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Temple Society Australia is an independent Christian faith community

CHARITY
Peter Uhlherr

Templers consider the twin commandments of love to constitute the
main guideposts for seeking the Kingdom of God on earth: -

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your

soul, with all your mind. That is the greatest commandment.
It comes first. The second is like it: Love your neighbour as
yourself. (Mat. 22:37-39)

To accept and to practise these commandments conscientiously

affirm this demand as being at the heart of a Christianity of action in

The above is taken (almost verbatim) from the brochure The Temple
Society – An Overview, compiled in 1985 by Dieter Ruff. Much of

our literature begins with statements similar to the above because it

defines, in a nutshell, the basis of our individual and communal lives,
which we strive to realise.

Love of neighbour is the outward and practical aspect of the

commandment and is therefore the subject of many of our Services.
Unfortunately, the rather cumbersome phrase “love of neighbour”
can mean many things to many people. It uses two words
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each of which has multiple meanings. By contrast, the German
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not undergone shifts and transformations over time. The primary
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Nächstenliebe is a more narrowly defined term, whose meaning has

dictionary definition of Nächstenliebe is charity,
which in turn is defined as “Christian love of one’s
fellow human beings”. Unfortunately, the word
charity has also acquired multiple meanings and
has been appropriated by charitable organisations
to describe their activities and donations –
restricted to material alms and aid.

it that we saw you hungry and fed you, or
thirsty and gave you drink, a stranger and
took you home... When did we see you ill...
and come to visit you?’ And he will answer, ‘I
tell you this: anything you did for one of my
brothers here, however humble, you did for
me.’

How Jesus envisaged the practice of charity in its
purest form is contained in numerous texts. For
example, in the Sermon on the Mount (Mat. 6:2-4)
he says: “...when you do some act of charity, do
not announce it with a flourish of trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in synagogues and in the streets to
win admiration from man. I tell you this: they have
their reward already. No, when you do some act of
charity, do not let your left hand know what your
right is doing; your good deed must be secret, and
your Father who sees what is done in secret will
reward you.”

Conscious striving for the Kingdom of God
is praiseworthy and essential, at least in the
beginning. But as with all our endeavours, our
performance improves with practice. The ultimate
nature of our striving, when it has been perfected
through practice, is altruism, total unawareness,
because it has become second nature. This is
Jesus’ vision of ultimate charity.

Here Jesus is not concerned with the recipient
of charity – the recipient always benefits – but
rather with the benefit to the donor. The greatest
benefit is obtained from a totally altruistic act. The
donor acts unconsciously, totally unaware of his
charitable deed. His left and right hands are acting
independently not under conscious control of the
mind; the act is “secret”, not just from the recipient
and all bystanders but also from the donor himself.
Only God is aware of the charity. Today we might
call the reward “spiritual growth”.

“You give but little when you give of your
possessions. It is when you give of yourself that
you truly give... There are those who give with
joy, and that joy is their reward. And there are
those who give with pain, and that pain is their
baptism. And there are those who give and know
not pain in giving, nor do they seek joy, nor give
with mindfulness of virtue. They give as in yonder
valley the myrtle breathes its fragrance into space.
Through the hands of such as these God speaks,
and from behind their eyes He smiles upon the
earth.”

The same interpretation is contained in Jesus’
words in Mat. 25:35-41, where he contrasts the
righteous with the unrighteous:
... For when I was hungry, you gave me food;
when thirsty, you gave me drink; when I was
a stranger, you took me into your home;
when I was ill, you came to my help... Then
the righteous will reply, ‘Lord, when was
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I often like to refer to Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet;
it is a clear exposition of all aspects of “Christian”
community life. On the nature of giving, he writes:

As is often the case, so it is with charity: the words
are simple, their interpretation is simple, yet their
realisation is extremely challenging. It requires
constant effort. We strive in the hope that, perhaps
one day, we may have gained sufficient spiritual
strength to approach Jesus’ ideal, altruistic charity.

Mark Herrmann

REGIONAL
COUNCIL
UPDATE

We welcome Peter Liebeskind, son of Wally and
the late Rudolf Liebeskind, as a new TSA member
and hope that he continues to comfortably
participate in the life of the Sydney Community.

Lis Wennagel decided to resign from the Youth
& Activities Focus Group. We thank Lis for her
contribution, particularly on the Social & Recreation
Focus Group and in helping behind the scenes at
our bigger functions.
Consequent to the sale of the land to TTHA not
proceeding at this time, we have now reached
agreement with the Board on the quantum and
form of rental in Bayswater. An amount of $550,000
(net of GST) will apply annually from 01/07/2017
through monthly instalments paid in advance. All
terms and conditions will be documented in a
revamp of the former land only lease agreement
(from 2007).
TTHA is soon to commit to a multi-million dollar
building project, and so it was critical to provide
their Board members with comfort around the
financial sustainability of the Home for a lengthy
period (at least 25 years). It is therefore vital for
TTHA to retain earnings and to maintain marketconforming facilities.
In order to achieve this, a side arrangement
to the lease will calculate if the rent paid in a
given financial year exceeds 25% of the Home’s
operating surplus. If so, then the amount in excess
of 25% will be returned to TTHA by way of a
donation from the TSA. Apart from granting the
Board a necessary degree of future security, such
a donation (if, indeed, it is required) would very
clearly identify the financial level of TSA support
provided.

