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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF

TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

Renate Weber

“Few, if any, contemporary groups
in the world had been interned as
often or as long as the Templers”
Many had already been interned
in Helwan, Egypt, in WW 1

Herbert Neef, disembarking the QE ship, wearing his
pith helmet

A

small group of dedicated volunteers began
getting the Archives back into shape nearly
a year ago. As the team worked through the
backlog, precious pieces of Templer history passed
through our hands.

them. More volunteers were recruited to bake and
cook, while others continued to research facts,
do interviews to gather photos and find out the
details of what many of us knew anecdotally from
our parents.

We commented how interesting the archival items
were and what a shame it was to shut these historical
records into grey boxes to be protected forever, but
with few people ever getting to see them.

Finally, the big day arrived, and we were blessed
with good weather and a wonderful turn-up – far
more than booked and expected, but nevertheless
an excellent result.

So when it was suggested we needed to celebrate
75 years of Templer presence in Australia, I
volunteered to use my rostered August Service in
Bentleigh to incorporate this significant milestone
into my Presentation. Little did I realise what a
rollercoaster of a journey was ahead! We decided
to have an Australian scones-and-jam morning tea
and thought how nice it would be to invite all those
who were in Camp at Tatura. Once we commenced
our research, there was no stopping! We needed
more time for people to see the display we planned,
so lunch was added. Pretzels definitely had to be
on the menu, and a soup was chosen to go with

The buzz in the Bentleigh Hall was palpable as the
Recorder Group opened the Celebration with a
beautiful Mozart suite. The Service was presented
visually as well as verbally with a few minor hitches.
Reference was made to past Services as I discovered
how durable the progressive thinking of our Elders’
and Founders’ ideas were. It was important to
acknowledge how significant Australia was for our
successful establishment in this wonderful land.
The Choir contributed by singing the Lord’s Prayer
to end the Service and then sang two delightful
German folk songs as a transition to the historical
presentation.
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Above: Rolf
Beilharz
disembarking
Above right:
Reinhard Beilharz
and daughter
Gertrud
Right: The Queen
Elizabeth

Pictures and stories were told, and we need to
make it quite clear that we did the best we could
in the time we had. Yes, we could have done better
in some areas and we hope no one felt left out. We
even had students from Deakin University film the
event. Jason Cohen, the leader of the group who
asked to attend and film, comes from Tatura and
volunteers at the Tatura Museum.
Renate Beilharz was able to present a more Sydneycentric show the following Sunday after her Service
in Meadowbank, as that community gathered to
share stories and sustenance in typical Templer
fashion.
As we debriefed the event and planned this
publication, we realised we had forgotten about
two significant entities that had contributed to
Templers’ prosperity in the early years: the Sunbeam
Poultry Farm in Bayswater – hence the symbolic
feather in our Bayswater crest – and also Four and
Twenty Pies where Hans Faig and Hans Richter

were instrumental for much of the productionline development and, as a consequence, were
able to secure employment for many Templers in
their factory. There was also employment at Erica
Specialties and Gee Vee Pickles. Templers were
acknowledged as excellent employees – reliable,
hardworking, loyal and honest. Aren’t we lucky we
didn’t ever have a Bentleigh crest? Would it have
been the Pie or a Vol-au-vent or a Gingerbread
Man?
We were gratified by the community’s response to
the event and hope we can maintain the connection
and enthusiasm generated by this celebration.
We hope you will enjoy the 75-year-journey down
memory lane in words and pictures. It contains
stories from our members, detailed statistics,
historical photos and snapshots of Templer life.
Thank you all for your involvement and participation.
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TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA
24 AUGUST 1941
Doris Frank and Renate Weber

Above: 2008 saw the
completion of a mammoth
undertaking to record
Templer history in a
textile format – the
Fabric of Society wallhanging. Participation
in this project gave many
Templers the opportunity
to

create

something

together and make a
lasting contribution to
community life, like the
building projects in the
past.

August 1941 marked the time of arrival of the first group of Templers transported
to Australia and interned in camps in Victoria and South Australia.
This booklet – produced to celebrate this historic occasion – features two
articles by Helmut Glenk about the Templers’ transportation on board the
Queen Elizabeth during WW II and their time in internment, as well as many
stories, two of which are those of our oldest and youngest internees – Leni
Löbert and Uli Hoefer.
On 24 August 1941, the Queen Elizabeth lay at anchor in mid-harbour, Sydney,
for some time before disembarkation commenced. The ship was too big to
go under the Harbour Bridge, and so the Templers were transferred to ferries
which brought them ashore to a freight wharf where special trains were waiting.
The first bright spot was the apple everyone was given on arrival, the guards
were changed and the Australian soldiers were friendly once they discovered
this was a boatload of displaced families.
The Templers were taken by train and, finally, by bus to a place near Tatura
in Victoria. On a chilly Monday afternoon, 25 August, they were checked into
a camp for civilian internees.
The first few days were very hard. Unlined huts, with chicken-wire ventilation,
mattresses that needed to be stuffed with straw, and no hooks, nails, cupboards
or shelves to store their scant belongings.

6

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

A camp leader and compound leaders
were elected. Men were rostered for duties
and women helped in the kitchen.
Mail and newspapers were censored.
Conditions improved over the years as a
certain respect was established between
the camp inhabitants and the Australian
guards. 1945 had rumours circulating
about Germany’s defeat. On 8th May it
was announced at breakfast that Germany
had surrendered. Those in Tatura were told
they could no longer return to Palestine.
The Templers began to be released
from August 1946. They were expected
to have secured both employment and
accommodation before leaving the camp.
Many sought live-in positions on farms.

Time in Internment
Templer Elders were (and still are) accurate
in documenting significant events and,
fortunately, we have documents produced
in the camp with details of births, deaths,
Darstellung services (Presentation),
Confirmation services, Sunday services
and other meetings.
The Saalbuch, created in 1941, records
all significant events in camp and after,
until 1950.
A list produced by Theodor Fast says
there were 536 Templer men, women and
children and gives details which settlement
in Palestine they were from. Add to this
the groups of Protestants, Catholics and
others, coming to a total of 660 who arrived
on the Queen Elizabeth. Details of which
group they belonged to are significant
when drawing out further statistics, such
as births, Presentation etc.
These totals changed over the course
of time in internment. In 1943 all single
men aged 18 and over were transferred
from Tatura to the Loveday men’s camp
in South Australia and some families

Top: Camp 3 viewed from the water
tower towards the main gate
Middle: A typical camp hut
Bottom: Pastel sketch of a barrack by Glunkler
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were repatriated to Germany by a civilian prisoner
exchange program. The missionaries from New
Guinea came to the camps the same year. Others
were set free in 1945, before the majority began to
be released from August 1946 onwards.
Interned with the Templers in Camp 3 were other
Germans from Palestine, seventy-eight missionaries
from New Guinea, twelve persons from Iran,
eleven from Malaya and one hundred and fiftyfour Australian Germans. These figures are from
October 1942. The totals for the New Guinea
missionaries greatly increased in 1943, when they
were joined by some of their wives and children
who also had to leave New Guinea. The women and
children, evacuated from New Guinea and billeted
out to members of the Lutheran Church of South
Australia in December 1941, had been told their
stay in Australia was for approximately one week!
After some time separated from their husbands,
the women asked to be with their husbands in the
family camp when room became available. This
happened in early 1943.

Of the Tatura internees...
Jone Frank was appointed religious leader with
Wilhelm Eppinger his deputy. Increasingly, Wilhelm
Eppinger took over many of the duties.
147 of the people entering the camp (620 Templers
and Protestants) and 36 of the 45 Templer babies
born in the camp are still alive today.
The oldest living person transported is Helene (Leni)
Löbert (née Haar), 95, born in September 1921.

in to Tatura” which is somewhat amusing: just
imagine babies being ‘marched in’ from the hospital
a few days after birth!
While working in the Archives we realised that,
despite all the challenges and difficulties they faced,
our people maintained their faith and their religious
practices such as Confirmations and Presentations.
Every December on Hoffmann’s Gedenktag there
was a presentation of children (Darstellung) born
that year.
On December 14, 1941 the first Darstellung service
was held for eight children, most of whom were
born before their arrival in camp – Uli Hoefer, the
youngest transportee being one of these. Dieter
Steller, one of the first children born in camp, at the
end of November 1941, was also presented to the
community on this occasion. Wilhelm Eppinger held
that service. In 1942, four children were presented
by Jone Frank; in 1943 there were ten; in 1944
six and in December 1945 three children were
presented; in 1946 there were five.
Of the 45 persons born in the camp, nine have died
since, three of them already as infants in camp.
During the internment itself, eleven Templers died. In
addition, two infants of the Stürzenhofecker family
(missionaries from New Guinea) died in separate
accidents in Camp 3 in September and October
of 1946. They all have memorial plaques in the
Tatura German War Cemetery. Two others who died
elsewhere were interred with their spouses in Tatura.

The youngest person transported is Ulrich (Uli)
Hoefer, 75, born in May 1941.
There were forty-five births in the Camp – the
first being Elfriede Kaltenbach (now Faig) born in
October 1941 and the last was Helmuth Vollmer
born in October 1947. Both the Kaltenbach and
Vollmer families were repatriated to Germany on
the General Heintzelman in November 1947.
All these children have a ‘Service and Casualty
Report’ document listing them as a POW or internee
with an ID number. Those born in the Waranga and
Mooroopna hospitals have the comment: “Marched
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Erich Frank’s Service Record

SCHOOL
A school was soon established with teachers
drawn from internees, including some of
those from Iran. At first they had no exercise
books to write in, so toilet paper was used.
We have class photos of three groups –
class 1/A, class 2/A and 2/B and the Abitur
(Matriculation group). Several of this group
went on to University study in Australia after
their release from camp.
Right: A page from the reader

Class 1/A with Gudrun Heider, 1945
Back row from left to right: Peter Drescher, Fred Stoll,
Walter Munzel, Siegfried Walter, Peter Girschik, Berndt
Schnerring, Dieter Winkler, Ernst Lewandowsky,
Manfred Haering, Dieter Glenk.
Middle row: Ilse Groezinger, Helga Wied, Gisela
Wied, Ingeborg Graze, Irene Zimmermann, Ursula
Stürzenhofecker, Peter Dyck, Kurt Kazenwadel, Albrecht
Stürzenhofecker, Eberhard Günthner, Günther Bacher
(tall boy with braces).
Sitting: Herta Beilharz, Helga Koenig, Gerlinde Reiner,

A “toilet paper exercise book”

Helga Bulach, Gretel Scheerle, Reinhild Bitzer, Irmgard
Schnerring, Helga Hoffmann, Friedericke Bergman.
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SCHOOL

Class 2/A and 2/B with Else Zischler and Lilo Wagner (Thaler), 1945
Back row from left to right: Frau Zischler, Gerhard Stoll, Hannelore Streicher, Helga Schnerring, Rolf Beilharz, Lilo
Wagner.
3rd row: Harald Graze, Ernst Bergmann, Heinz Beilharz, Irmgard Bacher, Helga Girschik, Waltraud Doster, Brigitte
Beck, Waltraud Lämmle, Gerda Rossteuscher, Volker Bulach, Winfried Bitzer, Roland Stürzenhofecker.
2nd row: Heinz Minzenmay, Mathias Lechner, Gudrun Beck, Ilse Frank, Marianne Dannenberg, Gretel Kübler,
Friedl Lippmann, Marianne Kirsch, Waltraud Günthner, Heidi Frank, Helga Weinmann, Gisela Sawatzky.
Front row: Helmut Palmer, Walter Cluss, Martin Winkler, Jochen Metzner, Günther Schnerring, Ulrich Krafft,
Herbert Blaich, Herbert Löbert, Ernst Wied, Ulf Metzner.

