OF SUMMER
Let me tell you a (short) story… see our Youth

would be going first! So we managed to win the

dialogue (if you have a teenage child, you will know

girls at Summercamp this year!” Isabel

Camp social media for my references, and the full
what I mean)…

On a 40 degree day in early January, still fresh

rest of the game as well! I really liked having new

Or sometimes, simple is best:

from the New Year, the kids of Summercamp set

“I really enjoyed the camp, the food was amazing

“How long is this trip?” and “Where is my book?”

because everyone was so nice. I think everything

off amidst cries of, “Can we turn the aircon on?”,

Ten little darlings, a small group to be sure, but

excitable, arrived at Country Grossman Cottages

and the activities were fun. I made lots of friends
was amazing and there is nothing to change.”
Amelia

and said, “Let us be entertained!”

PS – there has been a new standard set for room

And they were off! Swimming at the beach,

gave full marks!

sandcastle building, night walks, visiting Fairy Park,

inspections; in an unprecedented event, a leader

competing in the first Summercamp Amazing Race

Now, let me tell you about the Youth (Senior)

I’ll let them tell the next part…

On a not so hot day in a later part of January, the

“I liked the way the camp was fun, and all the

of... well actually their cries could not be heard

and a new air-o-dome experience!

activities…” Abbey (but of course there’s always

the Summercamp traditions of Frühsport), “Can we

Camp…

young adults of Youth Camp set off amidst cries
above the music in the Rosa bus.

do Frühsport after breakfast?!” Hunter

Twenty-two respectable, mature, friendly teenagers

Story reading; as a form of Nachtsport after an

us alone and let us entertain ourselves!”

exciting day was also a welcomed new tradition: “I
liked doing Frühsport and going to the beach, and
you reading the story.” Declan

Although fun and activities are a big part of camp,
an even bigger part is the friendships they’ve
obviously formed:

“I liked the food! It was amazing and delicious! I

also enjoyed our air-o-dome experience! We spent
two hours in a really fun trampoline park! But the

activity I liked the best was the Summercamp 2018
Amazing Race! Abbey and I were in a team and

won the challenge which would decide which team
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arrived at Big4 Camping Ground and said: “Leave

And they were off! Swimming at the beach,

listening to music at the beach, relaxing at the

beach, VLOGing at the beach, walking to the…
okay you get the point. Of course, there were

fun activities and games: a campfire dinner at

the wonderful Haar’s Holiday House – definitely
a favourite, an afternoon with water activities,

including a Zorb Ball, and group walks, but one

only needs to take a look at the friendships made
(not to mention the social media of our youth) to

see they’ve enjoyed themselves and formed a tight
bond with each other.

Cath Shelley
“I liked almost all of the camp; it was nice to be

able to spend time with all my mates again.” Daniel
“On my first youth camp I really liked being right on

the beach, which meant we could have night dance
raves. It was a really good camp and everyone got
along really well. Everything was very enjoyable.”
Alison

“The thing I liked doing most was just chilling with
friends. I think the balance between chilling and
activities was good.” Nikita

“I really loved the freedom and being able to make
our own decisions regarding what we did.” Hugo

“The most enjoyable part of Senior Camp was the
freedom. Coming from Summercamp where you
are supervised constantly. It’s a great change.”
Evan

“The thing I liked most on camp was spending

time with everyone and doing activities with them.”
Emma

“I really liked spending time with my closest friends
and enjoying the warm weather.” Katja

As a new leader, I was really impressed with

our youth. They didn’t abuse the freedom they

were given and created a trust not only between

themselves, but with the leaders that will continue

for years to come. Susi Richter, Tom Blackwell and

Paul Blaich (Youth Camp) and Karyn Campbell and
Paul Blaich (Summercamp) were fantastic leaders
and, as a team, I couldn’t have asked for more.
Until next year’s camps over summer!

Photos courtesy of Cath Shelley
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KRIPPENSPIEL 2017
(Nativity Play)

Photos courtesy of Annette Wagner-Hesse
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NOTICES

Orange packing, Sarona, 1925-30
Photo courtesy of Doris Frank, TSA Archives

MATTER OF TRUST
WORKSHOP

COMING
SERVICES

Friday, February 16
1.30pm to 3.30pm
Bayswater Community Hall, 51 Elizabeth St, Bayswater

Sunday, February 11

The Eastern Community Legal Centre’s Matter of Trust program

Elder: Irene Bouzo

Service & Community Afternoon
Bentleigh Hall

has been delivering financial elder abuse prevention workshops in

2.30pm

metropolitan region for a number of years.

Sunday, February 25

Each workshop is designed to engage participants in activities and

Presentation Service

collaboration with multicultural communities across the eastern

to explore situations where a person may be at risk of financial elder
abuse, such as:
•
•

Agreeing to act as a guarantor for family members’ loans/debts
Selling assets to live with adult children and their families

Cost: FREE
Light refreshments offered.