Wolfgang Frank attended his last RC meeting
as chair of TSAL. Being one of the TSA’s two
mandatory Focus Groups, the leader of TSAL (that
serves as the TSA’s property trustee and financier)
sits on Regional Council. Wolfgang, with a career
of financial and banking acumen behind him, has
served in this capacity for six years, succeeding
Dietmar Jürgensen in 2011.
Wolfgang first served as a Director on the (then)
Central Fund for two years from 1989 and his
present stint (starting in 2001) will carry through
to the AGM of 2019. We owe him an enormous
vote of thanks for his expertise, clear and rational
thinking and dedication to the TSA over this period
of time. Dietmar was reappointed TSAL chairman
at the October Directors’ meeting.
The Elders, under the leadership of Renate
Beilharz, are working on the 2018 service roster,
the dates of which will serve as the starting point
for the creation of next year’s TSA calendar.
After a thorough and somewhat laborious process,
complete with a number of false starts, it is my
pleasure to officially announce Ingrid Hoffmann as
our inaugural Sydney Community Faith Facilitator.
The role has been identified as critical to provide
faith leadership to members and friends, to build
participation in communal and faith-based events
across all ages and to promote the TSA through
outreach activities.
Ingrid, who I’m sure, is known to many, introduces
herself in this issue of Templer Talk. We look
forward to her engagement with the Sydney
Community people.
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SYDNEY FAITH FACILITATOR
then became the inaugural general manager of
the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF), in 2009.
I have run four public art galleries and one

museum and curated multiple exhibitions, some
touring nationally and internationally. My focus
moved to cultural heritage in the role of senior

curator and archives manager at Beleura House
and Garden in Mornington, Victoria, in 2014.

Recently I was interviewed for an online journal
called ArtsHub, and my skills for the Sydney
Community Faith Facilitator role may be

revealed in the following question and answer
transcript:
To accompany his announcement of my new

Q: You have spearheaded some important

Mark asked for a summary of my background. A

comes to negotiating your projects?

is less tangible to say quite where, through my

A: The ability to articulate your burning creative

step will lead the Sydney TSA community.

competitive funding arena. With budget in

May I firstly thank Elders, Sydney Community

support base on board.

for their very generous encouragement and

Say your vision for this budget is to present a

aspirations and concrete expectations for

your new regional gallery or museum on the

commitment to imprint our values as Templers

art group, a historical society, feisty individuals

beginning gently in Meadowbank.

goodwill, commitment and financial support are

I trained as a painter and art teacher at the

to mention a fabulous opening event.

focus on arts development in metropolitan and

So for your negotiations with each group and

Australian states. I worked for Arts Queensland

steps that include them in a shared vision

role as the Sydney Community Faith Facilitator,

career profile is easy enough to ‘rattle off’, but it
professional and pastoral contribution, this new

Focus Group members and TSA colleagues

initiatives; what are your secrets when it

idea is the first step to landing a grant in the

hand, you deploy negotiation skills to bring your

optimism as, together, we expressed our

landmark opening exhibition destined to put

the role. From this support comes my inner

map. You are dealing with an entrenched local

upon diverse, contemporary communities,

and a conservative local government whose

National Art School in Sydney and later, with a

all vital to establishing a healthy beginning, not

regional Australia, my career unfolded in five

individual, you’re armed with the strategic

as a senior policy officer, regional manager and

(ideally you’ll have involved all parties in cultural
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Ingrid Hoffmann
planning, or, at the very least, in brainstorming).

build trust. Making an offer in an atmosphere of

working relationships, reflecting the fact that you

give them a seat at the table without railroading

Your diplomatic negotiations will establish good

understand where they’re coming from (listening

well) while clarifying your own divergent position.
Showing that you have heard and understand the

arguments against introducing your new ideas can

trust can increase the other side’s standing and
your agenda, which you adhere to as a firm
negotiator.

To this I add that shared Templer values will be my
guide.

Tempelgesellschaft in
Deutschland News
In the November Warte issue, Brigitte Kneher gave

Blaich, Henriette Auracher, Rumi and Irina Hornung

a most thoughtful report on the 2017 Dankfest.

entertained us delightfully.

Even if you’ve never visited the Templers in
Germany, I feel there is much that readers here will

In his address, Jörg spoke about gratitude and

be able to associate with.

how important it is to feel thankful and to convey
thanks. He pointed out that research shows that
gratitude can increase happiness and it should be

Brigitte wrote:

an essential goal of education to foster a culture of
In short, this year’s Dankfest was a really nice one.

saying thank you in the family.

Sixty visitors registered, which was most pleasing,
although at the TGD Mitgliederversammlung

Jörg dedicated the second part of his Service to

(annual general meeting) on the previous day, the

the 50th anniversary of our community centre.

chairs were somewhat sparsely occupied.

Despite the 1868 migration of the Temple Society
leaders to Palestine, the Stuttgart community has

The Gebietsleitung (Regional Council) – charged

always managed to prevail over all the turmoil of

with the responsibility of “running the show” – are

the times, the destruction and the hardships of two

the ones who help to fill our community centre

world conflicts.

with the spirit that Jörg Klingbeil invoked in his
When, after the transportation of the Templers

Thanksgiving Service.

to Australia and the loss of their settlements in
The stage was beautifully decorated with flowers,

Palestine, a new beginning of the TS seemed

fruits and vegetables. Our musicians, Stephen

almost inconceivable, the Stuttgart community
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arose as a new focus. It is thanks to our ancestors

Christmas. Meanwhile, the coffee table with a

that we can now celebrate this anniversary in the

tasty selection of cakes had been set up in the

community centre built in 1967. Precisely those

refurbished clubroom. Settling down to talk to

who shaped the history of the TGD have been

friends and acquaintances, it was, as I said, a really

able to transfer the Templer spirit from Palestine

nice Dankfest.

to communal life in Australia and Degerloch.
And I think we can all feel it when we enter this

In other news, the TGD has again registered to

community house.

conduct their stall of handcrafted items (from the
Bastelkreis) at the Nikolausmarkt on Saturday,

I took Jörg’s final words as a reminder: “Freedom in

December 9, in Degerloch. They hope to have the

matters of faith cannot be taken for granted and is,

support of members, particularly with Gutsle, as

and remains, a great challenge. I sometimes have

these are very popular.

doubts as to whether all our members are aware of
the particular value of our focus; for me, however, it

The restorer Shay Farkash has indicated that the

is a cause for much gratitude.”