Left to right: Gretel Kaltenbach,
Oskar Krockenberger, Margarete
Pfänder, Gerhard Wagner, Eva
Ruff, Irene Beilharz, Klaus-Peter
Abitur (Matriculation group), 1945
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Hoffmann, Paul Rubitschung,
Gertrud Frank, Kurt Eppinger

Class 2/A and 2/B at their Confirmation with Dr Hoffmann (seated) in 1951
Back row, left to right: Herman Löbert, Christian Imberger, Heinz Minzenmay, Ulrich Krafft, Erich Wächter, Harald
Graze, Ernst Wied, Ulf Weller, Herbert Blaich, Heidi Frank (Vollmer), Ursula Weller (Gloor), Gretel Kübler, Elfriede
Eppinger (Witte), Waltraud Lämmle (Lubitz), Brigitte Beck (Glockemann), Ingrid Beck
Front row, left to right: Günther Schnerring, Volker Bulach, Heinz Wied, Herbert Löbert, Lilli Wächter, Gisela
Sawatzky (Bulach), Ilse Groezinger (Dehn), Ilse Frank (Beilharz), Friedl Lippmann (Weller), Erika Hornung (Beilharz).

From left to right: Heidi Vollmer,
Volker & Gisela Bulach, Rolf
Some Class 2/A and 2/B at the 75th anniversary celebration

Beilharz, Ilse Beilharz, Heinz
Minzenmay, Günther Schnerring
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Otto and Gertrud (née Beilharz)
Frank, 15 August 1946

Weddings
There were seven weddings of internees during
internment:
Albert and Anna (Krause) Kugler, 8 May 1943
and Eduard and Gudrun (Frank) Heider on the
same day. Pastor Strelan from Bendigo held the
marriage service in English with some German
mixed in. Pastor Schneller (internee) held the
wedding speech (Traurede) for the Kuglers on the
same afternoon. The next day (9 May) the religious
wedding ceremony for the Heiders took place with
Jone Frank (Gudrun’s father) as Elder.
Albrecht and Gerda (Decker) Kazenwadel, 7 March
1946. The official marriage service was held in
English by the military chaplain Stuart Campbell
Calder (Presbyterian Church) at 2pm in the school
hut and, following that, the religious wedding
ceremony by Wilhelm Eppinger in German.
Martin and Helene (Streker) Winkler, 16 July 1946;
Otto and Gertrud (Beilharz) Frank, 15 August 1946;
Gerd and Emma (Herrmann) Aberle, 20 August
1946 and Frieder (Friedrich) and Aline (Zollinger)
Vollmer, 22 August 1946. The official ceremonies
were also performed by the military chaplain Stuart
Campbell Calder.
Top: Wedding greeting card 1946
Middle: Gerd and Emma (née Herrmann) Aberle,
20 August 1946
Right: Change of Name Form
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Confirmation Group 1946

Confirmations
There were three Confirmation ceremonies held in
the camp. In October 1942, Jone Frank (Elder) held
the confirmation for 24 persons. Two years later, 18
young people were confirmed by Wilhelm Eppinger
(Elder). And, in 1946, there was a third Confirmation
ceremony again conducted by Wilhelm Eppinger
for a further group of 18.
We assumed the girls wore white dresses, but Ruth
Haar (née Scheerle) told us that hers was pink, and
made from pyjama material. All the girls in 1942
wore pink dresses. They only appear white in black
and white photos! Helmut Ruff remembered that
the boys wore white shirts and long black trousers,
ordered through the canteen weeks beforehand
as clothes were rationed and not easily obtained.
White jumpers were knitted by the mothers, sisters
and relatives for the 1944 and 1946 groups of
confirmands.
In the 21st century we are much more youth-focused.
The confirmands participate and present to their
family and the community at their confirmation and
it gives them a lived experience of being a Templer.

Standing, left to right: Werner Blaich, Norbert Sawatzky,
Bruno Fast, Ernst Ruff, Herbert Schnerring, Paul
Hoffmann, Wilhelm Eppinger (Elder), Hans-Werner
Dyck, Bruno Krockenberger, Edmund Beilharz, Günther
Scheerle, Theo Graze, Heinz Bulach
Seated, left to right: Berta Krafft (Way), Anni Steller
(Beck), Helga Baldenhofer (Dietrich), Lore Decker
(Kairies), Renate Steller (Herrmann), Lotte Blaich
(Blavius).

Camp memorabilia
Templers always had the skills to be organised, and
Tatura was no exception. Concerts and plays were
produced, vegetable gardens cultivated, access to
sewing machines and irons was rostered, and one
of the camp’s main occupations was the making of
practical and decorative items from any available
materials, such as jam tins and pieces of red gum.
There are many artifacts in the Museum in Tatura.
Again Templer ingenuity and inventiveness must
be admired.

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA
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Chess set

Tatura “silver”

Rundschreiben
The circular named Rundschreiben was begun by
Wilhelm Eppinger and Max and Jone Frank inside
the camp to ensure that those outside and inside
stayed in contact with one another. The first, dated
15.11.1946 was produced three months after the
first people had left the camp (mid-August). Several
copies were typed and sent to seven families (in
Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales and
Queensland) who were asked to send it on to other
Templers outside. The fourth issue already was sent
to 175 addresses, primarily in Victoria, but also to
some in the other states.
In a recent Warte article, Peter Lange discusses
Christoph Hoffmann’s legacy, the essence of which
was to live in harmony as a Christian community,
which keeps us alive and functioning as an
independent progressive Society today.. “There
must be freedom of belief in the Temple Society.
No one should do harm to another, but we should
all live like brothers together.”
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Buttons made from unused pieces of wood

In most celebrations of significant milestones in our
history we always begin with a service. When the
Boronia Hall was opened in 1957, we gave thanks
for having found a new home in Australia and, as
virtual strangers, still experienced much friendship
and help. Our expulsion from Palestine left us
homeless. The Australian government reached out
its hand, which is worth remembering and of note.
Otto Löbert once said that “we should not only think
about God for an hour on Sunday morning in Saal
and the rest of the week pursue our own interest
but, as Templers, we should strive to be Christlike
at all times. Whether awake, sleeping, working or
recovering, or eating, drinking and enjoying each
other’s company, as well as when supporting one
another in tragedy, sorrow or pain, we are silently
connected and live under the guiding light of Jesus’
teachings.”

Back row, left to right: Christian Beilharz, Walter
Hoffmann, Otto Weller, Elisabeth Hoffmann,
Lisa Aberle, Dieter Ruff, Johannes Orth, Eugen
Wagner, Nicolai Schmidt, Oskar Groll.
Front row, left to right: Maria Minzenmay, Hugo
Messerle, Friedrich Aberle, Wilhelm Minzenmay,
Reinhold Orth, Otto Löbert, Wilhelm Imberger,
Irene Loebert, Meta and Gustav Beilharz.
Children , left to right: Helga Hoffmann,
Mornington group

Herta Beilharz, Hartmut Beilharz, Heinz
Minzenmay, Rolf Wagner?, Rolf Beilharz.

Mornington
From the beginning of August 1946, internees began to be released. The Paul Gohl and Gustav Beilharz
families were amongst the first families to leave camp, both released on 23 August 1946.
The Friedrich Haering family was the last to leave, on 6 January 1948.
The first gathering of Templers post camp was on 3 November 1946 at the (rented) house of Gustav and
Meta Beilharz and Wilhelm and Maria Minzenmay in Mornington.

CHRISTMAS IN CAMP 1941

With a temperature close to 45 degrees Celsius, the internees
used a eucalypt branch for a Christmas tree and made a
Lebkuchen (gingerbread) house from ingredients saved from
the kitchens. In Mess Hut No.2, “C” Compound, Internment
Camp 3, the candles just drooped!

Left: Christmas in the Camp, 1941
Above: Front cover of the Christmas
Program for 1943
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Golden Sands camp, Cyprus

CYPRUS
Whilst a large number of Templer families were
transported to Australia to spend up to seven years
in internment, there still remained a sizable group of
Templers and friends interned in Palestine in Sarona,
Wilhelma, Betlehem and Waldheim. Those from
Sarona were relocated to Wilhelma in December
1944. After further unrest towards the end of the
British Mandate before the state of Israel was
created, the bulk of the remaining Templers were
evacuated from Palestine to Cyprus in April 1948,
while some of the oldest and least able to travel were
allowed to go to Jerusalem to be cared for by the
Borromeo Sisters. The group of close to 300 persons
who were taken to Cyprus spent up to ten months
in the tent camp of ‘Golden Sands’ on a beach
front near Famagusta before they could organise
transport, broken up into five groups departing over
six months from October 1948 to March 1949.

Cyprus kitchen group
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Apart from the plane load that left for Germany in
October 1948, they were followed by three groups
travelling from Cyprus by sea (on the Al Misr and
twice on the Partizanka), and one by air, totalling
two hundred and sixty persons who had chosen to
join their relatives and friends in Australia.

Post war arrivals in Australia
A year before the main groups of people were able to
leave Cyprus, one small group of six from Palestine
travelled together on the Partizanka and arrived in
Sydney on 15 January 1948.
Then followed a wave of Templer immigrants arriving
from Germany in the early 1950s on the Toscana,
Oceania, Ugolino Vivaldi, Australia and other ships,
to re-join their families who had stayed on in Australia
after internment.

Arrival in Cyprus

Oceania

Toscana

Partizanka

Oceania arrivals

Toscana arrivals
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FIRST SAAL IN RUSSELL STREET
The hymn chosen was: Wie groß ist des
Allmächt’gen Güte and the text was
Matthew 4,4: Der Mensch lebt nicht
vom Brot allein. The service was held by
Wilhelm Eppinger. Over 150 members
were able to meet on this occasion.
For most, it was the first reunion with
those they had not seen since camp
times. Despite all challenges thrown
their way, the Templers have always
managed to live their faith and maintain
their community.

Weddings
The first wedding post camp was
in Melbourne between Gustav
Reichert and Elfriede (Friedl) Ruff
on 8 November 1947. In Sydney,
Theo Wagner and Hulda Wurst were
married in March 1948. The double
wedding of Helga and Magda
Beilharz to Rolf Weller and Helmut
Baumert was held in Windsor, New
South Wales in January 1950.
After camp, Templer religious life
resumed, with Presentations and
Confirmations in both Melbourne
and Sydney and Services held at
various venues.

Top left: Elfriede (Friedl)
Ruff and Gustav Reichert
married 8 November 1947
Top right: Theo Wagner
and Hulda Wurst
Bottom left: Magda Beilharz
and Helmut Baumert
Bottom right: Helga
Beilharz and Rolf Weller
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1949 Confirmation
On 24 April 1949, 16 young people were
confirmed in Bentleigh. This was the first
Confirmation in Australia, post camp.

House in East Malvern and
Dr Hoffmann
The Templers purchased the house
at 38 Central Park Road, East
Malvern on 26 March 1950.
On 20 August 1950, the Temple Society Australia
was formally constituted with Dr Richard O.
Hoffmann elected as Regional Head. Over
the ensuing years, Templer communities are
established with church halls and community
centres in Victoria at Boronia, Bayswater and
Bentleigh/Moorabbin, in NSW at Meadowbank
and in Tanunda, SA.
In 1970, Dr Hoffmann was appointed President
of the Temple Society in Australia and Germany.

Sommerfest
The first Sommerfest
was held on the
Bayswater land with
Dr Richard Hoffmann
leading the service in the
open under the trees in
January 1954.

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA
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Folk dancing

Jugendgruppe Activities
in Melbourne
The Jugendgruppe (Temple
Society Younger Set) was very
active in these early years,
holding many activities, such
as Bunter Abend, folk-dancing,
youth camp at Pt Lonsdale, and
various other excursions.

JG carrier
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Pt Lonsdale excursion

Bunter Abend

Sydney Frauenverein
Taken at Dankfest or Christmas
bazaar in 1964. This photo was in
Traude Uhlherr’s things (courtesy
of Herta Uhlherr).

Standing, left to right: Hanni Steller (Gohl), Elle Beck (Eppinger), Elly
(Hugo) Steller, Emma Gohl (Beilharz), Traude Uhlherr (Kaulfuss),
Else Huebner (Beck), Edith Gmeiner (Krafft), Ruth Steller (Hahn),
Nella Kruck (Gollmer), in front of her Emma Wurst (Hoffmann),
Gisela Tautz (Steller), behind her Otto Wurst (ring in), Elly (Eugen)
Steller (Lippmann), behind her Hertha Gollmer (Uhlherr), in front
of hat: Frieda Orth, Paula Weller (Wurst), Ilse Baldenhofer, Erni
Weller (Decker).
Sitting, middle: Gertrud Schnerring (Herrmann), Meta Beilharz
(Krafft), Ilse Birkner (Wurst), Magda Storz (Wurst).
On floor, front: Lene Beck (Imberger), Hulda Beilharz, Elfriede
Bechert (Noz).