RSVP:
Martina Eaton, Community Care Worker, 0433 335 815 before Wednesday, February
14 please. Everyone welcome!
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Bayswater Chapel
Elder: Renate Weber
10.00am

Sunday, February 25
Presentation Service
Meadowbank Hall
Elders: Ingrid Hoffmann and
Ingrid Turner
10.30am

BEREAVEMENT
Erna Frida Unger née Scheerle (1926-2017) passed away peacefully on December 2, 2017, in Murray
Bridge, SA.

Erna was the daughter of Gottlieb Scheerle and Martha née Kugler. Born in Jaffa, Palestine, she was the

oldest of three children – sadly missed by her sister and best friend, Gerda Struve, with brother Karl having
died in June 1989.

The family is very grateful for all the cards and kind expressions of sympathy.

In God’s care
Beloved wife of Kurt, dearly loved mother of Gertrude (with Ian) and Walter

TALKING TEMPLER

DIRNDL DRESSES

Workshops on the faith and philosophy underpinning the Temple Society

I have three Dirndl dresses – one (size

•

Wish you had paid more attention in confirmation

•

New to the Temple Society and wanting to know more?

•
•
•
•

classes many years ago?

Want to refresh your understanding of Templer ideas?

Have you been waiting for adult confirmation classes?

Want to know more about the fundamentals of being a

2) and another two (size 4/5) to give
away. I would love someone to have
them to wear at Sommerfest. Pick up in
Bentleigh. For more information, please
contact the Office by email on
tsa@templesociety.org.au or phone (03)

Templer?

9557 6713.

and Templer thinking to family and friends?

Resi Schwarzbauer

Do you find it challenging to explain the Temple Society

This series of five interactive workshops is to be held Friday
evenings in the Bayswater Chapel from April to June.

Expressions of interest can be forwarded to the TSA Office.
Email tsa@templesociety.org.au or call (03) 9557 6713.
If Friday evenings don’t suit, or you live at a distance,

please register your interest anyway, so that alternative
arrangements (including online workshops) can be

considered. Child minding can also be made available, if
required.

SILVER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Karin and Will Williamson were married
on February 13, 1993

GOLDEN WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Sigi and Heidrun Messner were married

More details in next month’s Templer Talk.

on February 10, 1968

Renate Beilharz

We offer hearty

congratulations to you all
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NEW
TIME!

1.30pm
to 3.00pm

COME
DANCE
WITH US
SOCIAL DANCE GROUP
Bayswater Hall
51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater

The Social Dance Group is open to all TSA
members and friends and also the wider
community.
No experience or partner required. Dance
teacher, Kirrily Kirstin, will cover a range of
very easy and enjoyable social dances.
Afternoon Tea. There will be a brief afternoon
tea break with chairs and tables available.

Transport. The van travels from the Bentleigh
Hall, departing East Bentleigh at 12.10pm, and
has space for six participants. Please contact
Nanne at the TSA Office on 9557 6713 to book
your spot.
Gentle Exercise Group! Join Kirrily’s Gentle
Exercise Group, every second Wednesday
(Term 1 only) at 9.30am at Bayswater Chapel.
No bookings required. Newcomers welcome!

WHEN THE FORECAST IS 30° OR MORE, DANCING WILL BE CANCELLED!

Upcoming dates February 7 and 21 | March 7 and 21
NEW TIME! 1.30pm to 3.00pm
Cost: $5.00 per person (per session)
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A WELL-EARNED THANKS
Hi Martina,

SYDNEY
EVENTS

It has been great to meet you!
Thank you for all your help and specially for the pillows because
my physiotherapist recommended to me exactly same and
Ultimate Dentons (Dentons Ultimate is expensive...)
Dear Martina thanks from my heart.

Friday, February 9
Seniors’ Group
Wentworthville Leagues Club
11.45am

Sunday, February 25

Love from JP

Presentation Service

VOLUNTEER DRIVER NEEDED
FOR CHAMPION
Our wonderful driver is having a well-earned break for a few
months and CHAMPION needs your help please!

Do you have a trailer? Are you available to help us collect food
from FoodBank Victoria in Dandenong?

Meadowbank Hall
10.30am
Elders: Ingrid Turner and Ingrid
Hoffmann

Friday, March 9
Seniors’ Group
Blacktown Workers Sports Club
11.45am

Everything will be explained clearly, and it is only a few hours on
the first Tuesday of June, July, August and September 2018.
It is not a difficult job, but you do need a trailer and towing

capacity on your vehicle. Our pick-up time is 11.30am (approx)
and you usually arrive back at Bayswater by 12.30pm for
unloading, which takes less than half an hour.

Friday, March 16
TSA Night Out
Sahra by the River
Parramatta
7.00pm

For more information, or to offer your help, please phone Martina
on 0433 335 815.