Israeli State Archives now provide online access to
historical Templer documents.

Karin Klingbeil’s presentation of lively little Sahra
was a great joy for all of us. And what lovely and

On the English-language website you can enter

empathetic words Karin found for the parents, Inga

names and keywords and, if available, view

(who had previously visited Australia as part of the

documents that apparently have been issued by

Templer Exchange program) and Danyel.

the former German consulate or other bodies in
connection with official procedures (naturally, not

Lunch followed, expertly prepared by Grid

only with regard to Templers).

(Ingrid) Lange and her team. There was enough
for everyone, some leaving room for the dessert

Correspondence about the sale of land during

delicacies at the buffet.

the mandate period can be found there. Although
the collection is somewhat fragmented, with not

Karin then presented the memorial book for the

all areas of the website prepared in English, it is a

anniversary, which it is hoped will be ready for

valuable source for the TGD’s archive work.
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COMMUNITY CARE
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for their
support and congratulations when the YES vote
was declared on November 15. It was a most
joyous day for me and my family and friends, and
I am grateful to my CHAMPION volunteers who
brought cake and flowers to celebrate (one even
bought us a bottle of champagne!). Most especially
the messages and hugs I received were the best,
and I am grateful to you all – you know who you
are! To top off the day, the Socceroos qualifying for

Martina Eaton

next year. I would also like to say thank you to
our CHAMPION supporters who, year in and year
out, donate regularly to enable us to continue our
important work in the community. This year, more
than $1845 was received from financial donations
alone!
As Christmas approaches, I encourage you to
enjoy time with your families and friends. Don’t get
caught up in the commercialism of the season. Your

the World Cup was a bonus! Go Socceroos!

children will not remember 100 presents under the

As I reflect on the past year and all that we, as

quality time you spend with them playing games,

a community, have achieved, I am grateful to
be doing a job that I genuinely love. This year’s
highlights included the Anxiety Forum for adults
and young people, Women’s Pamper Day, Family
Fun Day and the Carers’ High Tea, as well as
events run for CHAMPION and TSA clients,
including the Dream Big Workshops, NEST cooking
classes, our upcoming Christmas Thank You Dinner
for CHAMPION volunteers and our Market Day.
Here they can collect a Christmas present and
stationery or textbooks for their children, among

tree on Christmas morning, but will remember the
baking Gutsle, choosing and wrapping presents for
others, going to a TSA service or singing carols and
other traditions within your family and community.
Please stay safe if you are going away, ensure
you have a fire plan over the summer season if
you are in areas of high fire danger (remember,
the TSA offers the Bayswater Hall as a place of
refuge should you need to evacuate your home),
remember to drink lots of water on those hot days
and to check in on your elderly family members,
friends and neighbours. Most of all, enjoy your

other things.

Christmas and New Year and relax.

During the year we held a Silent Auction at

I will be having a break from December 23 and

Sommerfest, a Bunnings BBQ and managed the
carparking at the Weihnachtsmarkt to raise much
needed funds for CHAMPION. All of these events
have engaged people from inside the TSA and
some who had never heard about the TSA before
they attended. Many of these activities would not
have been possible without the amazing volunteer
base within the TSA and beyond, and to all of you
I say a sincere thank you for everything you have
done during the year. I am truly grateful and, if you

returning to work on Monday, January 8.
Telelink will be held on December 1 and 15 and
will resume on January 19 at 2.30pm. We have a
few places available, so please contact me if you
are interested in joining the conversation. It is held
fortnightly for one hour only and topics are varied
and interesting.
Keep smiling!

are willing, look forward to working with you again

CONTACT ME: Martina Eaton | Community Care Worker | M: 0433 335 815 | E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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YOUTH

Cath Shelley

Youth Group Break-up: Deck the Hall!
Saturday, December 9

Birthdays

We’d like to see as many of you as possible! Let’s get together

Matilda Rose

December

and celebrate the end of the year in style!
When: 		

6.00pm to 9.30pm

Where:

Bayswater Hall

Why: 		

Because we love each other

How: 		

With bad Santas, food and water fights or 		

		

games (depending on the weather)

Bring: 		

Your favorite dessert to share

January
Hayden Glenk
Chloe Hoefer
Jadyn Katz
Heidi Loebert
Oliver Turner

CAMP BOOKINGS ARE CLOSING!
2018 Kaleidoscope: Camp Photo and Pizza Night
Saturday, February 3
Put the first activity of the year in your diary and let’s start off
the year with a bang! Get a chance to laugh and reminisce on
those hilarious memories from camp while you have pizza for
dinner. This is open to ALL youth aged 10 years and over, and is
a great chance to catch up with new and old friends – and hear

We have two great camps happening
this January, so tell ALL of your
friends and family – everyone is
welcome!
Full details have been emailed to
everyone on the youth mailing list,
but if you know of someone who may
be interested and is not on our email
list, please feel free to pass on the

all the camp gossip!

information or get them to contact

Times:

7.00pm to 9.00pm

The TSA can assist with travel

Cost: 		

Nil

Transport:

Meet at TSA Bayswater Hall at 7pm or TSA

Bentleigh

Hall by 6pm for a lift to the Bayswater Hall

RSVP:

Monday, January 29

me.
costs for any interstate participants
wanting to attend, and sponsorship
is available for any family finding the
cost a difficulty. More information
on page 20.