Boronia Hall and members
attending the first Saal
Service
The first community Hall built in
Australia was at Boronia in 1957.
Plans were drawn up by Erich
Weller in 1953 and building was
started in 1956, all with voluntary
labour by Templer members. In
later years the Kegelbahn and the
bell tower were added. The photo
at right shows members who
attended the first Saal service
in Boronia.
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Bayswater Hall and Temple
Society Centenary
In 1961 the Bayswater Hall was opened on the
centenary of the Temple Society founding day. This
was also built by volunteer labour, like the Boronia
Hall. Later (1979), rooms for German School and
Playgroup were added and also a community room.

Meadowbank Hall
In 1948 the men of the 25 Templer families in Sydney
met to organise a local Templer community. On
12 October 1948, Gustav Beilharz was elected
community head and held that position until 1978.
In 1961, a hall at Meadowbank was purchased by
the Temple Society. Herbert Steller, Hugo Weller
and Kurt Beck were appointed as trustees and
registered as joint tenants. In November 2007,
the former Presbyterian Church building was 100
years old.

Bentleigh Hall
The Bentleigh Hall and the Office of the TSA were
officially opened in 1965.

22
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1986 Jubilee
Altersheim, Bayswater
In 1973 the Templer Home for the Aged
was officially opened. Several extensions
and amalgamations over the years have
resulted in the Tabulam and Templer
Homes for the Aged (TTHA).

On 22 June 1986, the TS
celebrated its 125th Jubilee.
It was a big celebration
with addresses, musical
performances, dancing and
gymnastics.

1991 50th Arrival
Anniversary
Held at Tatura in a large marquee
erected at Kuhnle Point. The
official ceremony was held at
the Victory Hall in Tatura, with
Heinz Beilharz as the Master of
Ceremonies.
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2001 Dieter Ruff farewell
Dieter Ruff was farewelled as the outgoing
President of the Temple Society at a
function in Bentleigh. Karin and Jörg
Klingbeil were the representatives from
the Tempelgesellschaft in Deutschland.

2002 Chapel opening
Dr Rolf Beilharz held the Service
at the opening of the Chapel in
Bayswater.

2011 150 th celebration,
Jigsaw project
Lisa Beilharz created this jigsaw
from photos collected for the
occasion.
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2015 CONFIRMATION | MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY

Melbourne, from left to right: Brendan Wied, Daniel Lu,

Sydney: Ingrid Turner, Renate Beilharz, Katja Hesse,

Bailey Field, Thomas Eaton, Lachlan Glenk, Luca Haar,

Andreas Hoffmann, Renate Weber, Annette Wagner-

Charlotte Breisch, Brody Verhagen, Kelilah Breisch, Dane

Hesse.

Rainbird, Katja Hesse, Hugo Richter, Samuel Heron,
Bryce Jürgensen.

Piers Festival 2015

75th celebration, Bentleigh

Many migrants came to Australia by ship in the early
1950s, including existing and future Templers. In
January 2015, we took part in the Piers Festival,
displaying excerpts from a number of migrant
stories collected.

Everyone was invited to celebrate, but specific
invitations were sent to all original internees and
those born in the camp.
Each window in the Bentleigh Hall (lucky there were
so many!) displayed people and Templer activities
for a particular year from 1941 to 2015.
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Helmut Glenk

75 YEARS SINCE
TEMPLERS CAME TO AUSTRALIA
The Gottlieb Beck family

The 24th of August 2016 marks the 75th anniversary
of the first Templers arriving in Australia. This period
of 75 years almost matches the 80 years of the
Templers in Palestine (1868-1948). The Templers,
536 men, women and children, did not come to
Australia of their own free will, but were deported
here during WWII as civilian internees. They were
part of a larger group of German and Italian internees
from Palestine and northern Africa deported by the
British in July 1941. They came to Australia on
the Queen Elizabeth, the world’s largest ocean
liner, which was converted for troop transport.
As well as bringing civilian internees to Australia,
many German and Italian prisoners of war from the
North Africa campaign were also on board being
transported to Australia.

Sydney to Camp 3 at Tatura
The landing of the POWs and civilian internees at the
Pyrmont Berth of Darling Harbour was a significant
news item in Australia and was widely reported
in the daily newspapers, as well as being filmed
by film crews of Cinesound, the major supplier of
newsreels at the time. Some of the press reports
are shown below.
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Waiting ashore were Australian troops with fixed
bayonets. The personnel assigned to manage
the arrival of the internees had been advised that
they were to expect the arrival of dangerous Nazis
and were somewhat surprised to see women and
children alighting from the ferries. Once ashore,
a number of the women were issued with reddyed army great coats for protection against the
winter cold. The 835 German and Italian internees
were split into two groups, in alphabetical order of
surname, for the railway journey from Sydney to
their destination – Camp 3 near Tatura, Victoria.
They were issued with numbers for the carriage
to which they had been assigned. They boarded
the two trains in an orderly manner at the Pyrmont
Railway Station only a short distance from where
the ferries had berthed. The internees enjoyed
comfortable upholstered seats and there were
enough carriages to accommodate all of them
without the overcrowding that had occurred on the
trains in Palestine and Egypt.
The train journey started at about 11.00 hours
and went through the Sydney suburbs in a southwesterly direction to Campbelltown, Bowral, Moss
Vale and on to Goulburn, which was reached at
16.45 hours. The journey continued through the

SYDNEY NEWSPAPERS
THE SUN | Saturday, 23 August 1941

Palestine Police Here

German Prisoners arrive in Sydney – Sullen Officers,
Happy Rankers

Members of the Palestine police force have arrived in
Sydney, in charge of enemy internees from the Middle
East. [...] Army officers said yesterday that it was the first
time Palestinian policemen had been sent to Australia as
guards for enemy internees. They were selected because
they could speak the internees’ language.

First batch of German prisoners of war to be sent to
Australia arrived in Sydney to-day, and taken by trains to
internment camps in the country. […] Also on board the
ship [the name of the ship was not allowed to be published
as it was a war secret. HG] that brought the prisoners was
a large party of civilian internees, including many women
and children. […] From the portholes women internees,
some holding toddlers, watched the disembarkation of the
prisoners. The bright reds, pinks and blues of the clothing of
the women and children contrasted sharply with the sides
of the ship and the khaki and field grey of the prisoners…

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH | Monday, 25 August 1941
Internees helped by Guards
Australian garrison soldiers carried babies and pushed
prams when German and Italian internees from Palestine
were landed in Sydney. The ferry-load of internees included
many parents with young children and babies in arms.
A few-weeks-old baby wrapped in a patched shawl was
carried ashore by a grinning Australian private. “I know all
about it. I’ve got one of my own,” he said. The same man
helped a German mother with her twin daughters, aged
three, who were dressed alike in scarlet woollies.
Suitcases, bundles, cane baskets, and water bottles were
carried from the ferry to the train for internee mothers.
Some of the small girls wore dark blue ski suits and carried
school bags strapped to their backs. Younger girls nursed
dolls and teddy bears. One boy, in a brown Tyrol suit carried
a bucket and hobby horse.

Farmers from Palestine
An army spokesman said many of the Germans were
farmers from Palestine. Although few of the women were
well dressed, many men wore good suits.
A number of Italians wore four-plus suits and berets. German
women used no make-up, but a few Italian girls had lipstick.
[…] The Germans took little interest in their surroundings. […]
Amongst the internees were six German and Italian priests.
[…]

THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD | Monday, 25
August 1941
A number of German civilians, including women and
children, from Palestine, were brought to Sydney with the
first contingent of German prisoners of war, for internment
in Australia. While adults in this party wore solemn faces
the children smiled a cheerful greeting to the new land in
which they will live for the duration of the war.

MELBOURNE NEWSPAPERS
THE ARGUS | Monday, 25 August 1941
German prisoners and internees arrived in Sydney on
Saturday. […] Women internees and their children brought
ashore a variety of household accessories. Some of the
children had schoolbags over their backs. Members of the
military guard helped carry babies to the wharf.
The internees from Palestine were supervised during the
voyage by members of the Palestinian Guard, which is
officered by Englishmen. They wear a uniform of sky-blue
with a silver star.

THE SUN | Monday, 25 August 1941
First Nazi Prisoners Arrive
Many disillusioned men were among the first batch of
German prisoners and civilian internees who arrived in
Australia on Saturday to be interned […] a few Italian officers
and men and German civilian internees from Palestine
were on the ship.
Australian soldiers acted as guards. Australian garrison
soldiers carried babies and pushed prams when a new
batch of German and Italian internees from Palestine landed
yesterday. The first internees included many parents with
young children and babies in arms.
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night via Yass and Berrigan, and at 8.30 hours on
25 August 1941, the town of Tocumwal on the New
South Wales-Victoria border was reached. The
internees were well provided for on the journey
and the “comfort” of upholstered seats and roomy
compartments allowed many of the internees to
get some sleep during the night.

only furniture they contain are beds made of timber

At Tocumwal it was necessary to change trains,
because the Victorian Railways used a different
gauge to that in New South Wales. Again two trains
were used to transport the internees; once the first
train was full, it departed, and the second train
followed a few hours later. From there, the trains
travelled south to Shepparton in the Goulburn
Valley in central Victoria. The first train arrived there
at about 11.00 hours and the second train some
hours later. At the heavily guarded railway station,
and much to the relief of the internees, they were
allowed off the train to stretch their legs and were
served a substantial breakfast.

of the outside walls, under the eaves, is a 30 cm

After the brief stop at Shepparton, the trains
continued to their destination near Rushworth;
the first train arrived at the Hammond Siding at
13.15 hours. Again armed military guards were
stationed as the internees alighted from the train.
The internees were quickly transferred to a fleet of
buses for the last leg of their journey to internment in
Camp 3, located south-west of Tatura. The internees
on board the second train arrived at the Tatura
camp in the late afternoon.
In his private publication, Transported to the End of
the World, Helmut Ruff provides a vivid description
of the arrival at the camp: “It is late on 25 August
1941 when the buses drive through a large wire
cage into the camp which is to be our home for the
next few years. We are surrounded by barbed wire,
guard towers and searchlights. We see tents and
corrugated iron huts. Friends from the first group,
who have arrived a few hours earlier, take us into
a hut with tables and benches, where we get hot
soup and tea. Then we sit out in the open on our
luggage and on blocks of firewood and wait, tired
and cold. Finally, it is dark by now, father comes
and takes us to our quarters. We carry our luggage
past a number of huts, until we arrive at the very last
one. Here, we are allocated two small rooms. The
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frames with wire mesh nailed to them. On top lie

straw paillasses and several grey army blankets. It
is freezing cold in the unlined rooms. The outside
walls are corrugated iron, internal walls are of thin

Masonite sheets, and the ceiling is formed by the
corrugated asbestos-cement roof. Along the length
open strip covered only with chickenwire.

We crawl into our beds in our warmest clothes and
with extra socks on, trying to get warm, when the

lights go out in all huts. Only the powerful lights
along the perimeter fences and the searchlights in

the watchtowers light up the night. What are they
doing to us? Have we deserved this? Did they bring

us almost one third around the globe to finish up
in a place like this?

We feel like the convicts ‘transported at the King’s
pleasure to the end of the world’.”

Erna Tietz also recorded her impressions of her

arrival at the camp: “Towards evening, we stop

at a station. Buses are waiting, the women and
children must get on, and the men have to look
after the luggage. We arrive at camp after half an
hour’s drive.

Horrified, we look at each other. We had not

imagined that things would be this bad! All we
can see is a large, doubly fenced square, with

barbed wire, barricades and watchtowers at the

corners. The barbed wire gate is flanked by a small

watch-house. The whole thing looks like a gigantic
rat trap!”

Camp 3 Design and Layout
The camp, covering an area of 6.65ha, was

located on the northern side of Zegelin Road (a
dirt road) which was a branch road west to the

main Tatura-Rushworth Road. It was about 15km

north of Rushworth, approximately 2km west of the
Waranga Basin (lake), 10km south of Tatura, and
approximately 100km north of Melbourne.