PRESENTATION
SERVICES

Martina Eaton

GENTLE EXERCISE GROUP
February 7 and 21 | March 7 and 21
9.30am
Join Kirrily Kirstin’s gentle exercise group fortnightly in the

Bayswater Community Chapel in Term 1. Each session is $10
and includes chi ball, yoga, core stability and relaxation.

For more information, contact the TSA Office on 9557 6713.
		

Sunday, February 25
Bayswater Chapel at 10.00am
Meadowbank Hall at 10.30am
Parents wishing to have their
children presented before the
community are asked to contact the
TSA Office for an application form.
Templer Talk February 2018
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Men’s Advance 2018 @ Buxton

What a bunch of happy campers!

April 20 to 22
Acheron River, Buxton

in, Sunday lunch is the traditional Big BBQ cookup with return to Bayswater around 5:30pm.

We’ve been able to get a booking at the great
location we stayed at last year – the Hanley-SnowPhillips property on the banks of the Acheron River
at Buxton for the weekend of Friday, April 20 to
Sunday, April 22!

Cost is anticipated at about $120-140 (depending
on numbers) including accommodation, fuel for
Rosa and all food, excluding Saturday lunch.

Block out your calendar now!
We’ll kick off on the Friday at 6:00pm with the
usual pre-departure pizza in the Bayswater
Clubroom, with Rosa the Bus leaving Bayswater at
6:45pm with anticipated arrival in Buxton at about
9:00pm.
Activities for Saturday will be decided by the
group, with great options such as the Buxton Trout
& Salmon Farm, Bruno’s Art & Sculpture Garden,
Buxton Ridge Winery and Cathedral Range State
Park, all nearby.
We’ll be back for a delicious spit roast dinner and
campfire camaraderie in the evening. After a sleep		
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For further information contact Martina at
careworker@templesociety.org.au or, to register
your interest, contact Dietmar.
The information and booking form will be emailed
direct to registrants, and you’ll need to return
completed forms to Martina with payment by
Friday, April 13.
For those too old, too proud or too smart to spend
the weekend sleeping on a mattress on the floor
with 10 to 15 other blokes, please also let me know
if you plan to bring a swag, tent or camper.

Dietmar Jurgensen
M: 0432 350 223
E: dietmarcj@bigpond.com

BIRTHDAYS

ROSTERS

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:

Bayswater Flowers
Sunday, February 25

Brunhild Grözinger

78

Margrit Katz		

79

Wally Liebeskind		

96

Inge Osarek		

84

Robin Pyne		

77

Gisela Sawatzky		

81

Fritz Schmelzle		

81

Gerlinde Slip

81

Ruth Steller		

94

Herta Uhlherr 		

80

Presentation Service
Inky Arndt
Traude Glenk

Bayswater Lawnmowing
Week ending February 18
Heinz-Dieter Herrmann
Richard Herrmann

Bentleigh Flowers
Sunday, February 11

und wünschen auch allen hier nicht angeführten

Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne zum neuen

Community Afternoon
Ingrid Edelmaier

Lebensjahr – Happy Birthday!

TEMPLER CHOIR REHEARSALS FOR 2018!
Rehearsals for the Templer Choir will begin on Wednesday, February 7 at 8.00pm in the Bentleigh Hall.
Our rehearsals alternate between the Bentleigh Hall and the Bayswater Chapel (or community room).
Please contact Marianne Herrmann in the TSA Office if you require transport to either venue.
We have a big year planned with performances at the Presentation services and at Sommerfest, plus for
the Founding Day and the Bayswater Christmas services.
We would love some new members, particularly, dare I say it, some younger voices. We sing in both
English and German and are a very social and welcoming group. We are also interested in having
instrumentalists for our performances, so get in touch if you play an instrument and would like to be
involved in a performance with the choir.
Please contact Monika Strasser 0439 764 769 or Krista Imberger 0439 318 290 if you are interested in
singing or playing with us in 2018.

Monika Strasser
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February 2018
2

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

3

SAT

Camp Catch Up – Friends, Food, Photos Ba Hall 7.00pm to 9.00pm

5

MON

Be German School starts

6

TUE

Ba German School starts
RC Be 7.30pm

7

WED

Ba Gentle Exercise Group starts 9.30am
Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm
Be German School starts
Templer Choir rehearsals restart Be 8.00pm

9

FRI

Playgroup starts 9.30am
Sy Seniors’ Group Wentworthville Leagues Club 11.45am

11

SUN

Be Service & Community Afternoon & Elders’ Meeting 2.30pm

13

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00 noon

16

FRI

Matter of Trust workshop Ba Hall 1.30pm to 3.30pm
Telelink 2.30pm

19

MON

Deadline March Templer Talk

21

WED

Social Dance Group Ba 1.30pm to 3.00pm

24

SAT

Family Water Fun Day Gumbuya World 12noon to 6.00pm

25

SUN

Ba Presentation Service 10.00am
Sy Presentation Service 10.30am

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