CONTACT & RSVP: Cath Shelley | Youth & Activities Coordinator | M: 0468 338 655 | E: cath@templesociety.org.au
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SYDNEY

Jan Johnson

Another year has almost passed; such a busy year

me to provide you with a place and a little gift for

for Sydney, and the year ahead should prove to

Christmas. If you would like to invite a friend to

be even more productive with the introduction of

share lunch with us, please do so and let me know.

our new Faith Facilitator, Ingrid Hoffmann, coming
on board in late January. I am excited for us,
because I know that Ingrid is just as interested and
passionate about growth for our community as I
am! Welcome, Ingrid – I am sure you will be a major
asset. Please keep in mind that Ingrid has moved
interstate to be with us, so will need a little time to

On the same day we are anticipating the Sydney
Christmas get-together at ABC studios, Ultimo,
then a short walk to Essen restaurant on Broadway.
Looking ahead to next year, we will be meeting
for our first Templer night out on Friday, March 16,

settle in to her new role.

at Sahra Restaurant, 2/76 Phillip St, Parramatta.

The Seniors’ Group met at Wentworthville in

good reviews. Treat yourselves to a nice night out

This is a popular Lebanese restaurant with very

November – quite a few members had other
commitments, so there were only eight of us.
This certainly did not stop any conversation – the
group chatted way into the afternoon, staying well
past our usual meeting time! Our next meeting
has been booked at Blacktown for the Christmas
get-together, always a popular event for our senior
members and friends. Please let me know as soon
as possible if you are coming; the club is always
so busy in December and we would hate for you to

to celebrate the start of 2018 with the TSA. More
information on the website: www.sahrabytheriver.
com.au
December 17, the day of our Sydney Community
Christmas service, will be my last day of work
in Sydney for 2017. I plan to take a short trip to
Melbourne, sharing lunch with my lovely TSA work
colleagues, then a little time with my immediate
family before returning home to spend my 32nd

miss out due to a lack of seats.

wedding anniversary with my husband, Ray. This

In November we held a Remembrance Service,

growing family! I will return to work on Friday,

will be followed by a busy Christmas with my large

conducted by Renate Beilharz – this was a chance
to participate in a special time of reflection,
remembering loved ones who are no longer with
us, reflecting on the symbolism of the tree of
life. Thank you once again, Renate and Tony, for
making the effort of coming to Sydney to be with

January 19. If you need assistance before this time,
please contact the Melbourne TSA Office.
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas making
memories, treasuring family and enjoying a wellearned rest, I am sure!

us; it is truly appreciated.
The Seniors’ Christmas get-together will be held
on December 8 at Blacktown, a favourite venue
for most people. Please RSVP if attending to allow

CONTACT ME: Jan Johnson | Sydney Community Support Worker | M: 0412 731 101 | E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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CHAMPION

Jacinta Aulsebrook

The season of giving is here. CHAMPION has been

We have been so lucky to connect with these busi-

who need it.

them all for their kindness and generosity.

receiving many different gifts to distribute to those

nesses and organisations this year, and we thank

Thanks to those who have already donated and

We also would like to thank all of the Templers

seen an enormous growth in our client numbers –

our cupboard was almost bare. Many of you didn’t

to those who still want to help. This year we have
224 being our highest number of visitors for one
month (and that isn’t including children).

There is no denying we have been able to help a

who have donated this year. On many occasions
hesitate to offer your help.
Thank you.

lot of people this year. Some of the highlights for

us were: assisting several people in securing jobs,

helping many clients find homes, budgeting assis-

tance, healthy cooking classes and assisting many

CHAMPION will be closed from Thursday, December 21 and
will reopen on Monday, January 8 at 10.00am.

who have struggled with mental health issues.

It has been a momentous year to connect with our
local community as well.
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

The Rotary Club of Bayswater still donates 50
litres of milk each month, and other bits and
pieces when needed

Bakers Delight in Boronia continues to donate

throughout the year

Want to help this
month?

Christmas Drive for us

With this year almost over, donations of

bread weekly

Amcal Chemist in Bayswater donated products
Direct Chemist Outlet in Bayswater is holding a
The Food Factory donated a large volume of
milk

Bendigo Bank in Bayswater collected do-

nations for our Winter Food Appeal and our
Christmas Drive

Christmas goodies, tinned tuna, 2 minute
noodles and toiletries are still needed,
please.

Share the Dignity donated sanitary products

Naturally, we are always happy to accept

in need

offer us.

and handbags with toiletries for those women

any food and toiletry items you can

CONTACT ME: Jacinta Aulsebrook | CHAMPION Support Worker | E: champion@templesociety.org.au
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Eva Simo
like to join our great group of volunteers, please

TTHA
Christmas is almost upon us. We are excited about
the coming festive season, with many celebrations
planned in creating a merry cheer throughout the
Home.

contact us. We will welcome you with open arms.
We were very fortunate to have a number of

donations. I would like to make special mention of
LJ Hooker Boronia for sponsoring our billboards
in Bayswater and surrounding areas; Extreme

Sound Vision for donating a television and wall
rack worth $1,100; Surreal Property Group for

sponsoring the kids’ marquee; Bendigo Bank for

As the year comes to a close, I look back on

what we’ve been doing these past twelve months
and realise how much we have achieved for the
residents and clients of TTHA.