Aerial view of Camp 3, Tatura

The camp was constructed on land owned by E. A.
Coyle, which the Federal Government of Australia
had compulsorily acquired under the Defence
Powers it has at times of war.
The camp was cleverly placed so that no landmarks
were visible to the internees; they could gaze out
into the vast countryside (grazing land) where no
buildings and only a few trees could be seen. It
was built on a gently sloping northerly aspect, but
“enclosed” by inclining slopes to the south, east
and west. It was designed to accommodate about
1000 internees.
The camp outline was in the shape of a diamond.
It was fully enclosed by a 4m high barbed wire
fence, a wide strip of land without vegetation and
an entanglement of barbed wire. Access to the
camp was via a heavily guarded gate at the northern
corner, and three guard towers with searchlights
and machine guns were erected on each of the
other corners. At night the camp’s perimeter was
lit up with bright lights.

Inside the camp were four compounds – A, B, C,
and D – separated by two 10m wide roads running
from each extreme point of the camp to the other.
Access to the compounds was through gates
from these roads. The compounds were divided
by 3m high barbed wire fences. At the access gate
into each compound, sentry boxes were located
and these were connected by telephone to the
guards at the main gate and to the watchtowers.
Each compound was approximately 16,600sqm,
designed to accommodate 250 persons in ten huts
divided into twelve rooms of 2.61 x 2.97m each.
Strategically located and hung on the end external
walls of each hut were a number of red buckets,
which had to be kept full with water in case of fire.
As a rule, two adults were assigned to each room,
but in many instances three persons, usually two
adults and a child, were put into a room. When the
internees first arrived, tents had been erected in
the compounds for 20 additional persons in each
compound. Young single men were accommodated
in these tents. The huts were constructed with floors
off the ground, with a wooden frame covered by
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corrugated iron sheets, a window for each room, a
sloping gabled roof with bare corrugated asbestoscement sheets forming the ceiling from inside. The
external walls were lined with thin hardwood, but
the ceilings were unlined. The thin internal walls
were not sound-proof and every word and noise
from one room was heard in the next. The rooms
were freezing cold, as it was late winter when the
internees arrived in Tatura. Each compound also
had its own large kitchen, including stove and work
area; two large mess halls; a small first-aid facility; a
hut for an office, store and canteen; ablution blocks
with toilets for women and men.
Inside each room were two metal bedsteads and
a bundle of stuffy bed linen, including a couple
of army woollen blankets. A thin mattress was
provided for the women and the men had to fill their
own paillasses. Otherwise the rooms were totally
bare – no chairs, no table, no shelves, no storage
facility of any kind, not even a nail to hang things on.
Outside the camp to the north-west were the
garrison quarters and stores; the warden quarters,
guard rooms, offices and workshops were located
in the north-eastern area near the main gate. In
this area there was also a detention cell built of red
bricks – it was known as das rote Häusle (the little
red house). On the high side to the south, there
were six towers that supplied water to the camp.
The water was pumped from the nearby Waranga
Basin to these towers. Electricity was supplied from
the State’s power grid which was operated by the
State Electricity Commission.
On arrival, the camp was very basic and devoid of
any equipment or items needed for everyday life.
The internees had to list and show cause if they
wanted anything additional – clothing, bed linen,
extra kitchen utensils, cleaning equipment, bedpans for the hospital, chamber pots for families
with small children and writing materials for school.

Administration
The Australian Government was very conscious
of its obligations as to the welfare and rights of
both civilian internees and POWs, as stipulated by
the Geneva Convention. The administration and
management of the Camp was under the control

30

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

THE ROLE AND POWER OF
THE CAMP COMMANDANT
TO MAKE CAMP RULES
1. Allow Official Visitors and representatives of the
Protecting Power to visit the Camp to ensure the
treatment of the internees and the condition of
the Camp is satisfactory
2. Issues regarding the treatment of internees and
a procedure for petitions and complaints from
internees
3. Selection by the internees of individual(s) as their
representative(s)
4. Action to be taken on the internees on arrival
5. Procedure for money and cash accounts
6. How to deal with the internees’ property, other
than cash.
7. Internees’ clothing and the issue of new clothing
8. Food rations and ability for internees to prepare
food
9. The right to smoke
10. Provisions to have canteens and the issue of
canteen orders or tokens
11. Ability to establish a library(ies)
12. Hygiene measures
13. The right to freedom of religion
14. Capacity to transfer internees, especially the sick
15. The need for exercise and recreation
16. The establishment of a medical facility in each
Camp and the medical treatment of internees
17. Outward and inward letters and parcels and
censorship of such
18. Ability to receive and own books and music
19. Internees to pay for property wilfully damaged
20. Communications with persons outside Camp
21. Internees to comply with all regulations, orders,
rules etc.
22. Power of Camp Commandant to deal with certain
offences
23. Conditions under which disciplinary punishments
are to be served
24. Procedure how to deal with offences against
criminal law
25. Procedure to deal with accidents
26. Procedure to deal with deaths
Major Sproat was the Camp Commandant when the
internees arrived at the Camp.

of the Royal Australian Army. The Army fulfilled this
role within the jurisdiction of the National Security
(Internment Camps) Regulations of 23 January
1941 under the National Security Act 1939/40. The
detailed regulations covered a wide range of issues,
as shown above, and were the basis of how the
camp was administered.

Independent Safeguards
for Internee Welfare
Independent officials were permitted to visit
the camps to check on the internees’ welfare
and treatment. There were two types of officials
empowered to do this.
Firstly, the Official Visitor, who was appointed by
the Minister of State for Defence Co-ordination to
visit the camp on a regular basis. The internees
could submit either individual or group complaints
to the Official Visitor without fear of punishment,
even if the complaint was found to be groundless.
The Official Visitor was required to submit a report
of any complaints or petitions to the Military Board,
as well as to the Military Commandant of the military
district in which the camp was situated. A copy of
any report submitted to the Military Board by the
Official Visitor also had to be submitted for the
information of the Minister.
Justice Sir Gavan Duffy was appointed by the
Australian Government as the “Official Visitor”.
Secondly, Representative(s) of the Protecting Power
were permitted to communicate directly with the
internees and visit the camp. Switzerland had been
appointed the Protecting Power and the Consul
General Mr Pietzcker from the Swiss Consulate
in Melbourne was its representative. He visited
the camp on numerous occasions to receive the
internees’ grievances and requests. Mr Pietzcker’s
first visit was on 30 August 1941, only five days
after the arrival of the internees. On that occasion
he heard the grievances about the treatment the
internees received during their deportation to
Australia.

Other persons including politicians and high-ranking
military personnel. Dr Morel as representative of
the International Red Cross also visited the camp
to check on the internees’ welfare.

The Early Period in Camp
As indicated above, the Regulations (Regulation 14)
were very specific in what was required when the
internees arrived at the camp. These requirements
included the allocation and recording of a serial
number for each internee; a body search and the
confiscation of any property (including money),
which was not permitted to be taken from the
internee (Regulation 10 provided that “…no woman
shall be searched except by a woman”), a receipt
had to be provided for any confiscated items; a
medical examination of each internee and his/
her medical condition recorded; each internee to
be given a copy of the regulations and any Camp
Orders which had to complied with. The Camp
Commandant was also authorised to photograph
and fingerprint the internees.
However, as it was late afternoon when the last of
the internees arrived, it was imperative that they
be allocated to their hut or barrack, and fed. The
allocation of internees to their rooms was done
in alphabetical order of surname, starting in B
Compound, then C Compound and the balance of
internees were allocated to A Compound. The Italian
internees who had shared the journey to Australia
with the German internees were also allocated to
A Compound. D Compound was already occupied
by German (many Jewish) and Italian families from
Australia, Singapore and Malaya.
On the first day of their interment Major Sproat
issued orders that:
(i) Each compound was to elect a leader and deputy,
a quartermaster, a kitchen supervisor, a works
supervisor and a supervisor for each residential
hut. These elected persons were to be responsible
for the internal management and for maintaining
law and order amongst the internees in their
compounds.
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(ii) Kitchens, medical facilities, dining halls, toilets
and washrooms had to be cleaned (scrubbed) every
morning ready for inspection by 9.30am.
(iii) Roll calls would be conducted every day – males
over 16 years of age had to assemble twice a day in
an assembly area near the main gate; and females
and children had to be outside their rooms every
morning when the inspection tour was done.
(iv) Anyone who was assigned work outside the
compound by an appropriate officer and kitchen
personnel was paid one shilling (ten cents) per day.
The following were elected Compound Leaders:
A compound – Hermann Tietz for the German
internees, Signor Casati for the Italian internees
B Compound – Albrecht Aberle
C Compound – Gottlieb Ruff
Mr Aberle was also elected as overall spokesperson
for the camp for discussion and raising issues with
the Camp Commandant and other authorities. The
Camp Commandant relieved Mr Aberle of this
position in December 1942 for his strongly worded
letter to the Swiss Consul. He was replaced by
Gottlieb Ruff.
Every hut had a Hut Leader. The twelve Hut Leaders
and the Compound Leader were the authority
for their respective compound. The Hut Leaders
were responsible for advising the internees of any
instructions and directives. The Hut Leaders also
had to accompany the military officials during
rollcall.
Every day a bugle would sound around 9.30am and
all internees would have to line-up in front of their
hut. The Hut Leader called out the names of the
internees, who in turn had to reply with a “yes sir”
before being ticked off the list by the military official.
The adult male internees had three roll calls per
day, but this was later reduced to two. In the early
days of life in the camp, two soldiers were placed
at each end of the rows of huts to ensure no-one
sneaked away or changed huts as the internees’
names were ticked off.
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A daily routine was soon implemented for the whole
camp. This involved:
5.00 hours Commencement of kitchen
duties, lighting of stoves and coppers
6.30 hours Morning exercise for
boys aged 10 to 17 years
7.00 hours Morning exercise for girls
8.30–9.30 hours Cleaning of dining
rooms, ablution blocks, latrines etc.
12.00–13.00 hours Lunch
13.00–14.00 hours Rest period
15.00 hours Afternoon tea
17.30 hours Dinner
21.00 hours Compound Leaders had to make
a check and report that “everything was ok”.
22.00 hours All lights off in huts, whilst the external
lights remained on. The “lights out” policy was the
source of many complaints, especially from parents
with young children and babies who had no light at
night. Although the Army eventually provided some
plywood for lining the inside of the huts and some
pull-down light switches for the single-bulb light
in each room, the “lights out” order remained until
the end of the war. On some special occasions, an
additional hour of lighting was provided.
Unknown to the internees was that this would be
their “home” for the next five to six years. Unknown,
also, was that they would never be allowed to
return to their homes and properties in Palestine.
The general view amongst the internees was that
Germany would win the war and that they would
be able to return to Palestine.
This was the beginning for the Templers in Australia
– a period of hardship, confinement, uncertainty,
loss of freedom and, in some cases, separation
from family.

INTERNMENT IN AUSTRALIA
Helmut Glenk

Tatura Internment Huts

Work Rosters
One of the measures in the early days of camp
life was to ensure that people were given tasks
to perform. This had a multi-purpose focus: to
minimise boredom; to give the internees a daily duty
to do their bit as part of the “camp community”;
in some instances, a small payment was received
for the work performed; and it helped to establish
some independence for the control of and smooth
running of the camp’s internal operations. Some of
the internees volunteered for certain tasks, others
were assigned duties based on their skills and
training, whilst still others were rostered for specific
tasks. Men and women were doing the cooking
and food preparation duties, while the young were
assigned to serve meals in the dining room.
In due course, internees were involved in canteen
work, camp administration, educational activities,
gardening work and with help in the compound
hospital. At first, the cleaning of communal facilities
(toilets, ablution blocks, laundry and kitchen) was the
responsibility of single men and male adolescents;
later on, when all the unmarried men were moved
to another camp, the cleaning duties had to be
assigned to males who were not working full time
in administration, kitchens, workshops, hospitals
or teaching.

