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Reflection: In God's Hand

Herta Uhlherr, with reference to Peter Lange in Die Warte, May 2014
We come to see that life is fragile, with so many questions.
“The Lord gave and  the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” laments Job when
he is told that his house and his herds are lost, and that his servants and all his children have been
killed (Job 1:21). Job’s words are still used in certain funeral rites and when a dreadful blow has
somehow to be accepted.

If fate dealt us a shocking blow, how would we react? Like Job? Or would we be more likely to

blame human failing – our own, or someone else’s – or the fury of nature? We can’t make “God”
responsible for all the blows the billions of people on this planet suffer, as if “he” were obliged

to remove all obstacles from every individual’s path. Would humans then ever learn, and grow
spiritually, and develop compassion and resilience?

We do marvel at the way strong faith in a good God’s wise ways helped the early Templer settlers

to bear the death of loved ones, especially of so many children. As many death notices testify, they
were confident that the hour of our death is in God’s hand.

Many of us no longer have the stoic, almost fatalistic acceptance our forefathers had. We are more
likely to look for earthly reasons why an accident or other crisis has happened to us, and try to do
our bit to alleviate suffering in our world where we can.

“The Lord has taken away” does not resonate with Peter Lange; he can relate more readily to “the
Lord gave”. Job’s loss is enormous and he wishes he were dead, but he does say later, “Shall we
accept good from God, and not trouble?” (Job 2:10).

Peter refers to an early Templer who saw his life as guided by the benign hand of God. He had

come to the realisation that a deeply spiritual life and the “high art of suffering” were made possible
by seeing that everything, through which the Divine communicates with us every hour and every
day, must work together for our good.

Seeing the Divine in this way comes from a firmly grounded faith and implies that we are wanted

by God. It goes deeper than Job’s lament. God does not cause our suffering, he accompanies us
in our suffering, or even “carries us” as in the poem Footprints.

Do we tap into our inner strength? Are we open to the insight that, as “temples”, we are at one with
the powerful energy we call God within us and can be empowered by consciously connecting with
it?

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose. Romans 8:28.
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Community Care
The Women’s Retreat has been and gone (report and photos to come next month) and the last
quarter of the year is upon us. I am looking forward to all of the fantastic things happening in
our community throughout these three months and remind you to book in early if you wish to
participate.
The TSA was very lucky to receive a grant through the Bendigo Bank in Bayswater for a
refrigerator for CHAMPION; so we will be able to offer cold food items, as well as our pantry
staples and frozen food. We are genuinely in desperate need for volunteers, as my current four
regulars are not always available and deserve a break sometimes. If you have a few hours to
spare to help once a week, or even once a fortnight, please contact me. We continue to help
between 20 to 30 people each week, not counting the families they are taking food home to.  
Save the date: are you the primary carer of someone who is elderly or has a disability? We will
once again be hosting a dinner for carers to celebrate Carers Week in October. You will be sent an
invitation, but please mark Tuesday, October 14 at 7.00pm in your diaries. If you are a new carer
and would like to join us, please let me know! Spaces are limited. Exisiting carers should receive
an invitation by the end of September.
Our final Multicultural Masterclass will be held on Saturday, October 4 and the cuisine we will be
cooking is Kenyan. We will make a main course and a dessert. The cost will be $15 per person
and it will be held in Bentleigh. To book, please contact Martina.
Telelink will be held on September 5 and 19. We look forward to speaking with you on these
dates.  

Contact
Martina

Martina Eaton

Community Care Worker
M: 0433 335 815

E: careworker@templesociety.org.au
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Youth
Dads & Kids Bubble Soccer Night
Sunday, September 7 **note: change of date**
Treat your dad for Father’s Day – or if dad can’t make it, bring

along someone else special in your life! Just make sure you don’t
miss out on this great fun activity!
Time:

7.00 to 9.00pm

Where:

Eastern Indoor Sports Centre (Knoxfield)

Cost:

$15 per person (kids and adults)

Transport:

Rosa bus from Bayswater, departing 6.30pm

RSVP:

Immediately!