On Sunday, November 19, we had our annual

Weihnachtsmarkt (German Christmas Market) – a

fantastic day for all residents, staff, volunteers and
visitors. The weather was great and we had over

3,000 visitors visiting 60-plus stalls (with a variety
of unique and handcrafted Christmas items and
great activities for the kids). Special mention is

made of the Templer Craft Group, as well as the

sponsoring the Biergarten marquee; and many

other great sponsors, including: WNH Distributors,
Tupperware, Regal Sleep Solutions, Dineamic
Australia, Heidi Victoria MP.

Apart from the television, this year’s raffle includes
a coffee machine and over 25 hampers with great
products. You can still purchase tickets from
Reception.

On behalf of everyone at TTHA, I wish you and your
family a very Merry Christmas. I look forward to
seeing you all in 2018!

TSA for coordinating the parking, the TTHA Board
for running the Biergarten and all the TTHA staff
who helped on the day.

I want to thank our many wonderful volunteers;

we appreciate your help and input in making our

annual market such a success. Simply put: without

you, this day would not be possible. We have many
opportunities for volunteering, and if you would

CONTACT ME: Eva Simo | Chief Executive Officer | P: 8720 1300 | E: eva.simo@ttha.org.au
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THANK YOU

Mark Herrmann, Regional Head
Go back to where they came from
They cannot

Share our food

Share our homes

Share our countries
Instead let us

Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say

These are people just like us

A place should only belong to those who are born
there
Christmas approaches and it’s not necessarily a
time of great joy for everyone. Our Government
– when not “busy” with the same-sex marriage
plebiscite or checking that section 44 of the

nation’s constitution isn’t being breached by

elected members – continues to make unwelcome

news around the world with regard to its treatment
of asylum seekers.

I stumbled across the following online verse
entitled Refugees by Brian Bilston. It makes
interesting reading, one way or the other.
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me

These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand

We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers

With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not

Welcome here

We should make them
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Do not be so stupid to think that

The world can be looked at another way
Allow me also to thank all supporters, volunteers
and employees for their efforts in providing and

maintaining a rich and varied Templer community

program of events, activities and initiatives for all.
From the Office, and on behalf of Regional Council,
I take this opportunity of wishing all readers a

wonderful Christmas season and safe holidays.
My brother recently explained about an elderly
patient commenting to him on how quickly

Christmas was approaching. She complained

that, no sooner had she packed away the tree,

than the time came for it to be decorated again. At
her age, and to save time and trouble, she is now

considering leaving it set up all year round; during
the non-festive season it will simply be stuck in a
corner and shrouded with a sheet!

Let me allow the clever Mr Bilston the final word,
by now asking you to re-read his piece from the
bottom to the top.

35th Playgroup Reunion

Moni Herrmann

What a delight it was to share an afternoon with
some of our former playgroupers!

times at Playgroup, revisiting some of our activities
and trips together.

Coming to the Hall, little signs directed the way
to the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party where we found the
young and young-at-heart browsing through the
various photo albums. These dated from 1982,
when Denise Imberger led the first group of parents
and toddlers; I had the good fortune of being in
that first group with our two-year-old, and loved it.
Those toddlers are now in their thirties!

What a good idea it was to enable everyone to
decorate individual or family calico squares that will
be sewn together into a wall hanging.

I thoroughly appreciated the opportunity to catch
up with many playgroupers who have become
good friends. Omas, mums, teenagers and
younger, happily searched through albums for their

Thank you so much Sharon and Susi and all
the helpers for this special afternoon – for the
beautifully decorated birthday cake we shared, the
goodies and drinks, the good vibes, friendly chatter
and, generally, for a happy time!
Hopefully there will be another opportunity in future
years. It was all good fun.
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CHRISTMAS IN HAIFA 		
Christmastime! This surely is the time, when our
thoughts turn back to childhood. It awakens

memories of the magic of Christmas Eve in the

security of my parents’ house in the Haifa Templer
community.

Our preparation for Christmas actually began in

summer during the long holidays. Then we children
had to knit, crochet or make something for our

grandmother in Germany, something we did at first
with enthusiasm, imagining the beautiful gifts Oma

would send in return: outrageously exquisite things
that couldn’t be bought anywhere in Haifa, not

even in Schmidt’s shop! But the initial enthusiasm
soon wore off, and our clumsy, sweaty hands

kept struggling with the unfinished gifts. When our
handiwork was finally done, Mother packed it up

Lore Decker

windows. And not only on the first Advent-Sunday,
but also on the following ones.

Finally, Christmas Eve was just around the

corner! Mother’s Gutsle-tins were still on top of

the wardrobe out of reach. The milkman and the

bread man and the washerwoman and VegetableAchmed also received their share. Meanwhile,
at school, we had learnt songs, dances and
poems. On the morning of the 24th was the

dress rehearsal. Mother would sometimes later

tell us how her three angels came home from the

rehearsal, the lovely, long, white cotton stockings
not at all white anymore, so that they had to be

quickly washed again. It fell to Father to dry three
pairs of stockings with the hair dryer.

beautifully and sent it off to Germany.

At nightfall we went to the school-and-community

In October we started to practise Christmas carols

last row. We children had to wait, impatiently, in

and a ceremonial Angel Dance at school. There
always was a nativity play as well, and to take

part in it was a very special honour. Shortly before
Christmas, angel gowns were unpacked from the

big costume box on Herr Wurst’s pulpit, and tried
on, putting us into a festive Christmas mood.

When we came home from school, the house smelt
so deliciously of gingerbread (Lebkuchen) and

Gutsle, and the Ausstecherle we children had been
allowed to cut out from the dough were naturally

the best and most beautiful, even when the dough
had become discoloured from much kneading.