As well as setting up work rosters, the internal
camp management group appointed individuals
for specific functions, such as Fritz Lippmann and
Jakob Rippert for organising the labour force, and
others placed in charge of the canteen, kitchen
and workshop.
Camp Leader Gottlieb Ruff recorded some activities
and work rosters in 1942:
“Of those employed permanently inside the camp
the Army pays at present 9 cooks, 1 boiler stoker,
1 bootmaker, 1 gents’ tailor, 1 ladies’ tailor, 1
plumber, 1 hairdresser, 2 hospital orderlies and 5
teachers. But these are not sufficient to guarantee
the efficient running of the camp. Therefore these
paid workers voluntarily donate two *shillings per
week so those additionally employed but unpaid
workers are recompensed. The latter 9 men in
administrative positions, 2 carpenters/joiners, 4
gardeners, 4 bootmakers, 3 kitchen helpers, 2
doctors’ assistants, 2 dental assistants and eleven
teachers. Many of these voluntarily forgo any regular
payment. – The Army requires daily an average
of 15 men to work on various duties outside the
camp, including those in the vegetable garden.
These workers are not asked to contribute any of
their pay.” (Translated by Helmut Ruff)
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Religious Services
The right to religious freedom was enshrined in
Regulation 24, which provided:
(1) …internees shall be permitted complete freedom
in the performance of their religious duties, including
attendance at the services of their faith in the camp.
(2) Ministers of religion, who are internees, whatever
their denomination, shall be allowed freely to
minister to their co-religionists in the camp.
Both Protestant and Catholic divine services were
held in the camp, but there was no actual church
or chapel. On Sundays and Holy Days, such as
Christmas and Easter, services were held for all
faiths, at first in a designated hut of B compound
and later in the large assembly hall in C compound.
The Catholic faithful attended short daily Morning
Prayers and devotional services in the camp office.
Protestant services were conducted by Wilhelm
Eppinger, an Elder of the Temple Society Jerusalem
settlement, and Pastor Hermann Schneller, Director
of the Syrian Orphanage in Jerusalem. Catholic
services were conducted by Italian and German
priests.
The Templers also held special religious services,
as they celebrated the traditional harvest festival
(Thanksgiving) and Hoffmann’s Gedenktag in
commemoration of their founder, Christoph
Hoffmann. They provided religious instruction to
the young, as well as presentation and confirmation
services in later years.

Food and Kitchen Services
The internees were well catered for as far as food
was concerned – nobody went hungry. Camp
Leader Ruff noted at the end of 1942 that “…Food
supplied to us is good and plentiful. Sugar rations
were reduced by one third recently. Fruit supplies
are insufficient; we have to buy more through our
canteen.” Again, the regulations provided for this
and the Australian authorities ensured compliance.
Regulation 18 referred to both quantity and quality
of food, as well as the internees’ role in food
preparation. It said:
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1. The food ration of adult internees shall be
equivalent in quantity and quality to that of soldiers
at the internment camp, and sufficient drinking
water shall be supplied to them.
2. Internees shall be afforded the means of preparing
for themselves such additional articles of food as
they may possess.
3. Internees may be employed in the kitchens in an
internment camp under the supervision of a noncommissioned officer appointed for that purpose.
4. Collective disciplinary measures affecting food
shall not be permitted.
To have the kitchens operating properly and the food
prepared and served on time was an immediate
priority when the internees arrived in the camp.
Rosters were drawn up, with cooking staff separate
from kitchen staff, both consisting of men and
women. All meals were cooked using wood-fired
stoves, ovens and large coppers.
The meals were served by the younger internees in
the mess halls (dining rooms) of each compound.
Six internees per table were sitting on benches,
three on each side. Tables and benches were clearly
numbered to show which compound they belonged
to. The army provided plates, mugs and cutlery,
right down to teaspoons. After each meal was
completed, a washing-up bowl was placed on the
table, hot water was collected from the outside
coppers and the internees washed their own cutlery
and crockery, which were then shelved along the
walls of the mess hall. In time, the internees made
small cloth bags for the eating items to stop them
from getting dusty.
The food rations received were based on army
rations with special consideration given to children.
The ration list sets out the quantity and variety of
food supplied per 100 persons in the A, B and C
compounds, the German sections of Camp 3.
Note: lbs=pounds Imperial, one pound=454grams,
ozs=ounces Imperial, one ounce=28.3grams

Over the years, as the large camp garden was
developed, the seasonal produce of fresh vegetables
supplemented or replaced many of the rations
supplied by the camp authorities.
The meat delivered to the camp was usually fore
and hind quarters of beef and whole lambs. The
camp butcher was Rudolf Wied, an internee from
Wilhelma, Palestine.
The kitchen staff set aside some of the ingredients
that were provided. These ingredients were then
used for special occasions, such as baking Gutsle
(traditional Christmas cookies), cakes and biscuits
for festivals, celebrations, theatre nights and school
functions.
Occasionally, some items in the rations were in
excess of the internees’ needs and were disposed
of for fear of the overall ration quantities being
reduced if reported.

Laundry Services

FOOD RATIONS
			Adults		

Children

Apples 		18¾lbs		37½lbs
Bacon			

65⅜lbs		

65⅜lbs

Baking Powder

1lbs9ozs

1lbs9ozs

Beef			400lbs		300lbs
Beetroot		25lbs		25lbs
Bread 		525lbs		525lbs
Butter			76lbs9ozs

87½lbs

Cabbage		100lbs		100lbs
Carrots			40lbs		40lbs
Cauliflower		75lbs		75lbs
Celery			40lbs		40lbs
Cheese		37½lbs		37½lbs
Coffee			8¾lbs		8¾lbs
Curry Powder		12½ozs		12½ozs
Dried Fruits		43¾lbs		43¾lbs
Egg Powder		12½lbs		12½lbs

The laundering of personal clothing, bedding and
nappies had to be done by internees individually.
Wash troughs and coppers (heaters with large
copper troughs) to heat water and boil clothes
had been installed in the camp. Each hut was
allocated a time and washday for the internees
to use the laundry facilities, but difficulties arose
on days of inclement weather when the washing
was hung out to dry in the designated drying area.
The washing and drying of nappies was a huge
problem for families with babies. Heating devices
were strictly prohibited in the huts; yet, despite
this, some portable heaters were made and used
illegally. Unfortunately, a tragic consequence of this
was when, in 1945, such a heater set fire to a hut
and an infant lost its life.

Eggs (Fresh)

The ironing of clothes was another issue. Ironing had
to be done using charcoal-heated irons. Problems
arose if there was a shortage of charcoal. A few of
the Australian German internees managed to get
some electrical irons into the camp, but since there
were no power points, the leads of the irons were
adapted to fit the light sockets which then caused
the fuses to blow.

Pumpkin		50lbs		50lbs

Flour

25 dozen

		52½lbs		43¾lbs

Golden Syrup		8lbs		8lbs
Jam 			79½lbs		79½lbs
Macaroni		 50lbs
Milk (fresh)		

350pints

525pints

Mustard		7ozs		7ozs
Mutton 		225lbs		225lbs
Oatmeal		35lbs		17½lbs
Onions 		87½lbs		87½lbs
Oranges

100pieces

200pieces

Parsnips		20lbs		20lbs
Peas (dried)		

43¾lbs		

21⅞lbs

Pepper 		7ozs		7ozs
Potatoes		 437½lbs

350lbs

Rice			

21⅞lbs		

21⅞lbs

Salt			

21⅞lbs		

21⅞lbs

Sugar 		131½lbs

131½lbs

Tea			10lbs15ozs

10lbs15ozs

Tomato Puree 		

20 tins (each tin 30ozs)

Turnips (white)

50lbs		50lbs

Turnips Swede		50lbs		50lbs
75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

35

Education and Schooling
Education of children was another priority for
the internees in Tatura. The children, ranging
from toddlers to teenagers, needed to have their
schooling continued after it was disrupted by the
deportation in July 1941. The Australian authorities,
being aware of the need to provide ongoing
education for children, suggested that the children
be sent to local schools in Rushworth and Tatura
to resume their education. But the camp leaders
rejected this offer, primarily because of language,
as none of the children could speak or read English
yet, besides, they also wanted to teach German
culture and language. They therefore opted for an
education plan that was based on a multi-level
school system: kindergarten, Grundschule (primary
school) and secondary school, all within the camp.
At first only one professional teacher was available,
Wilhelm Eppinger, although Pastor Schneller, from
the Syrisches Waisenhaus (Syrian Orphanage) also
had some teaching expertise. These two developed
the curriculum and set the standards for the various
levels and appointed other suitable persons as lay
teachers. The initial shortage of teaching staff was
alleviated when the missionaries from New Guinea
and internees from Persia (Iran) arrived. These
included well-educated professional people, many
with a teaching background.
Teaching material and text books were also very
limited, as was writing paper. The internees had
been able to bring some text books from the Sarona
School and one of the early tasks was to translate
some of the Australian text books. Application was
made through the Swiss Consulate for assistance
with teaching material from Germany. The Red
Cross and Young Men’s Christian Association
provided some material. Due to the lack of writing
paper, toilet paper had to be used. In later years,
some of the profits from the canteen were used to
buy materials, books and equipment for educational
purposes.
The school classes were held in the various mess
halls. This was a cumbersome arrangement
because, after each breakfast and lunch, tables and
chairs had to be rearranged and screens (tarpaulins)
erected to separate the classes. The camp leaders
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and the Army agreed for a separate school building
to be built outside the camp, which was completed
in 1942. All teaching was done in German, except
for the English and French language classes.
Initially, a kindergarten was established in each
compound, but these were later combined and
located in B Compound. Children from three years
to six attended the kindergarten. The young ladies
supervised the children, taught songs and nursery
rhymes and arranged suitable activities.
The Grundschule served the whole camp. There
was an annual intake for children aged six years.
The curriculum and standards for the secondary
school students was established by Dr Wilhelm
Eilers, the former Headmaster of the German School
in Teheran. He was given permission by the German
Education Department to arrange courses based
on German educational standards up to the Abitur
(Matriculation – year six of secondary school). In
1943, when single men over 18 were transferred
to the Loveday Men’s Camp in South Australia, Dr
Eilers was amongst them. The senior students of
Camp 3, however, wanted to continue with their
studies. In September 1944, Dr Eilers advised in
writing what subjects needed to be studied and
what texts were needed. These text books were
purchased through the Red Cross. Teachers also
had to be found within the men’s camp to teach
subjects to the required standard at the appropriate
level. Dr Schneller and Wilhelm Eppinger undertook
this task. Some of the teachers selected were:
Mr Fischer – English teacher – a teacher from a
Sydney private school
Nicholas Häringer – French teacher – a Christian
Brother from France
Dr Reitmaier – Chemistry and Biology teacher – a
representative of I.G.Farben
Dr Schoenzeler – Physics teacher – a qualified
engineer
The students were advised that the Abitur
studies would be a two-year program, and a final
examination would be set. The teachers would then
have to submit the examination papers to Dr Eilers
for assessment.

CONFIRMATIONS
Confirmations in the Templer community are
important as they represent a constant in the
continually changing timeline of Templers throughout
the world and are a connection to the traditions of
religious life.