Spring School Holiday Activity
Program (SHAP)

Happy Birthday
wishes to
Cooper Knaub
Nathan Le Maitre
Oliver Weber

Coming Up
Sunday, October 19
Family Marimba Workshop
Bentleigh

September 22, 23, 24 and 25
There will be a few activities in the first week of the school

holidays suitable for school-aged children to attend and again this
program will be emailed out to families as soon as it is finalised.

Overnight at
Sovereign Hill Ballarat

Monday, September 29 and Tuesday, September 30
This sleepover is suitable for all school-aged kids who are
comfortable to sleep away from home.

All details, times and final costs are still to be confirmed, but we

will either catch the train or take the Rosa bus to Ballarat, attend

the light and sound show and spend some time at Sovereign Hill.
Our accommodation will also be at Sovereign Hill.

As soon as details are finalised these will be emailed out to all
families on my youth email list.
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Friday, October 31
TG Scare Night
Bayswater

Contact
Susi
For all details and enquiries

about the Youth Program, please
contact:

Susi Richter

Community Youth Coordinator
M: 0400 764 257

E: susi@templesociety.org.au

Sydney
Finally Spring has arrived and, hopefully, the wintry weather is behind us for now. What does

Spring mean to you? Bright blooms and annuals in the garden? Crisp, fresh mornings and cool

evenings? Hayfever, sneezing and runny noses? Whatever it means to you, I’m sure it is a nice
change from winter, particularly the one we have just had with its extreme weather conditions.
“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes taste of

adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome,” wrote Anne Bradstreet – I find this an apt way to
describe life itself.

For our August Saal, seventeen Sydney Templers had the pleasure of a visit from Herta Uhlherr
from Melbourne. Herta’s message reminded us that we should endeavour to have a positive
outlook regardless of what is happening around us. She encouraged us to practise positive

methods that will encourage our inner light to shine, enabling us to radiate that light to others.

Herta herself definitely brought light to our Meadowbank Church with her delightful presence –
thank you for making the effort to come and share with us, Herta.

Once again a reminder about our combined Grandparents' Day/Family picnic on October 26 with
a special guest, Irene Bouzo. I mentioned in the August Templer Talk that the Focus Group has

been making plans for this day. Would you like to have some input into our events and share ideas
on a vision for the future of the TSA in Sydney? The Focus Group is calling out for more members
– the more of us there are, the more we can do. If you are interested, please let us know.  

I have purchased some copies of a book called My Memories, a beautifully bound book that you

can fill with memories and information about your life for family members to enjoy. It includes many
sections – family tree, memories of your parents, medical history, funeral wishes and a folder in
the back for your special memories and photos. If you would like to have a look at the book or
purchase a copy, please contact me and I will organise this. The books are $14.95 each, very
good value for such a beautiful book. Proceeds from the sales go to Alzheimer’s Australia.

I will be on leave from September 20 and will be back at work on October 1. If you have any
urgent needs, please contact Martina Eaton or the Melbourne Office for assistance.

Contact
Jan

Jan Johnson

Sydney Community Support Worker
M: 0412 731 101

E: jan@templesociety.org.au
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TSA Notice of Annual General Meeting

In keeping with Clause 6.4 of the Constitution (September 2013) all Members of the Temple

Society Australia are herewith invited to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the year
ended June 30, 2014. It will be held in the Templer Community Chapel at 51 Elizabeth Street,

Bayswater, Victoria, on Sunday, September 14, 2014, commencing at 10.00am. A one-hour lunch
break is scheduled from 12 noon.

Members unable to attend the meeting personally are requested to arrange for their representation
by proxy. Proxy forms are available at our Community facilities, by email and from the Office on
request.

Members are reminded that it is an unstated, but implied condition of membership to attend the
AGM. The meeting quorum is 10% of Members present in person which, on current numbers,
equates to about 51.

Agenda
1. Receipt and adoption of the Regional Council’s report on activities.
2. Report on the financial statements prepared by and for TSAL.
3. Amendments to the TSA Constitution.
4. Election of TS President, TSA Regional Council and Focus Group members. Nomination forms
are available at our Community facilities, by email and from the Office upon request.