Before the great joy of Christmas there was also

the time of Advent. St Nicholas came to us Haifa
children not on December 6 as in Germany, but
on the first Sunday of Advent to put gifts into

the shoes which had been placed outside our
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celebration in the hall, which was packed to the
the ante-room, until, at last, the door to the hall

opened. Then, in procession, we walked into the

hall, the smallest schoolchildren in front. And there
it stood, as always, in the front left-hand corner,
shining with candlelight: the huge and beautiful

Christmas tree, a pine tree from Mount Carmel.
Overcome with excitement and joy, we were

hardly able to sing along to Ihr Kinderlein kommet
(O come Little Children). We sat on the benches
closest to the front and waited until we were

allowed on to the stage in awe and wonder; we

took part in the ceremonial Angel Dance, wearing

white gowns with golden trim and golden bands in

our long, flowing hair. After we had sung our songs
and the older children had performed the nativity

play, Herr Wurst, our community leader, made his
speech. Looking down at us with a kind smile, he

directed his words to us. For a long time the image
of him standing there on Christmas Eve, big and

strong, was how I pictured God in my childhood.

After we had received our presents and Gutsle, and

present was meant for. And then the big moment

Dies ist die Nacht, da mir erschienen des großen

which lay under the tree in their splendour,

appeared to me our great God’s friendliness). And

that the things lying there were the same things

the brass band had played, the community sang

arrived. We could finally unwrap the presents,

Gottes Freundlichkeit. (This is the night, on which

illuminated by candlelight. We didn’t even notice

then we went home.

that Mother had spent many long evenings working

This walk home on Christmas Eve is one of my

a colourful knitted jumper. And lined up beside

dark, cold night we walked through town, I, the

blue pleated skirts and colourful knitted jumpers.

Father’s, one in Mother’s. I have never felt as

on the presents-table from our grandmother in

Holy Night. We saw that the Christmas candles

had been worth it.

hardly wait to get home. First there was the evening

Now, of course, we had to try out the new ball and

although we were so filled with anticipation that

and as much marzipan as we liked. When we could

part of our tradition that our faithful dog received

probably exhausted herself, tucked us lovingly into

Pfeffernüsse (spice-cookies), which he devoured,

doll, I saw it all again in my mind’s eye: the Angel

come: in the living room there was a tinkling that

we had missed seeing yet again, God in the form

on: for each daughter a dark blue pleated skirt with

childhood’s most enduring memories. In the

them were our three big dolls, also dressed in dark

youngest, between my parents, one hand in

And once again there was something wonderful

secure and as blissful as on our way home on this

Germany. So, our efforts during the long holidays

were already lit in some houses, and we could

meal; our tradition was Minzenmay rolls and ham,

the new coloured pencils and ate as many Gutsle

we could hardly enjoy this rare treat. It was also

hardly keep our eyes open anymore, our Mother,

his Christmas treat before the gift-giving: a plate of

our beds. Drifting off to sleep and cuddling my

his tail wagging. And then, finally, the time had

Dance, the Christmas tree, the Christkind, whom

could only be the Christkind’s bell.

of Herr Wurst, and the dear faces of Father and

Father opened the door and assured us that he had

hand on that Holy Night.

Mother with me walking between them hand-in-

just seen Christkind fly out the window! While we

sang a Christmas carol, our gaze wandered over to

the presents-table, and we tried to guess who each

Translated by Monika Dryburgh
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2018 ENROLMENTS OPEN!

PLAYGROUP

GERMAN LANGUAGE SCHOOL

2017 has seen Playgroup grow to great numbers,

German classes will commence on Monday,

with many new families and children attending

February 5.

each week. We have re-established a relationship
with TTHA and this has seen us regularly visit the

Enrolments are now open!

residents, which is thoroughly enjoyed by all.
We are planning to offer a special VCE Tutorial
The 35th birthday celebration in October was the

Class (Years 10 to 12) in Bentleigh, likely to take

highlight of our year, and it was great to see so

place on Wednesday, maybe Tuesday.

many past attendees there. Our commemorative
quilt will be put together in the new year. We still

All other classes: Bayswater on Tuesday,

have squares available, if any past families would

Bentleigh on Monday and Wednesday.

like to contribute.
Playgroup will celebrate the end of another great
year with a Christmas break-up party on Friday,
December 15 and returns for 2018 on Friday,
February 9 at 9.30am. Enrolments are now open!
For further information, contact:

Sharon Nied
E: nieds@optusnet.com.au
M: 0413 472 583
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Stefan Mummert, Principal
E: germanschool@templesociety.org.au
M: 0415 619 201

NOTICES

Christmas in Haifa
Photo courtesy of Doris Frank, TSA Archives

ANGELS AND ELVES – A
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENT

NEW YEAR SERVICE

Friday, December 22 at 6.30pm
Bayswater Chapel
An inspirational and fun Christmas evening for all
the community, incorporating:

Sunday, January 28
Bayswater Chapel
4.00 pm

Renate Beilharz

Carol singing (with candles)

•

Storytelling and dressups

•

Activities

•

Music

•

Christmas supper, and

•

Father Christmas (with a small gift for
children)

Come along for a thoughtful contemplation in
preparation for the year ahead.

•

Please contact Renate Beilharz on 0439 562 802
or email beilharz.renate@gmail.com if you are
able to assist with any aspect of the evening;
we are looking for helpers and participants of all
ages.
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COROWA REUNION 2018

BIRTHS

Earlier this year we announced the upcoming Reunion –

Amy Edelmaier and Matthew Young

April 2018 in Corowa – of friends from years 1936 to 1939.
So far the response has been a good one, but not quite as

high as the numbers that attended our Canberra Reunion in

are very happy to announce the
birth of Charlie Frederick Young on
November 10.