Left, left to right: Arnolf Löbert, Loni
Groll (Wilke), Vera Schmidt (Bieg),
Erika Aberle (Schulz), Luise Ehmann
(Harm), Gudrun Hardegg (Luh),
Walter Katz

Below, left to right: Luise Richter
Wilhelma 1946 with Nicolai Schmidt

(Ruff), Heinz Vollmer, Gerda Scheerle
(Struve), Anna Richter (Eppinger)

Cyprus 1949 with Immanuel Katz

Left to right: Walter Kazenwadel, Hans
Hornung, Richard Hornung, Irene Eppinger
(Blaich), Hilda Katz (Beilharz)

Wilhelma 1944 with Nicolai Schmidt
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Picture includes: Willy Loebert,
Friedrich Sawatzky, Herbert Neef,
Wilhelm Eppinger (Elder), Günter
Eppinger, Irene Wied (Eppinger),
Nelly Dreher (Gabron), Hannelore
Dyck (Schmidt), Walter Groll, Erich
Häring, Margrit Herrmann (Lang),
Luise Kübler (Minzenmay), Helmut
Laemmle, Hellmut Neef, Gisela
1949 Melbourne with Wilhelm Eppinger

Schmidt (Bieg), Willy Kübler, Erhard
Sawatzky

From left to right: Kurt Beck, Rolf
Beck, Gerlinde Hardegg (Slip),
Hermann Ralph Uhlherr and in
front Peter Uhlherr, Inge Steller
(Osarek), Hartmut Beck, behind him:
Erhard Gohl, Traude Jung, back: Rolf
Beilharz, Wilhelm Eppinger (Elder),
Herta Beilharz (Uhlherr), Heinz
Beilharz, Gisela Jung (Sinkovits),
Gerhard Weller, Gunter Beck, Horst
Orth, Walter Steller

1951 Sydney with Wilhelm Eppinger

From left to right: Eckhard Jung, Dr
Richard Hoffmann, Gudrun Steller
(Knodler), Hartmut Beilharz, Frieder
1955 Sydney with Dr Hoffmann
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Gohl, Hanni Gohl (Steller), Reiner
Steller, Dieter Steller

Front row, left to right: Peter
Liebeskind, Michael Schnerring,
Frederick Bechert, Christoph Wurst,
Ingrid Hoffmann
Back row, left to right:

Mark

Baumert, Erich Weller, Herbert
Weller, Karin Weller (Riordan), Tony

1969 Sydney with Gustav Beilharz

Strasser

Picture includes: Lisa Beilharz
(Madden), Robert Beilharz, KarlHeinz Ehmann, Marianne Ehmann
(Pace), Christa Schulz (Wade),
1976 Sydney with Gustav Beilharz

Monika Strasser, Ralph Strasser,
Alfred Weller, David Wurst

From left to right: Heidi Kruck
(Maslen), Ingrid Slip (Turner),
Philip Orth, Brigitte Weller, Beate

1982 Sydney with Felix Haar

Hoffmann (Kuerschner)
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HELENE (LENI)
LÖBERT née Haar

Helene (Leni) today

Leni saw the journey to Australia as an adventure,
having left everything behind in the past.

as they were still in the hold of the ship when they
disembarked.

She shared a cabin with her parents next to the
Hoefers on board the Queen Elizabeth. Water was
restricted during the day and Uli Hoefer, at that time
about two months old, cried a lot. They were locked
into their cabins for most of the day, but driven on
deck like animals, for fresh air morning and night.

The community got organised very quickly. The
children were put into school, books were shared.

Leni remembers everyone getting an apple in
Fremantle. The Jewish Police left and things
improved. In Sydney, because the boat couldn’t
go under the bridge, they were disembarked by
ferries at a wharf. They needed to change trains
at the Victorian border. Leni distinctly remembers
ladies wearing pink hats.
In the beginning, the Tatura compounds were
all locked and it was very cold. The youth were
accommodated in tents; they had to stuff their
mattresses with straw before they could go to
bed that first night. The military blankets were
heavy! Their warm clothes were not yet in camp
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The kitchen crew of which Leni was a part was a
happy lot. She got to know others who shared her
roster. They worked two weeks on, two weeks off.
They earned a shilling a day when they worked and
their wages were noted in a book. In later years
they could mail-order things from Myer department
store, and a parcel would arrive with what they had
ordered.
There was Frühsport, or early morning exercise,
every morning at a rostered time. They then ran
around inside the perimeter fence, and did it all
again at night.
Leni went to Fachschule (trade school). She learnt
chemistry, stenography and designing clothes.
These classes were taught by experienced persons
who might have been missionaries or Germans

Kitchen group in Camp 3, Tatura – Back row, left to right
(standing): Hermann Beilharz; Hugo Edelmaier; Magda
Beilharz; Erich Dreher; Bruno Herrmann; Hans Wagner.
Middle row (standing): Helga Eppinger; Eleonore Ehnis;
Alfred Edelmaier; Lilly Fast. Front row (sitting): Leni
Haar; Gustav Beilharz; Emma Herrmann

who lived in Australia and had been interned as
“enemy aliens”.

Leni remembers the musical evenings. Dr Schneller
was the choir director and there was a string
orchestra; missionaries also joined in. Dr Hasslinger

was a professor from Sydney. For theatrical

performances and concerts, the men from the
other camps were invited; these performances were
always followed by Berliners (donuts) and coffee.

In December 1946, they moved out of camp to live
with Onkel Christian Beilharz. They had their own
room in the accommodation he rented. It was lonely
and isolated because they couldn’t speak English.

They then moved to Surrey Hills. Leni worked for

the Harbig factory, making artificial flowers and was
later employed in a blouse factory as a “finisher”.
She sewed on buttons and made buttonholes. The
next move was to Boronia.

Leni then found a job with a Lebanese manufacturer,

She and Otto Löbert celebrated their engagement in
December 1950 and the only venue they could hire
was the Rechabites Hall in Surrey Hills. So it was
a very dry celebration, as no alcohol was allowed.
After their wedding, they moved in with their parents.
Wolfgang was born in October 1953 and they were
incredibly sparsam (thrifty). They saved and paid
off their mortgage, so in 1953 they were debt-free!
Otto began his working life in the PMG (Postmaster
General – now Australia Post) as an electrical
engineer. He worked for Telecom and Telstra as
a researcher. A small community was created in
Boronia, by Erich Weller, Wilfried (Willer) Imberger,
Otto Löbert and Friedrich Sawatzky.
Leni remembers weddings were always a real
community event. Hedwig Beilharz (Tante Hedi)
often sewed the dresses.
When Wolfgang went to school, the teacher asked
his parents if he could speak at all. He had only
spoken German at home and was very shy.

SABA, in Box Hill. Here she made evening gowns.

Erika was born in 1955 and Bertram in 1960.

Leni was a member of the Jugendgruppe (Youth

Australia was a good place to come to, and she
remembers with fondness all the wonderful day
trips the Youth Group went on – to the beach, Mt
Macedon and Lake Emerald.

Group) also known as the Temple Society Younger

Set. The group went dancing in Burnley to German
records. Hans Faig was the dance instructor in
1951, followed by Jürgen Faig.
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ULI HOEFER

Left: Uli and sister
Traude
Above: Uli today

Ulrich (Uli) Hoefer was born on 27 May 1941 in
Palestine. On 24 August he arrived in Sydney with
his parents and sister. Uli was the youngest Templer
to board the Queen Elizabeth. He was just two
months old. The three-week journey was demanding
on his mother and on him. The authorities on board
were not prepared for women and children, so milk,
fresh fruit and vegetables were in short supply.

His younger brother Fritz was born in December
1946. Karl-Heinz was born in September 1943.
After camp the family was separated. Uli and Oma
Sawatzky lived in Richmond with the Eppinger
family and their children Helga, Sigi and Günter.
His father Rudolf (Rudi) Hoefer, mother Helene with
Traude, Karl-Heinz and Fritz lived with the Walter

Uli spent his first six years behind barbed wire in
Tatura. He was due to start school the year the
family was to leave the camp, so he stayed in the
kindergarten group.

(Schack) Wagner family in Bentleigh, where Traude

He loved camp and kindergarten. It was a
tremendous time for him. He had kids to play with
and remembers sailing paper boats down open
drains. He loved cooking apples on the hot plates.

railway station to meet Günther Eppinger with

He also watched the older boys tease the seagulls
with food attached to string. Luckily no seagulls
were injured in the process. (Memories of Wilhelm
Busch?)
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went to school. Uli did not go to English school
until they moved to Boronia.
Uli remembers very clearly going to the Jolimont
thruppence for him to buy an ice cream.
In 1948 he was the only non-English-speaking
child at Boronia State School. Stanley, a student
at the school became his friend and he was finally
able to tell his sister she was no longer needed to
assist him at school.

Oma Sawatzky with Fritz on her arm, and Uli, KarlHeinz, Traude in front of the Eppinger rented house in
Richmond

Karl-Heinz, Fritz and Werner continued the milking

as Traude and Uli were relieved of this chore – they
had other things to do.

The Hoefers grew flowers on their land, and every

Friday the flowers needed to be picked, bundled,
trimmed and taken to the Queen Victoria wholesale

market. The flowers they didn’t sell there were then
taken to the Richmond market for sale to the public.

They also grew pumpkins and watermelons, which

they discovered would sell much more readily when
cut into slices.

Uli did not work on the Orth family market garden

in Ferntree Gully like the other Templer boys of
Boronia, as there was enough work on their Hoefer
farm.
After the six years in primary school, he went on to
the Ferntree Gully technical school. He was in the
first class to attend this new school and there were
no class rooms to begin with. He stayed on until
year 10 and got his Senior Technical Certificate.
From here he went to Swinburne Tech to study
and achieve a Diploma of Electrical Engineering.
On completion, he immediately got a job with the
SEC (State Electricity Commission) as they were
expanding and he worked there for 30 years. In
1990 he left the SEC and worked as an independent
tradesman. When Erich Baldenhofer decided to
give up doing the maintenance at the Altersheim
(Templer Home for the Aged) Uli took over. First a
half-day, then one and finally three days a week.
Rudi Hoefer, Uli’s dad, owned 13 acres of land
in Boronia, which he had purchased from Mr
Passingham.
He remembers the water tank having to be cleaned
as it contained a dead possum; there was no
electricity, so they used a LUX lamp (kerosene).
They drank fresh cow’s milk. It was Traude and
Uli’s job to milk the cow before and after school.
Local Templers came with billycans to collect milk.

When Uli and Inge got married, they lived with
Uli’s parents for the first two years. Heinz Bissinger
(who was married to Gisela Wied) built their first
home. They have three boys, Bernhard born in
1969, Marco in 1970 and Hilmar in 1976. In 1981
they moved into their second home, 63 Wattletree
Road, Ferntree Gully. Both houses had the same

address. The first later became 16 Rawlings Avenue,
Ferntree Gully.

Uli was involved as a volunteer in the Temple

Society in a number of roles. He was a Boronia
Community committee member and later became

a member of the Bayswater-Boronia Community
committee when the communities amalgamated.
He was always involved in community events as
an active member. He was Tennis Club Secretary
and President for many years. Helping at the
Sonnwendfeier (winter solstice) with creating a
hugh bonfire was his favourite achievement.

Uli is now retired and still lives in Wattletree Road.

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

43

Right: Erich and
his sister, Lilli
Below: Erich today

ERICH WÄCHTER
Erich Wächter’s trip on the Queen Elizabeth spoilt
his appetite. The food was so appalling that he
refused to eat meat or drink milk for the next six
to eight years. His mum made him Lebben, natural
yoghurt, as a milk substitute and he had his daily
dose of cod liver oil. They were then moved to
Camp 3 near Tatura, and Erich continues:

We also collected toothpaste tubes that contained
zinc alloy from which we made tin soldiers and
farm animals.
My favourite adult in camp was Walter Hoersch’s
father; he taught us all sorts of naughty, silly tricks.

A surname starting with W put us Wächters at the
end of the queue. The weather was wet and cold.
Plain lousy! My sister Lilli and I were howling our
heads off when a friend of Dad’s, Sam Hoffmann,
said, ‘Jakob, nemm’ deine zwei Gribbel ! (take
your two brats!)’, and so we ended up in the C
Compound of Camp 3.

Our barrack neighbour was Father Stenner. As was
traditional practice for adults, they used to have
their Mittagsschlaf (siesta). Father Stenner was
sound asleep lying in his Liegestuhl (deckchair),
wearing a pith helmet. I then followed Mr Hoersch’s
instructions as follows: ‘Hau dem Lucas auf den
Kopf, dass er in die Höhe hopft (clobber Lucas on
the head, so that he hops up off the bed).’

My friends were Erich and Helmut Weigold and
Walter Hoersch. As kids, we kept ourselves amused
by doing what six-year-old boys would do: we
collected cigarette butts, and when we had a jarful,
we decided to try out smoking. We crept under
the Weigold barrack and rolled the tobacco in
newspaper. The taste was awful and none of us
ever smoked again.