4.1   After last year’s TSA Regional Council and TGD Gebietsleitung endorsements of Mark

Herrmann as TS President, appointment subject to approval by the memberships in both
Australia and Germany.

4.2 Election of 1 Member Delegate for the Regional Council for a term of three years, Winfried
Beilharz retiring by rotation.
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TSA Notice of Annual General Meeting

4.3 Election of members for the Communication & Promotion (1 of – Renate Beilharz

retiring by rotation), Heritage & Culture (1 of – Renate Weber), Property Management

(2 of – Winfried Beilharz, John Maddock), Social & Recreation (2 of – Emma Beilharz,

Jon Breisch), Welfare (2 of – Lisa Beilharz, Ashleigh Rutowicz ) and Youth (1 of – Sven
Stefanac) Focus Groups for terms of three years.

Note that the election of members for the Sydney Community Focus Group is conducted at the
Community AGM held on Sunday, August 24, 2014.
5. Strategic Plan
6. Specific areas:
6.1    Aged Care

6.2   Community Care
6.3   TGD

7. Focus Group Reports:
7.1   TSAL

7.2   Elders, Religious & Spiritual

7.3   Communication & Promotion
7.4  Heritage & Culture

7.5   Property Management
7.6   Social & Recreation
7.7  Sydney Community
7.8   Welfare
7.9   Youth
8.

General Discussion

John Maddock

Administration Manager
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3(e)

3.2(a)

3.2

TABULAM & TEMPLER HOMES
FOR THE AGED
Although not a Focus Group, this new clause
Tabulam & Templer Homes for the Aged
(TTHA) exists to provide aged care and other reflects the important connection TSA has with
welfare services, and the facility is situated
TTHA in terms of membership and ownership.
on land that is the property of the TSA and
hence is vested in the Temple Society Australia
(Limited).

In the world beyond the TSA, focus groups
only ever meet once for research and marketing
purposes or an intermittent survey. The TSA
Focus Groups represent thematic committees
that are ongoing and have elected members
and leaders to represent pertinent Templer
community needs and interests.
New clause

No longer relevant given the changes relating
to TTHA as a result of last year’s Strategic
Relationship Agreement.

Delete
FOCUS GROUPS AND OTHER GROUPS
Focus Groups, as ongoing elected thematic
committees, exist to facilitate and support
Interest Groups and ensure effective
communication between Interest Groups and
Regional Council.

Comments

Proposed wording

TTHA members are the Regional Council,
responsible for the nomination of TSA
representatives to the TTHA Board and the
appointment of all TTHA Board members,
being those nominated for the TSA and those
nominated for the Australian-German Welfare
Society (AGWS).
Each Focus Group will select from amongst
Each Focus Group will select from amongst its This clause recognises that some Focus Groups
its members a Leader who will also act as its
members a Leader or Leaders who will also act may have more than one Leader at a given time.
official Regional Council representative. Focus as its official Regional Council representative
Groups will confirm their Leader on an annual or representatives. Focus Groups will confirm
basis.
their Leader or Leaders on an annual basis.

Clause Current wording
1.
MEMBERSHIP
1(f)
Every Member shall also be a member of
the Tabulam & Templer Homes for the Aged
Incorporated.
3.
FOCUS GROUPS
3(a)
Focus Groups exist to facilitate and support
Interest Groups and ensure effective
communication between Interest Groups and
Regional Council.

TSA Constitution Amendments, page 1
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6.
6.1
6.1(a)

4(j)

4(e)

4.
4(b)

MEETINGS
Regional Council Meeting
A quorum shall consist of at least four
Regional Council members with voting rights

All Regional Council members must be
Members, except for the TS President who
shall be a member of either the Australian or
German region.
Temple Society President shall:
• be a member of Regional Council.

REGIONAL COUNCIL
Regional Council shall be comprised of the:
• Temple Society President;
• Regional Head;
• Member Delegates (three of);
• Elders, Religious & Spiritual Focus Group
Leader;
• Temple Society Australia (Limited) Focus
Group Leader;
• Focus Group Leaders (by invitation or
request); and
• Co-opted Representative/s (by invitation or
request).