2016.

This can be readily explained through illnesses and natural
attrition.

We would like to match the Canberra numbers because our
costings were based on these.

With that in mind, we will now also make our Reunion
available to members and friends born during WW2.

Doris and Erich Frank are thrilled
to announce the arrival of their first
grandchild Liam Nestor Kerr, born
October 26, son of Veronika Frank and
Murray Kerr.
By the time you read this, Oma and

Don’t be put off if you haven’t attended a Reunion before.

Opa will have just returned from

you to actually become a valued part of the group.

New Zealand.

We will go out of our way to make you feel welcome and for

visiting the new family in Christchurch,

For more details including receiving an Application Form,
contact:

John Maddock on 9557 6713
Helga Anderson 0437 704 072 or
Manfred Lobert 0456 041 038

BUS TO BENTLEIGH
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Sunday, December 24
10.00am
The Rosa bus will depart outside TTHA at 9.10am for this
service. If you wish to come in from Bayswater on the bus,
please book your seat with the TSA Office. Rolf Glenk has
offered to be the bus driver.

Marianne Herrmann, for the TSA Office
		

18

Templer Talk December 2017/January 2018

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
EMERALD WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Gerlinde and Harold Slip were
married on December 28, 1962

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Gertrud and Hans Blessing were
married on December 9, 1967
We offer hearty congratulations
to you all

Places Limited. FREE Intro Session!
SECURE YOUR SPOT NOW!

SYDNEY EVENTS
February 9
Seniors’ Group
Wentworthville Leagues Club
11.45am

February 25
Service
Ingrid Turner & Ingrid Hoffmann

Babies to 4 years old
Meadowbank Hall
10.30am

Run by a qualified early-childhood educator
Outdoor nature-play area
New creative & educational activities every week
Fun & interesting excursions

		

Contact us for more information:
P 03 9557 6713
E playgroup@templesociety.org.au
www.templesociety.org.au/playgroup
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CAMP BOOKINGS ARE
CLOSING!

BAYSWATER
ADVENTSFEIER

We have two great camps happening this January, so tell

Bayswater Hall
Thursday, December 7
8.00pm

ALL of your friends and family – everyone is welcome! Full
details of the camps have been emailed to everyone on the
youth mailing list, but if you know of someone who may be
interested and is not on our email list, please feel free to pass
on the information or get them to contact me. The TSA can
assist with travel costs for any interstate participants wanting
to attend, and sponsorship is available for any family finding

I will be taking the VW van from Bentleigh
to this event, departing the Bentleigh Hall
at 7.00pm. Anyone wishing to come with
me is asked to book with the TSA Office

the cost a difficulty.

as places are limited.

Bookings for both camps must close on Monday, December 4!

Marianne Herrmann
P: 9557 6713
M: 0407 271 764
E: nanne@templesociety.org.au

Summercamp 2018 – Saturday 6 to Friday 12 January
Our numbers are low this year! Please spread the word to
your family and friends of this age, and let’s keep this great
tradition going!

ROSTERS

•

For all kids aged between 10 and 15 years

•

Being held at Grossmans Country Cottages in Torquay,

Bayswater Morning Tea
Monday, December 25

with heaps of great activities and beach time!

Ingeborg Arndt

•

Cost is: $407 (1st child), $330 (2nd child etc.)

Marlene Kuebler

•

We do need more kids to come, so PLEASE pass the
word on to any other families who may be interested

Youth Camp 2018 – Monday 15 to Saturday 20 January
•

For all kids aged between 15 and 18 years

•

Being held in bunk room accommodation at Philip Island
Big 4 Caravan Park Newhaven

•

Cost is: $308 (1st child), $253 (2nd child etc.)

For details, booking forms and all camp enquiries, contact:

Cath Shelley
M: 0468 338 655
E: activities@templesociety.org.au
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Bayswater Flowers
Monday, December 25
Trudi Blessing
Heidrun Messner