Father Stenner was not amused, and Mum and Dad
put on a brave face as they scolded me. Siestas did
not exist for us young kids, much to the annoyance
of elderly citizens like Gottlieb Löbert (Otto Löbert’s
dad). Mr Löbert cared for the strip of lawn next to his
barrack. It was also his favourite relaxing spot. But
this lawn-patch was also our favourite playground,
where we had much fun and made a lot of noise.
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Erich’s class 1/B, with teacher Michael Bär, 1945

Most of the boys had scrapbooks in which they

to me was a sailor from the HSK Kormoran, which

collected pictures of German soldiers. A picture

sunk the HMAS Sydney off the West Australian

of Rommel was worth a lot of marbles.
As kids we saw several plays, such as Siegfried
from the Nibelungen story and Wilhelm Tell. Both
lead roles were played by our teacher, Mr Baer. The
villain in the Siegfried play was Hagen, a ferociouslooking character with a horned helmet and a black
patch over one eye, played by Dr Lederle. He scared
the living daylights out of us kids.
Roll call used to be at 10am. We lined up outside our
barrack and when our names were called, we had
to yell ‘here sir’. This was fun when Major ‘Morning
Morning’ was on duty. He handed out lollies to the
kids as if he was the Pied Piper.
When I was 8 years old, I had to have my tonsils
removed in the army hospital. I enjoyed the jelly

coast, before it also sank. His name was Helmut.
Dad was involved in the secret manufacture of
a still. The still was made by Fritz Kazenwadel
based on sketches prepared by Dad. Making of
Schnapps was a favourite pastime for some of the
adult internees. Assortments of fruit and jam were
thrown into a bucket to ferment. On one occasion,
the B Compound was issued with prunes. When
the C Compound internees asked why they did not
get any prune rations, we were told the prunes were
mouldy and unfit for distribution. On inspection, it
was revealed the prunes had been sprinkled with
flour to make them look mouldy. Anyway, the prunes
made exceptionally good Schnapps!

and ice-cream after the operation. In the bed next
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The Schnerring family

GÜNTHER SCHNERRING
At the 75th anniversary celebrations, I especially

other tins of jam for their melon and lemon jam.

listened with great amusement to Erich Wächter’s

Heaven only knows what persuasive excuses were

recollections of youthful life in Camp 3. I realised

given. Brewing could now proceed, except when

much later that I had a similar story to supplement

a surprise inspection happened. Then the boiling

his: illicit brewing is what touched me most. So,

hot still was disassembled in under 20 seconds

with Erich’s kind permission, I would like to add

and stowed under the aforementioned steps of

another side to this intriguing subject.

our huts. The inspection always came up empty.

My father, Gotthold Schnerring, and two or four

Fast forward to one of the last years in the camp,

others were a brewing syndicate. Their brewery

when the Sergeant Mess quietly let it be known that

was the front steps of our huts. Why there? I will

in several months it would be Christmas and New

explain later. Their equipment was similar to Erich’s

Year, and a certain quantity of Grappa or Schnapps

father’s, a primus, some coils etc. But what to use

would be required, no questions asked and paid for

as mash? After some serious experimentation,

in proper money. Dad reported that the combined

melon and lemon jam was found to be the most

breweries met the challenge to the last bottle.

suitable, but was in short supply, even though it
was universally hated. The syndicate now embarked
on a swap program, offering unsuspecting people

46

75 YEARS OF TEMPLERS IN AUSTRALIA

Wartime sure throws up amazing situations!

Above: Inky today
Left: The Graze family

INGEBORG (INKY) ARNDT
née Graze

Tatura camp for me as a three- to nine-year-old
was quite an enjoyable experience, being with my
family, friends and community, having enough to
eat and clothes to wear. I was young enough to
not realise the significance of why we were there,
didn’t understand the hardships our elders had to
go through, nor any sacrifices our parents made
to keep us children warm, fed, protected and safe.
The whole experience seemed like a lot of fun.
The contrast then, of leaving camp in November
1947, was very alarming. My older brother, Theo,
went to live with an aunt and uncle in lodgings in
Fitzroy, and my mother, Gertrud Graze, was taken
to Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital for medical
examinations. When my father, Richard Graze, my
other brother Harald and I left camp, we could not
stay together in lodgings in Armadale as my father
had to go to work and could not care for us. So
my brother Harald was taken in by another aunt
and uncle in Camberwell, and I was kindly taken in
by my father’s boss’ family, who spoke German. I
spoke no English then and even though that family

was very kind and loving, the experience was very
traumatic for me.
It lasted only 5-6 weeks, but had a great impact;
after feeling safe, protected, comfortable and happy
in camp, but then very sad, lonely and unhappy for
the first weeks after. The irony is, of course, that the
barbed wire that had imprisoned us was actually a
form of protection and safety for me.
Eventually my mother came out of hospital, so the
family moved in to the house in Armadale, where we
shared only two rooms, the others being occupied
by other people we did not know. Theo stayed on
in Fitzroy. Some time later the whole family was
reunited when we all moved into the Fitzroy town
house.
In February 1951, our family moved to Bayswater
where our house was built in Myrtle Street. After
feeling so uprooted upon leaving camp, my family
and I enjoyed many peaceful, happy and stable
years together in Bayswater in our own home.
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HELGA
LÖBERT
			 née Imberger
Helga Löbert

What childhood memories do I have since we
arrived in Tatura?

the hospital outside, due to one of the childhood
infectious diseases I had, like measles.

I had my second birthday a day after we arrived.
My three brothers were born there. When the first
of them arrived in the hospital outside the camp,
my father dressed me in an oversized heavy coat,
with endless sleeves which hid my hands forever,
and took me to the hospital. Carefully, whilst sitting
on a bed, I was allowed to hold the baby – boy
was he heavy.

Once, in the community dining hall amongst a
clatter of cutlery as everyone was enjoying their
meal, a sudden hush fell over the place and there
was my four-year-old brother Rolf carrying a dead
mouse by its tail and calling out to Mum so that
all heads turned towards him: “Mum, look what I
have found!” before a chorus of laughter broke out.

One day, I begged my mother to let me take my
baby brother in the pram. Just there on the track
in the camp where I had promised not to go, the
pram tipped over and the baby, still strapped in its
harness, fell out. Dear Mrs. Hoefer, Traude’s mum,
saw us and hurried to our rescue.
I can still remember the castor oil swimming around
in a blob in the orange juice I had to take. The
screaming performance I gave to soften Mum’s
heart to prevent me from being transported to
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Then there was my “wedding celebration” to Walter
Krafft under our pergola. I remember wearing my
best white dress with the embroidery, and Walter’s
mother had even baked a cake for the occasion. As
we walked through the camp in a bridal procession,
our teacher gave us a broad smile. Walter’s mother
also smiled, which irritated me a little when Walter
asked her the serious question of whether he could
marry me.
Due to my little brothers, I wasn’t allowed to have
a cat, but decided to have one anyway. Kurt
Kazenwadel knew where there were kittens, but

first we had to go through the camp gate and tell
the soldiers that we wanted to collect grass for
the rabbits. We brought a kitten home, but it just
refused to drink the water we provided, so Kurt
suggested we push his head into the water until it
drank. Mum thankfully rescued the kitten before it
drowned, and we had to return it.
Then there were the disciplinary actions I had to go
through. Once Mum gave me the terrible choice of
either a thorough hiding or be confined to the hut.
That wasn’t so painful, but sitting there looking
outside at the other children playing couldn’t be
taken for long and so I asked for a hiding instead,
and got that as well.
I saw the soldiers’ wives arriving at the hall just
outside our camp in their shiny ball gowns in the
most gorgeous colours, the roll calls in the morning
where you had to answer hirser (here sir) when they
called your name, or the watering of the garden
by damming the gutter next to the barracks, or
the school trip to the gorge where my sandwich
tasted peculiarly sour because an ant had crawled
into it, or the fumigation of the bed bugs, or the
Herrraberau (God-something-or-other) of Mr Held
next door, or the stinging pain of the sandstorms
on our legs, so we had to bob down and cover our
legs with our skirts.
Once I fell over in front of the visiting German
soldier who worked in our camp. My knee was
badly skinned and bleeding, but not a whimper
came from me in front of that heroic man who
had been through war and suffered lots of pain in
silence as I believed.
In the end, Mum sewed bed bases and mattresses
(to be filled with straw later) out of canvas and Dad
made the collapsible wooden frames for them. Mum
also sewed a carry bag for baby Dieter and we left
Top: Kurt and Dieter with dad’s motorbike
Second: Rolf with his cow
Third: Dieter with the chooks
Bottom: Bulachs and Imbergers in front of the Old Mill in
Kilmore, our first abode after Tatura, where we Imbergers
rented and Bulachs, also living in Kilmore, came for a visit
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by train with no money and no command of the
English language. When the goods train arrived, I
thought we’d have to stand in the open carriages,
but to my surprise our train even had drinking water
and padded seating.
Our first home outside the security of the camp
was in Kilmore in a dilapidated old mill. A creaky
stairway led to the rooms upstairs which contained
rat poison. Most rooms were unliveable but exciting.
In one room we had a large crate for a table and little
ones for chairs, plus a bucket of water. Old chook
sheds, and even a dry well surrounded the house
where sheep or oxen grazed. It was wonderful
because the Bulachs also lived in Kilmore. The only
drawback was the horrible food, like Käs’pappela
(Kupesen, malva sylvestris) wild mushrooms and
sheeps’ heads we had to eat. Mum washed for
other people and Dad worked in Melbourne and
visited us only on weekends, and later also on
Wednesday evenings with his motorbike.
Once it was getting dark, and Mum wasn’t back
from Kilmore over a mile away. I “knew” she was
dead and collected my brothers, stumbled over
the water bucket in the darkness and ran over
the dangerous Sydney road to Mrs Meyer, tears
streaming down my face. She sat us in her super
soft sofa, gave us something to eat and – all of a
sudden – there stood Mum at the door.
From then on things changed; my brother Rolf made
a slingshot and informed Mum there was no need
to buy any more meat, he would shoot sparrows
from now on.
Once, Mum sent Rolf to the post office, which
was a long way off. One of the letters contained
money. When he finally came home, and only upon
questioning, he admitted that one of them had
blown away. So Mum had to go searching for it.
Once he was told off for forcing out his laughter,
but it wasn’t him, it was Mum’s first experience of
a kookaburra.
On the first day of school they all crowded around
and asked puzzlingly, “D’ya like schil?” and the
teacher carted in tools and objects for me to learn
English.
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Sometimes on the way to school, nasty boys would
throw stones at us and call us ‘German sausage’.
It was just after the war.
One day I was caught coming home from school
when the whole road was blocked with brown and
white cattle being driven towards me to market.
Quickly I scrambled over the fence into the next
paddock.
Then we moved to Bayswater, where Dad could
live with us again. A kerosene glass lamp shed
light in the evening, and we had no running water
in our little shack in the bush with all the different
shrubs, but we did have a fantastic rubbish dump
down the side of the hill where Irene Eppinger and
I would gather all the coloured threads, boil them
and roll them onto cardboard, ready for future use.
Mum killed a snake there which threatened our
chickens and tried to hide under the shack. She
also swept our dead cat onto the dustpan on a
particularly hot day until he jumped down fully
alive again.
Rolf tied his legs together and promptly fell and
bled from his head.
One day, Dad came home on his motorbike, and
a live goat peered from the rucksack on his back.
Spelling at school was difficult. Peter Auer chose
the easiest word on the spelling list for me when
the whole class was involved answering and then
asking another person to spell a word. It was “air”.
Could that be an “e and an a”? How embarrassing.
Once, when I had walked all the way from the
Bayswater school and was just about home, I found
our creek had flooded over the bridge into a rushing
river, way over its banks. On the other side stood
Mum with money wrapped in paper, attached to
a long string which she lassoed over to me. I had
to make a detour to the Bayswater station, catch
a train to Heathmont and walk home next to the
railway line. In the meantime, Mum had a scare.
She told little Kurt to stay at home and look after
Dieter, whilst she brought me the money. Suddenly
Kurt stood next to her without Dieter, with the
flooded creek running in a bend close around the

house. “Where is Dieter?” she called out in panic,
upon which Kurt, with a guilty conscience, ran off
without reply, and Mum after him. Dieter was sound
asleep at home.
Then Dad bought land in Boronia and they cut the
blackberries and pulled out the eucalypts with a
tree puller to make room for our house.
At first, Dad had to make two trips to Boronia on his
motorbike. Mum sat on the pillion seat with a pack
on her back, the shovel and hoe handles sticking
out, Dieter sat on the petrol tank and in front of him
Kurt. On the second trip, Helga (me) sat behind
Dad and Rolf in front of him. As time went by and
we went for trips, a side carriage was added. Two
children sat in the front of it and two behind. As
we grew, the only way to sit down was all together
on the count of three. Still later, we progressed to
a green utility with an open back, where I always
had to vomit from the exhaust fumes.
We moved into the house before the floor boards
were laid in the corridor. Blankets divided the rooms.
For a long time, Dad and Mum worked heavily on
house-building. Dad, next to his full time work,
spent all the weekends working. “We ought to
give the boys some fertiliser to make them grow
faster, so they can help us!” wrote Mum in a letter
to her mother. By 1949, 17 families were living in
Boronia and 10 families in Bayswater. Our parents
usually met someone they knew and good and bad
experiences were exchanged.
In 1949 Mum was able to buy a copper for boiling
the washing. Until then it had been done in the
open in an empty kerosene tin. She still had to
bake the Christmas cookies eight to twelve at a
time in the ‘kitchen wonder’ (Küchenwunder) on
the kerosene burner.