A quorum shall consist of at least three
Regional Council members with voting rights

The President, who shall be a member of the
Temple Society of either the Australian or
German region, has a standing invitation to
attend Regional Council meetings but is not
entitled to Regional Council voting rights.
The Regional Council may from time to time
appoint a person to serve as Secretary to the
Regional Council, such person not needing to
be a Member.

The minimum number of Regional Council
members is reduced from 4 (of 7) to 3 (of 6).

New clause

It is proposed to change the President of the
Temple Society from a voting member to an
invited guest of Regional Council.

It is proposed to change the President of the
Temple Society from a voting member to an
Regional Head;
invited guest of Regional Council
Member Delegates (three of);
Elders, Religious & Spiritual Focus Group
Leader;
Temple Society Australia (Limited) Focus
Group Leader;
Focus Group Leaders (by invitation or
request); and
Co-opted Representative/s (by invitation or
request).

All Regional Council members must be
Members.

•

•

•

•
•
•

Regional Council shall be comprised of the:

TSA Constitution Amendments, page 2

6.4
6.4(b)

6.2
6.2(b)

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting shall be called
for the following purposes:
• to receive and, if in order, adopt the annual
report of Regional Council;
• to elect the President, Regional Head and
Member Delegates as they retire;
• to elect Focus Group members as they
retire;
• to elect Templer representatives to
the Committee of Management of the
Tabulam and Templer Homes for the Aged
Incorporated as they retire;
• to vote on proposed alterations to the
constitution; and
• to transact any business relating to the
conduct of the affairs of the TSA.

The meeting shall be adjourned to the same
time and place in the following month if
no quorum is reached within half an hour
of the time for which it was called. At such
subsequent meeting no quorum shall be
required.

Extended Regional Council Meeting
A quorum shall consist of at least four
Regional Council members with voting rights
and at least two-thirds of Non-mandatory
Focus Group Leaders.
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•

•

to vote on proposed alterations to the
constitution; and
to transact any business relating to the
conduct of the affairs of the TSA.

The Annual General Meeting shall be called
for the following purposes:
• to receive and, if in order, adopt the annual
report of Regional Council;
• to elect the President, Regional Head and
Member Delegates as they retire;
• to elect Focus Group members as they
retire;

If no quorum is reached within half an hour of
the time for which it was called, the meeting
shall revert to a Regional Council meeting held
in accordance with Clauses 6.1(b), 6.1(c) and
6.1(d).

A quorum shall consist of at least three
Regional Council members with voting rights
and at least two-thirds of the number of Nonmandatory Focus Groups.

No longer relevant given the changes relating
to TTHA as a result of last year’s Strategic
Relationship Agreement.

This provides greater flexibility in the operations
of the Regional Council. If the purpose for calling
the Extended Regional Council meeting was
specific and of significance, another such meeting
can always be scheduled. The Clauses indicated
relate to Regional Council meeting quorum,
adjournment, chair and voting.

The distinction between the number of Focus
Group Leaders and the number of Focus Groups
recognises that some Focus Groups have more
than one Leader.

The minimum number of Regional Council
members is reduced from 4 (of 7) to 3 (of 6).

TSA Constitution Amendments, page 3

At the end of each financial year the Board
of Directors of the Temple Society Australia
(Limited) prepare a written report, including
a copy of the statement of account and a copy
of the auditor’s report. All Members have the
right to receive, if they request it, a copy of
this written report, as well as a copy of the
global budget for the current financial year.

At the end of each financial year the Board
of Directors of the Temple Society Australia
(Limited) prepare a written report, including
a copy of the statement of account and a copy
of the auditor’s report. All Members have the
right to receive, if they request it, a copy of
this written report, as well as a copy of the
global budget for the current financial year.