Bayswater Lawnmowing
Week ending December 10
Wolfgang Frank
Rolf Glenk

Bentleigh Morning Tea
Sunday, December 24
Dot Ware
Suzy Ware

We wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
Hannelore Schlerf

Theo and Susan Graze

Walter Hopp

Karin Ruff and Thomas Gengenbach

Jörg, Irene, James and Jessica Kemper

Elisabeth Wagner

Helga Anderson

Philip and Ryan Wagner and Carmel Warren

Christian Anderson and Tiffany Conway with

Michael and Marie Wagner
Christine Wagner and Stephen Kruk with

Amelia and Abbey

Sophie and Bridget

Silvia and Brendon Anderson with Noah and Zoe
Erika Anderson and Katrina Heath

Peter, Robyn and Anna Wagner

Mark and Marianne Herrmann

Thomas and Kasia Wagner and family

Alastair Herrmann and Patti

Marcus and Lauren Wagner and family

Nicholas Herrmann and Connie

Birgit, Riannon and Lauren Berkeley

Monika Herrmann and Attrayoo

Herb and Marianne Schnerring

Luise Wagner

Heide and Bruce Dryburgh

Lilli Waechter

Rolf and Vyrna Beilharz

Anna and Erich Waechter

Erika and Paul English

Renate Weber

Leni Löbert

Gerda Struve

David, Anita, Kathryn, Emily and Alison Cross

Walter Struve

Tony and Renate Beilharz and family

Rosemarie and Peter Weller and family

Renate Hoffmann and Julian Lu with
Daniel and Joshua

Erika and Con Kotsiakos and family
Kurt Eppinger

Hildegard Hoffmann

Rose Hahn

Herbert Hoffmann

Ruth Haar

Christa and Rod Lingham and family

Hulda Wagner

Hans and Sheela Ibel and family

Ilse Birkner

Peter and Dot Ware and family

Manfred and Hildegard Mischker

Michael and Phillip Ware

Gudrun Dimpfel

Kurt and Erna Unger with Gertrud and Walter

Trudy Herrmann

Edith Hatswell

Gretel Krockenberger

Anne Stevens

Jochen and Lottie Hohnholt

Lotte Hoopmann

Martha Strasser

Edith Unger

Monika Strasser

Uli and Rose Asenstorfer

Hiltraud Kinder

Enno and Gisela Schmidt and family

Antonia Kinder and Darren Strachan

Martina Eaton and family
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NEW FOR 2018!
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VCE TUTORIALS
YR 10 to 12

2018 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN
AFTER SCHOOL GERMAN
LANGUAGE CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 15
LOCATIONS:
BENTLEIGH & BAYSWATER
FIND OUT MORE:
P: 9557 6713
E: germanschool@
templesociety.org.au

ACCREDITED AFTERHOURS COMMUNITY
LANGUAGE SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN

WORKSHOP IN 2018
Are you curious to find out more about the Temple Society?
Wish you had paid more attention in confirmation classes

CHRISTMAS
SERVICES

many years ago?

Sunday, December 17

Want to refresh your understanding of Templer ideals?

Meadowbank Hall

Christmas Service
4.00pm

Have you been waiting for adult confirmation classes?

Elder: Ingrid Turner

Want to know more about the fundamentals of being a

Sunday, December 24

Templer?

Christmas Eve Service

Do you find it challenging to explain the Temple Society and
Templer thinking to family and friends?

Bentleigh Hall
10.00am
Elder: Irene Bouzo

Heard about the Temple Society, but really want to know a
bit more?

Monday, December 25
Christmas Day Service

From April to June 2018, a series of interactive workshops
will be held for anyone interested in finding out more about
Templer thinking and the Temple Society.

Bayswater Hall
10.00am
Elder: Harald Ruff

More information in Templer Talk, March 2018.

Renate Beilharz

OFFICE CLOSURE
As usual, the TSA Office will not be fully attended during the Christmas and summer holiday period. We
will close on Friday, December 22 and re-open on Monday, January 29, 2018. Messages can be left on the
answering machine, but please be aware that they may not be responded to immediately.
In emergency situations, or matters of need, please contact one of the following:

John Maddock

Mark Herrmann

Martina Eaton

Jan Johnson

Administration Manager

Regional Head

Community Care Worker

Sydney Community Support Worker

M: 0419 118 554

M: 0439 104 053

M: 0433 335 815

M: 0412 731 101
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Tickets $2 or 3 for $5
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BIRTHDAYS
Wir gratulieren herzlich zum Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:

December
Ulrich Asenstorfer		

89

Irene Eppinger		

83

Hans Hornung		

83

January

Nella Kruck			80
78

Manfred Loebert		

79

Heinz Minzenmay		

81

Gerd Schlender		

79

78

Helmut Eppinger		

78

Elsbeth Jeserer		

88

Erich Waechter		

81

und wünschen auch allen hier nicht
angeführten Geburtstagskindern alles

Harold Slip			79

Gute und Schöne zum neuen Lebensjahr –

Linda Steller			101
Alwyn Steltenkamp		

Monika Droste		

Helga Neef			77

Horst Orth			84
90

87

Turid Lange			76

Herbert Neef			83
Reinhold Orth		

Rosemarie Asenstorfer

Heinz Dehn			78

86

Irmgard Loebert		

80

Anny Beck			86

Gerda Knaub			79
Bruno Krockenberger

Ingeborg Arndt		

Happy Birthday!

78

Gerda Struve			89
Ulrich Weller			76

CALLING ALL YOUNG (AND YOUNGISH!)
CHILDREN
Please contact the TSA Office if you or your children – of any age – are interested in participating in or
assisting with the children’s involvement in the Bentleigh Christmas service.

This year the service is on Sunday, December 24 at 10.00am. There will be no Sunday School on the day.

Marianne Herrmann
P: 9557 6713
M: 0407 271 764
E: nanne@templesociety.org.au
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Dec 2017 | Jan 2018
1

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

3

SUN

Adventsfeier Be 2.30pm

7

THU

Adventsfeier Ba 6.00pm

8

FRI

Sy Seniors’ Group Blacktown Workers Sports Club 11.45am
Sy Christmas Dinner ABC Studios 4.30pm | Essen Restaurant 7.00pm

9

SAT

Youth Break-up: Deck the Hall Ba 6.00pm to 9.30pm

10

SUN

Service TTHA 10.30am

11

MON

December Templer Reflections published

12

TUE

Be Frauenverein 12.00noon
ERC Be 7.30pm

15

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

17

SUN

Christmas Service Sy 4.00pm

19

TUE

Term 4 ends (NSW)

22

FRI

Term 4 ends (Vic) | TSA Office closes for 2017
Angels & Elves Community Celebration Ba 6.30pm

24

SUN

Christmas Eve | Christmas Eve Service Be 10.00am

25

MON

Christmas Day | Christmas Day Service Ba 10.00am

26

TUE

Boxing Day

31

SUN

News Year’s Eve

1

MON

New Year’s Day

19

FRI

Telelink 2.30pm

26

FRI

Australia Day

28

SUN

New Year Service Ba 4.00pm

29

MON

TSA Office re-opens for 2018

E tsa@templesociety.org.au | W templesociety.org.au | T 03 9557 6713