Helga today
Helga today

Well, the quiet bush of Boronia with little paths
through the tea trees, the snake rearing up in front
of me, the blackberry-picking with billies tied round
our waists, the assembly of bread and post boxes
each containing the correct change at the entrance
to muddy Sutton Avenue, the tree-climbing, the little
shops where Mum tried to buy buttons that could
be cooked instead of boiled, where she asked for
salad instead of lettuce, have all gone.
Instead we are blessed with wrinkles, with husbands
or wives, with our offspring enriching our lives, with
good jobs and owning their own houses and having
their own children. We are so lucky to be living in
Australia and being part of the Templers who have
achieved so much through hard work, dedication
of their leaders and are intelligent, practical, caring
and honest.

Once, when Mum felt overworked, little Dieter
commented: “Mum, we are so rich, we have a cow,
chooks, a goat and a motorbike.” This brought a
smile from Mum. This cow once proved a bit too
much for Kurt when he raced up to the house, pale
as a sheet, and the much bigger animal chasing
him close on his heels. The only thing she was
interested in was the brightly coloured orange he
unknowingly held in his hand.
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DIETER GLENK
After release from Camp 3 Tatura, the Glenk
family was among the first Templers who settled
in Bayswater in late 1946.
For me, an eight-year-old boy, with a childhood
spent behind barbed wire, the new freedom was
a massive culture shock.
Our grandparents were released with us. The small
income from their orange grove back in Palestine
during the early years of internment had stopped,
and what they had was insufficient to sustain them
into old age.
The conditions of release from internment were
that people could support themselves and had
accommodation which, for old folks, meant that
they would never be entitled to the pension.
For Opa and Oma, both in their early sixties, this
was their third start from scratch in their lives that
had been devastated by two world wars.
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Above: Dieter today
Left: The Glenk family

It was in the late afternoon of 19 November 1946
that our family together with our grandparents
arrived at Bayswater station, accompanied by Mr
Rudolf Auer, our neighbour back in camp.
It was a beautiful sunny spring day and Station
Street looked as if it was a town from the American
West. There were shops with verandahs, hitching
rails and water troughs for horses, and even a
blacksmith’s shop where Mr Edney Kleinert shoed
horses, all fascinating sights for young me. We had
two rooms in an old house at the end of what today
is Marlborough Road, north of Mountain Highway,
not far from the Sunbeam poultry farm in a very rural
area with open paddocks, orchards and bushland
along Dandenong Creek.
Things making big impressions on me were the song
of the birds at dawn in the springtime blossom of
the cherryplum trees and the chained smelly white
billy goat that was used to keep the sprawling
blackberry patches in check.

Opa and Dad started to work immediately at Mr
Lapin’s Sunbeam poultry farm so that the rent could
be paid and food bought.

Peter and I must have been like kids from another
planet; I wore my Lederhosen and this led to much
taunting and fun being made of me.

We slept on the floor on mattresses filled with straw.
There was no power, only kerosene lamps and a
wood-fired stove for cooking.

I was called a Nazi and was ridiculed. In tears, I
told my parents I’d never wear Lederhosen again.

Opa started a vegetable patch, which soon supplied
the kitchen.
Our parents had nothing as they had no assets
in Palestine and, like all the other internees, had
been locked up for seven years, unable to earn any
income or further their careers. This made them
feel vulnerable and very cautious. Two years later,
borrowing from the bank as a labourer on the ‘basic
wage’ to build a house was a difficult decision for
our father.
In 1946 Bayswater was a quiet country village with
apple orchards and market gardens.
The local state school from prep to grade 8 had less
than 100 pupils and everybody knew each other.
There were a number of long-term Bayswater
families who were descendants of Lutheran
Protestants who had settled in the district in the
late 1800s.
Before WW I, Bayswater was known as Germantown.
There were names like Kleinert, Schmolling, Peck,
Pegler, Lehmann, Schulz and Fiedler; their children
were our school friends.
When we arrived, it was only a month before the
summer school holidays, so Peter Auer and I didn’t
go to the Bayswater primary school until the start
of the 1947 school year.
After two years of German schooling in the Tatura
camp, I could read and write German and had basic
arithmetic, but I couldn’t speak a word of English.
I was allocated a place in the prep class with Miss
Canty until I had sufficient English to join my peers
in grade 3 several months later.

Things got better as we learnt English and could
answer back, and we were also joined by other
Templer children: the Franks, Sawatzkys, Dycks
and my cousin Gisela Wied.
We became part of the school and wider community
and assimilated quickly, participating in the local
football and tennis clubs.
By the winter of 1947, after less than one year in
rent at Bayswater, we were given notice to leave.
Accommodation was very scarce, there had been
no house building during the war years, soldiers
were being “demobbed” and coming home, all
putting strain on accommodation.
Our mother had found part-time work as a domestic
help and housekeeper for a Matthews family in
Hawthorn. Mum spoke fluent English; she had been
a nanny to several English families in Palestine and
had gone to England with them in 1936 and 1937.
This was a great benefit, and when Mrs Matthews
heard of our plight, she offered us her country
house on a five-acre bush block in Rankin Road,
Boronia. Rankin Road was a dirt track and there
was no power.
We were told to move in quickly to prevent squatters
occupying the house.
Mum and Dad slept in the house for several nights
until we could move our few belongings and live
there.
The men bought bicycles so that they could ride
to work each day, a distance of 6km each way or
60km per week. No money for cars or petrol then.
I continued to go to school in Bayswater, as we
intended to return and settle there. In 1948 four
building blocks became available in Myrtle Street
and my father, Opa, Uncle Karl Wied and Dad’s
cousin Hermann Kübler bought blocks for 100
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pounds each. Again, the site was on a dirt track

It was a run-down sheep farm with a farmhouse,

with no power, phone or drainage, but it had mains

stockyards and open paddocks.

water and was close to work, school and station.
While living in Rankin Road, I walked to the station at
Boronia and then from Bayswater station to school
each day. On Saturdays, I attended private German
lessons with Miss Emma Wagner at her home in
High Street, Bayswater, opposite to where ALDI
is today. The Löbert twin brothers, Gerhard and
Manfred, were my fellow students and Miss Wagner
was an excellent teacher. We received tuition in
German grammar, literature, history and geography.
My uncle, Alfred Schurr, Mum’s youngest brother
who was a teacher in Germany, sent us text books,
and only when I met him years later, did I realise
what we’d achieved with those German lessons.
Our house was built in 1949. Building materials,
especially bricks and tiles were in short supply
and hard to get. Dad hired a horse-drawn sled to
transport bricks and tiles, to the building site from
where they had been offloaded in Elm Street due to
the muddy conditions. We were afraid the materials
would be stolen.
In October 1949, we moved in when Mum
celebrated her 40th birthday. What a sense of joy
and achievement it must have been for her and my
father to finally be in their own home. Oma and Opa
moved in with us until their own house was built
next door a year later.
Probably the most important of the Glenk family
links to Bayswater, and why the Templers are here
today, was the purchase by the Temple Society
of the land on which the TTHA, Templer Hall and
Chapel now stand. During their bike rides to work
in 1948, my father and grandfather had become
aware of a large piece of land for sale on the corner
of Scoresby and Boronia Roads, bounded on the
other side by Victoria Road and Sasses Avenue.
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Dad and Opa thought it would be ideal for the
Temple Society to set up a community centre and
living area for Templers. They brought it to the
attention of the Regional Council, who agreed and
decided to purchase the land, about 120 acres.
The vendor’s agent was pleased with the sale to a
reputable buyer and offered my father a commission
for introducing the purchaser. It was worth several
months of my father’s wage. The Temple Society
forbade him from accepting this payment, saying
it was not the “Templer way”. My father complied,
although he was very disappointed. The money
would have been welcome and very helpful at the
time. So much for Templer standards and obedience
as practised by our forebears.
Bayswater changed rapidly in the 1950s, when
industry was set up along the railway line and
Mountain Highway with companies such as Dunlop
Rubber and British Nylon Spinners providing
employment for hundreds of workers.
Orchards and market gardens were subdivided
and the Temple Society sold off large pieces of its
land along Boronia Road and Sasses Avenue to
fund other projects.
We built our hall in the early 1960s together with
the Kegelbahn, a real community effort. All Templer
men and boys from the Bayswater-Boronia area
were rostered to work on the building.
The original Templer Altersheim was established
in the early 1970s, and today we have this fine
TTHA complex and the Chapel in which I was
proud to have been involved as Building Committee
Chairman.
This is the story of our family’s and the Temple
Society’s links to the Bayswater area.

Gudrun’s story is an example
of someone who joined the
Temple Society later in life
and has successfully integrated
into our community

GUDRUN DIMPFEL
Neig’schmeckt? ... Reig’schmeckt?
(a Reig’schmeckte is a newcomer, or ring-in)
After about two years’ volunteering at the TTHA
reception, I planned to live there in future and
entered my name on the waiting list for a unit.
At our lively Volunteers’ Christmas party in 2005, I
heard of a vacant unit that Dr Schreiber never told
me about. When I asked him directly, I learned that
Templers had preference.
Then Meta Beilharz hit on the idea I should become
a Templer! A form was filled in, signed and forwarded
to Mark Herrmann in Bentleigh, still in December.
In February 2006 Mark phoned me in Cranbourne
to inform me that my admission to the TSA had
been approved by a meeting. Okay then, I thought,
just a few more years at Cranbourne and then off
to Bayswater!
Things turned out quite differently though. As early
as March, I was approached by Helga Anderson to
inspect a vacant unit. On the next weekend I set
foot in Unit 29 for the first time, with a view on to
the marvellous bushes and treetops of neighbours
Renate and Tony Beilharz.

I made a quick decision, and by Queen’s Birthday I
had sold the house in Cranbourne, and four weeks
later moved into my beautiful unit. Not only could I
now work as a volunteer in TTHA on weekends as
well, but I also gained two very nice neighbours:
Charlotte Dravenieks and Lore Decker. Both taught
me much about what it means to be a Templer.
Lore gave me books to read, and I learned a great
deal more in my conversations with her and others.
One day, I was invited to a grill-fest by Helmut and
Luise Ruff, for Luise reckoned I wasn’t all that bad
– for a Reig’schmeckte!
Not once in my ten years here have I regretted
moving here so early in my life. I suddenly was
no longer alone, could work while talking German
and take part in community life. How nice were
all the various gatherings: Frauenverein, Saal and
especially the Adventsfeiern! Particularly the ones
in Bentleigh are among my most beautiful memories
of our German culture and homeland.
Just one thing is a little harder to take: I have gotten
to know and learnt to appreciate so many nice
people before losing them again all too soon; but
I still remember them with love.
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THANK YOU
Dear Renate and Doris,

Given the wonderful teamwork you displayed in attending to all the
preparations for the 75th anniversary event, it is appropriate to write
you a common letter. Of course, it also saves me writing two letters!
Following a very successful event on Sunday in Bentleigh, I’d like to
thank you both for the enormous effort you made. I know you’ll be
quick to point to the team of people who contributed – whether in the
kitchen, setting up or helping with material – but all such functions
need drivers… and that you were!
Yes, many contributed to the day’s success – that is what a community
is for and what the Templers do well – but you two, in particular,
devoted so much additional time in researching and preparing for
the presentations, the displays and the format of the day.
The event became very large, very quickly and it is a real credit to
your organisational abilities and cooperative way of working that it
all came together as it did.
While Templers in attendance reflected positively on the community’s
achievements over three-quarters of a century, I was extremely proud
of a couple of hard-working, committed ladies who gave their all.
Many thanks,

Mark Herrmann
Regional Head
16 August 2016
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