TSA Constitution Amendments, page 4

		
										
11

Birthdays

Birth

Wir gratulieren herzlich zum

Yvette and Sam Riordan proudly announce the birth of William

Geburtstag unserer Mitglieder:
Erika Beilharz

78

Gerhard Breisch

78

Lore Decker

88

Charlotte Dravenieks

94

Uta Faig

82

Gertrud Frank

88

Traude Glenk

75

Anneliese Herrmann

93

Hildegard Hoffmann

88

John Riordan, born on July 17, 2014. William is the first grandchild
to Peter and Karin Riordan (née Weller) and the third greatgrandchild of Helga Weller (née Beilharz).

65th Wedding Anniversary
Hugo and Erni Weller were married on September 1, 1949.
We wish you many more years of happiness together

Thank You

Klaus Peter Hoffmann 88
Sigrid Katz

85

Olga Kroh

88

Leni Löbert

93

Heinz Margate

93

Manfred Mischker

78

Gusti Orth

75

Emma Polacsek

86

Ernst Ruff

83

Hannelore Schlerf

77

Erika Schulz

82

Lilli Waechter

79

Elfriede Weller

86

und wünschen auch allen hier

nicht angeführten Geburtstagskindern alles Gute und Schöne

zum neuen Lebensjahr – Happy
Birthday!
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Contributions and Subscriptions 2014 - 2015
It’s time again to consider and make payments for this financial year. The TSA relies on off-setting
as much of its expenditure as possible through the support of its members and friends. A pro-

forma invoice in our usual format is enclosed if you are receiving this by mail, or if by email a link

to it is included. The membership and publications form is also available for download from www.
templesociety.org.au/membership

Last year, in response to requests to do so, I indicated some very basic costings to give you an

idea of what expenditure minimally needs to be covered, and these are equally applicable this year
for you to consider. The Templer Talk and Reflections publications were costed at $66 annually for
both and general administration at $231 per member.
What do I need to pay?

Members
You determine what you are prepared and are able to pay by way of meeting your contribution

obligation according to the membership rules in our constitution. A notional contribution, depending

on your circumstances is perfectly satisfactory. An additional donation provides maximum benefit to
our operations as no GST is deducted from it.

Subscribers and Friends
If you are receiving our publications by mail, the subscription cost has been set at $66. If you are

receiving our publications via the email or website links there is no obligation to pay anything – we
consider the ongoing contact with you more important than the dollars. However, whether by mail
or email any consideration of a further donation to help us in our work will be greatly appreciated.
We thank you for your consideration and ongoing support.
John Maddock

Administration Manager

Solar Workshops
Next Workshop:
What winding up the RET will mean
for potential solar customers!!
September 3, 2014
8.00 to 9.00pm
Bentleigh Hall

First Wednesday of every month
For more information, please email
Bernie Hoefer on hoovy@bigpond.com
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Coming
Services

Bereavements

Sunday, September 7

Torsten and Karin and grandmother of Zac, Mitch and Jesse.

10.00am

Passed away on August 7, 2014 after a short, but severe illness.

Coordinator: Renate Beilharz

Friends and family have been a great support.

Youth Service

Bentleigh Hall

Ellen Weller (née Röhrich), beloved wife of Kuno, mother of

A beautiful person who will be forever in our hearts.
Sunday, September 14
TSA AGM
10.00am

Bayswater Chapel

Elder: Mark Herrmann

Hannelore Farrell (née Beck) of Bairnsdale, born 1930 – sister of
Gudrun Schmidt (née Beck), daughters of Gottlob and Berta Beck

September
Walk

(Sarona).

Gisela and Volker Bulach

Magdalena Kuebler (née Wittkuhn), born October 27, 1932 in

Saturday, September 13
10.00am
Hovell Creek Trail and
Serendip Sanctuary Walk

will be our walk leaders along
the Hovell Creek Trail to the

Serendip Sanctuary, where we’ll
walk to various sites of interest.
Updates to follow in the weekly

Died peacefully at the Peter McCallum Hospital in Melbourne on
Wednesday, August 13.

Ostpreußen, died peacefully in Knox Private Hospital on August 2,
2014. She was the wife of Herbert Kuebler (dec).

Sincere thanks to Herta Uhlherr who conducted the service at
Lilydale Memorial Park.

online bulletins in September. At

A gentle, loving, caring soul, now at peace.

meet at Lara Station car park on

In Loving Memory,

present it is anticipated that we’ll
Hicks Street (Melway Map 424

D5) to walk along various parks
and roads until we get to the
Hovell Creek Trail.

Marlene Kuebler

Helga and Carlo Mazzella

Stephanie and Anthony Cerquarelli
Anthony Mazzella and Taylah

Trudi Murray

M: 0449 770 766 (on the day)
E: trudim3@gmail.com

Our condolences to the bereaved families
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Rosters
Bayswater Lawnmowing
Sunday, September 14
Herbert Schnerring
Heinz Vollmer

Bentleigh Lawnmowing
Saturday, September 20
Peter Imberger
Paul Katz

Funeral Charges
After much deliberation, the Elders who conduct funerals have

moved to institute a fee structure rather than the “donation system”
previously employed. This has come about for a number of
reasons.

Funeral Directors regularly make provision for a “minister’s fee”
and similarly for a pianist if accompaniment is provided at the

funeral service.  For religious and civil celebrants this is the norm.
To “undo” such an arrangement can be awkward for all parties
concerned.

Bayswater Flower Roster

And, while families are generous in making a donation to the

Sunday, September 14

amount. Making it a “fee for service”, with the charging rates

TSA AGM Service

TSA after a funeral, it can be difficult to settle on an “appropriate”

Annette Field

below, avoids this difficulty.

Petra Murrihy-Ruff

Bentleigh Flower Roster
Father's Day

Sunday, September 7
Tania Richter

Celebrants make themselves available at short notice in sensitive
and difficult times. Travel is often involved in the initial planning,
as well as the delivery of a suitable ceremony. Consultation via
various media is important throughout the process. The Elder

also provides liaison with the Funeral Director and office duties
in preparing and delivering the funeral. Much time and effort is

expended to try to give the family the service they desire for their
departed loved one.

Coming
Sydney
Events
Friday, September 12
Seniors’ Group
Wentworthville Leagues Club
11.30am

However, in all cases, it must be emphasised that any bereaved

family not in a position to make payment will not be disadvantaged
and suitable solutions will always be found.
Elder conducting funeral: $400 (plus GST)
Pianist providing musical accompaniment: $60 (plus GST)
The Elders are keen to provide some certainty around an occasion
that can be very stressful, emotional and challenging. Any

concerns can always be raised with the funeral celebrant or the
Sunday, September 28

TSA Office.

10.30am

Mark Herrmann

Service

Elder: Ingrid Turner

Regional Head
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September 2014

2

Tue

Ba Christmas Craft TTHA 10.00am to 12.30pm

5

Fri

Telelink 2.00pm

7

Sun

Father's Day Youth Service and SS Be 10.00am

8

Mon

RC Ba 7.30pm

9

Tue

Be Ladies 12.00 noon

12

Fri

Sy Seniors’ Group Wentworthville Leagues Club 11.30am

13

Sat

Lara Walk

14

Sun

TSA AGM Ba 10.00am

15

Mon

September Templer Reflections published

18

Thu

October Templer Talk deadline

19

Fri

Telelink 2.00pm

TSAL meeting Be 7.30pm

Be Christmas Craft from 7.30pm
Dads and Kids Bubble Soccer Night Knoxfield 7.00 to 9.00pm

Be Christmas Craft from 7.30pm

Term 3 ends (Vic)

Term 3 ends (NSW)
22

Mon

Youth SHAP

23

Tue

Ba Christmas Craft TTHA 10.00am to 12.30pm

24

Wed

Youth SHAP

25

Thu

Youth SHAP

28

Sun

Service Sy 10.30am

29

Mon

Youth Overnight at Sovereign Hill

30

Tue

Youth Overnight at Sovereign Hill

Youth SHAP

Click here to view the full Calendar of Events for 2014

Contact
Us

TEMPLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA
152 Tucker Road, Bentleigh VIC 3204
P:  
03 9557 6713
E:  
tsa@templesociety.org.au
W:
www.templesociety.org.au
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